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e ſcheme cFanges with the ſcene. A remarkable in- 
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Vance of military equity. The ſoldiers view in war. 
Every man for himſelf, the rule in war as well as 
as — 


E feats of heroiſm, and the glory 
8 - - 
<3 which, according to the genera] preju- 
| dices of mankind, I had been accuſtom- 
ed to affociate with the idea of war, 
made me promiſe myfelf much pleafure 
from this change. The ſpirit read my 
ke ts in my looks, and ſmiling expreflively, © You 
re now going to take a view of ſcenes, (ſaid he) the 
Wature of which will make your utmoſt care requiſite, 
Wo eſcape the illuſions which ſurround them on every 
ae, and are fo ſtrong as to deceive the very actors of 
hem. The limitation of the human faculties makes 
t neceſſary, that objects ſhould be preſented to you 
i a regular ſucceſſion ; as that general ve which 

| „ conveys. 
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„ conveys knowledge intuitively to ſuperior being 
« would only dazzle your mind, and involve it in by 
« plexity and confuſion. But this the more important 
duties of my office will not permit my attending h 
* at preſent. I have already devoted as much time u ly as 
your gratification as I can ſpare. You muſt therefqr Your 
proceed alone, and make your own obſervation matte 
* For this ſreaon it will be proper to place you in act of 
mediately in the ſcene of action. Your attentin ſoeve! 
will there be freed from the diſtraction of a ny comp 
diſtant and complicated view; and you ſha!l han exten. 
other aſſiſtances, to remedy the inconvenience of ny pectec 
abſence.“ —— Saying this, he took my hand, A rig 
tranſported me, inſtantaneouſly, in the ſame manner {MF olity | 
before, into the country which was the feat of the wa WF confin 

High as my expectations had been, this nearer vi ( furtei! 
of the paths of human glory chilled my ſoul. I turnt litary 
my eyes away in horror; and in the inſtinctive impi of ren 
of affright, moved cloſe to my guide for protection which 
] have often cautioned you (reſumed he, in ana [ muſt 
cent of reproof) againſt forming your judgment meer 1 
any thing too precipitately. But now, you vet hold ; 
delighted at the thought of this proſpect. In am they e 
ment, you ſicken at the fight. Is this conſiſi of thi 
with the character of a rational being? Your pt of the 
ſent fears of danger to yourſelf are as idly grouns hence. 
leſs, as your hopes of receiving pleaſure, from V world 
holding the miſeries of others, were then unjufi Cautio 
6% able. I have told you, that your form is impercy MM ther li 
tible to human ſenſe. It is alſo impaſſive to t|oiſhed 
injuries which affect mortality, under all the ve Che f 
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«© neſs and imperfections of which you ſee the beny Ch ac 
*« before you labour, as ſtrongly as when in ed nc 
„ world. You may therefore mix with the mujtitu ours b 
<« without apprehenſion, and make your remarks ness o 


avail x 
e mor 
eared, 
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« every thing that occurs with deliberation and eit 
* to enable you to do which, I have freed your nk 
% from the prejudices that have hitherto obſtrulal 
&« your reaſon, ſo that you will now behold all th 
4 in their genuine colours; and as ſome knowledg: Wy clude 
'* the paſt lives of the perſons concerned in the cant e 


66 
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you are going to enter into, may occaſionally be ne- 
ceſſary to explain their preſent actions. your facul- 
ties are enlarged with a power of looking back, and 
reviewing the whole ſeries, as readily and diſtin&- 
ly as you do the objects recorded in your memory. 
Your motions alſo, as you are unincumbered with 
matter, depend abſolutely on your will, by a fingle 
act of which you may tranſport yourſelf whither- 
ſoever you pleaſe in an inſtant; and ſo trace the moſt 
complicated tranſactions through all their intricate 
extent, from their obſcure cauſes to their as unex- 
pected concluſions, with preciſion and perſpicuity. 
A right uſe of theſe advantages will give your curi- 
oſity the moſt rational fatista&tion. Nor are you 
W confined to any particular ſcene. When your ſoul is 
ſurfeited with war, and ſickens at the thought of mi- 
litary glory, you are at liberty to feek new ſubjects 
of remark, through all the wide extent of human life, 
which is expanded to your view. One thing, though, 
[ muſt caution you againſt ; forget not, that you are a 
meer unconcerned ſpectator of all the events you be- 
hold; nor preſume on any account to interpoſe, be 
they ever ſo intereſting to you. The leaſt attempt 
of this kind will inſtantaneouſly deprive you for ever 
of the indulgence you now enjoy. I am ſummoned - 
hence. When it is proper to reconduct you to the 
world of man, I will attend. Till then, obſerve the 
caution I have given you, and proceed without far- 
ther limitation or reſtraint,” With theſe words he 
niſned from my fight. | : | 
The firſt emotions of my ſurprize at being left in 
ch a condition may be eaſily conceived. But they 
ted not long. I ſoon felt the advantages of the 
ours beſtowed fo liberally upon me; in the conſci- 
neſs of which I loſt all ſear, and directly prepared 
avail myſelf of them, in the moſt extenſive manner, 
ne more than martial animoſity with which this war 
peared, by the deſolation of the country, and the 
ſeries of the inhabitants, to be carried on, made me 
nelude that it muſt have ariſen from ſome moſt im- 
tant cauſe, To learn this I directly entered into the 
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army that lay neareſt to me, where I imagined I ſq; 
readily receive the information I wanted; judging jy 
every individual mutt be acquainted with the mt, 
for a war in which he hazarded his life, and of cp 
they muſt be the ſubject of the general converſation 
The army was compoſed of mercenaries of differen 
nations hired by a foreign power, whoſe own ſubſech 
made a conſiderable part of it, tho' under the ſupreqs 
command of one of the former; and was leq hithe 
into the country of an ally and friend, according tg lh 


rules of military equity, to defend the ſovereign's on No 
dominions from the invaſion of an enemy, who we the) 
equal juſtice marched his forces to the indiſcriniueWi tra 
, oppreſſion of friends and foes, through whoſe tertiy may 
ries they paſſed, to wreak his vengeance on this na they 
of his adverſary's ſubjects, for injuries he imagined k In 
had received from another, who were ſuperior to * ſkirt 
power, and with whom theſe had no connection in u ing, 
ture or intereſt, other than (in this caſe) the misfortus com! 
of being under the government of the ſame ſovereign, wha 
This general account I ſoon learned, and ſaw abw as m 
dantly confirmed, both by the appearance of the ani 10, 
and the manner of its proceeding ; but of the real: more 
gin of the war, or the end propoſed by it, except plu nity 
der and pay, the ſoldiers appeared utterly ignorant, ai Nor 
indeed unconcerned about them, plodding mechanic diſpr 
ly to the field to fight, with as much indifferenc of th 
_ oxen do to plough. | tious 
Shocked at an inſenſibility fo diſgraceful to bei in th 
who boaſt of the bleſſing of reaſon, I advanced to i me fr 
commander, from whom I hoped to learn ſomeili quire 
ſatisfactory, in matters ſo immediately conducted the g 
himſelf. He was ſitting in his tent, at a table cont 2nd d 
with diſpatches he had juft received from the vent 
by which he was employed. When he had lot diſad 


them over, with evident phlegm and diſregard, The 
„ people (ſaid he) muſt think me as great a fool 
« themſelves, to ſend me ſuch orders; orders vil 
« common ſenſe might inform them I will not 0 
« The people are out of humour, forfooth, #' 
« length and expence of the war; and fo their 
« maſters want me to puſh it with more igen, 

. 
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bring it to a concluſion. But they will find them- 
« ſelves miſtaken, 1 promiſe them. No! no! I will 
© have no general actions; nothing that can poſſibly 
be decifive either way. That is not my buſineſs. 
« The profits of my command are too confiderable to 
be thrown away in that manner. If I ſhould be 
{ beaten, they will inſtantly chuſe another general, 
© without ever confidering that I only obeyed their 
© own orders. And if 1 obtain a compleat victory, 
the war is at an end; and of courſe my profit alſo. 
No! No! I will have no decifive actions. While 
WW they are maſters of a ducat to pay me, I will pro- 
tract the war. When their money is all ſpent, they 
may go to battle as ſoon as they will; and whether 
they win or loſe, is a matter of indifference to me. 
In the mean time, they ſhall have marching and 
* kirmiſhing enough, to fatisfy their paſſion for fight- 
ing, and prevent their complaining of idleneſs. Iam 
commander in chief; and while 1 am, I will do juſt 
what I pleaſe, which is to promote my own intereſt 
as much as I poſſibly can. If I can manage matters 
ſo, as to hold my poſt for two or three campaigns 
more, I ſhall get money enough to ſupport the dig- 
nity of my illuſtrious houſe with proper ſplendour. 
Nor is it poſſible for them to detect my deſign. The 
diſproportion in numbers between my army and that 
of the enemy, 1s ſuch as ſufficiently juſtifies my cau- 
tious conduct; at the fame time, that the difference 
in the appointments and goodneſs of the men ſecures 
me from danger of diſgrace, and makes the glory I ac- 
quire in this defenſive war cheaply earned. Indeed 
the greateſt difficulty often is to divide their force, 
and direct their ardour in ſuch a manner, as to pre- 
vent their defeating their enemies totally, againſt all 
diſadvantages, and contrary to my intentions.” 
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matrimonial ſurfeit ; with a new motive for entering hain; 
into the military life. une glov 
thus 


AVING finiſhed his meditations, he went out 


' | to ki 
to a number of his officers, who attended at e 


entrance of his tent. His behaviour on this occa Woe 
ſhewed the maſterly addreſs with which he purſu WW 21 
his private ſcheme. To his own countrymen he ſpoke ny Ss 
with the ntmoſt indifference ; and giving them ſon = eq 

eneral orders about the duties of the camp, diſmiſet s for 
them ſlightly, and with an appearance of diſeſteen Had ng 
But to the foreigners, by whoſe ſovereign he was en odje 

loyed, he carried himſelf in quite a different manner WM zing 1 
Hi: eye wore a ſmile of familiarity and complaiſa , wh 
whenever it met the meaneſt ſubaltern of the corps; ed at! 
and he ſcrupled not to compliment them, at the er h them, 
pence of the reſt of the aimy, by propoſing their er  enjoye 
ample to general imitation. „„ here 

So flattering a preference had the deſigned effect which 


the fatigues and dangers by which they acquired it vet 
immediately forgot; and they even appeared eaget 
undertake more, to fupport ſo diſtinguiſhed an bona 

The general faw, with ſecret pleaſure, the arcol 
with which he had enflamed them; and reſolved it 
would not let it cool for want of employment. A 
vancing to their particular commander, who juſt tha 
joined him, My dear friend (ſaid he, with an air d 
« the moſt cordial efteem) -I have this moment recel! 
« ed ſome intelligence, that enables me to give al 
« brave countrymen an opportunity of ſignalizing thi 
« yalour: which has eſtabliſhed them in the exalted i 
« putation of being the beſt ſoldiers in the univeſ 
60 3 will ſele& five thouſand whom you think mal 
e proper, and let them be ready to march an hour h 
« fore night. When you return from doing that, we ul 
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go honour to any officer; for I cannot doubt of the 
ſucceſs of an enterprize undertaken by your gallant 
countrymen.” | Eg 
The officer, who free from deceit himfelf, ſuſpected 
Nee in any body elſe, heard him with the higheſt joy, 
Wd glowing with a paſſion for glory, which the gene- 
WY thus artfully fann'd, reſolved, without even wait- 
co know the nature of the attempt, to take the 
mand himſelf, and fo reap all the honour. © Your 
WHighneſs (anfwered he with evident emotion) does 
bes honour by all vour commands. I ſhall not have 
ny occaſion for ſelecting, where all are equally good, 
ad equally ambitious of meriting your approbation. 
As for an officer for the command, I believe I can 
Wind one to whom, I hope, your Highneſs will have 
Wo objection.“ $7 
aying this, he proceeded directly to get every thing 
y, while the reſt of the army, inſtead of being of- 
Jed at having the poſt of honour thus partially oe 

p them, hugged themſelves in the eaſe and ſafety 
enjoyed by the diſgrace.  — | 

W here was ſomething ſo ſtriking in the readineſs 
WD which the officer catched at the bait that was laid 
im, that ] became ſome- how anxious for the event, 
reſolved to obſerve him particularly through the 
, and therefore followed him, when he went to 
the neceſſary orders to his men. 

I had been ſurprized at the ardour he ſhewed, I 
infnitely more ſo, to find that the ſame ſpirit ran 
gh all his countrymen ; the very private ſoldiers, 
(Oe fiation might have been ſuppoſed to exempt 
el from the enthuſiaſtic notions of honour which. 
as and affluence inſpire in the more exalted ranks, 
thi h a degree as to make men break through the 
oF of nature, to run into danger with delight, 
Bil Jah to a man, at the firſt mention of the mat- 
nahe vying with each other who ſhould be of the 
re 6 tough the appearance of many of them ſhew- | 
ei they were already exhauſted by fatigue, and 
cu e rest and refreſhment, to reſtore their ſtrength 
4 degree of equality with their ſpirit. 


i 

N 
; 

1 


Among 


8 I. 
Among men actuated by ſuch an emulation, the ut 
preference muſt have bred envy, and been attend 
with diſagreeable conſequences. Senſible of this, fr 
officer thanked them all, in the moſt engaging many 
for their readineſs ; but ſaid, that, according to tþ 
indiſpenſable rule of military diſcipline, he muſt ne! 
ſarily take thoſe whoſe duty came in turn; conf 
the reft with the thought that they could notly 
want an opportunity equally glorious of proving tix 
ſpirit in an army, where they were honoured hy ij 
gereral with ſo peculiar a pre-eminence, 

This delicate affair being adjuſted, the heroes whi 
happy fortune it was to go prepared themſelves wi 
the higheſt emulation, while the others drew of if 
evident dejection at their diſappointment. 

As their l-ader rode along the lines, to take a pai 
cular view of them, obſerved that he addreſſedq 
of his ſubalterns, and was anſwered by him in a ſi 
of familiarity, that ſeemed inconſiſtent with the d 
tance between their ſtations, *©* Well, Tom, (fait 
% former with a ſmile) this is a ſudden call, | 

will Venus bear to have her Mars torn from iſ 

« arms ſo ſoon ? She ought to have a little lay 

time to reconcile her to the military life, before! 

46 js left by herſelf in a camp.” | 

% In a camp! No! no! I ſhall hardy 

«© her in a camp.“ 1 9 5 
—— No! What then do you deſign to do 

«6 her?” | | 
“ Why, ſend her to indulge her medita 

&« with her old friend, Mill Buck's: Lady. It vl 

& good entertainment for them to compare notes. 

But if you did not mean to keep het! 

« why were you at the trouble of bringing be! 

* imagined it was becauſe you did not know u 

e part with her.” 

« How to part with her! I thought you" 
« me better than to think ſo. Why, man, the! 
„ contrary was the reaſon. If I did not deſire 
« with her, what ſhould make me bring hel! 
« No! No! It is not come to that with me . 

turned ſoldier, at firſt, merely to get rid 6 
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viſe; and | hope J may be allo wed to take the ſame 
method to get rid of my miſtreſs too, when J am 
equally tired of her. Beſide, I have a better plea 
now than I had before. My honour, man! My ho- 
nour is engaged. I muſt not quit my colours upon 
any account, at ſuch a time as this. If the fond 
charmer ſhould take pet, and go home to her friends 
with her finger in her eye, to be revenged on her 
ſwain for his indifference, ſhe has my ſincere con- 
ſent ; nor ſhall my beſt aſſiſtance be wanting to make 
an honeſt woman of her, by getting her a good huſ- 
band. She has examples enough to keep her in coun- 
tenance. But if the conſtant dove will not deſert her 
roving mate, why, faith, I do not well know how to 
ſend her back againſt her will ; and muſt in compaſ- 
fon pay her a viſit now and then; though, by the 
bye, it ſhall be as ſeldom as poſſible, to give her com- 
pany ſomething like novelty ; which, in my opinion, 
is the only thing that can make the company of any 
oman tolerable.” 1 | 
„But won't this be breaking faith with her? 
| preſume you muſt have made her very fine pro- 
iſes of love and conſtancy, before you could bring 
der to take ſuch a ſtep ?” | 
* Promiſes! Aye, promiſes enough for the mat- 
er of that; but ſhe was a fool if ſhe believed them, 
hen ſhe had a proof that I ſhould not keep them, 
tefore her eyes. She could not be ſo blindly vain, 
$ not to know that novelty was the only advantage 
he had over my wife, whom I may probably return 
d by and by, for the ſame reaſon, when a campaign 
two ſhall have ſharpened my appetite. A cam- 
aign is the beſt remedy in nature for a matrimonial 
rfeit. It cures a man's qualms, and ſends him home 
keen as a Country-bridegroom.” 
—** But are you ſure that ſhe will leave you ſo 
adily ? The ſame ſpirit that enabled her to come 
ſuch a place as this, may diſpute your authority 
end her back. She has paid a dear price for your 
pmpany, and may not chuſe to give it up. Women, 
en once they love, have much more conſtancy in 
er temper than men.“ | 
B 5 * Conſtancy ! 
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* Conftaney'!' Say rather, obſtinacy. But I h 
taken care of that matter. I have wrote a letter y 
my wife, in which made profeſſions of the lige 
eſteem, and deſired the favour of her company F 
compleat my happineſs ; promiſing that Chie wi 
I would ſtudy her ſatisfaction and pleaſure in e 
inftance.?  - 
— 2 Good Heaven! What could you propoſe h 
that? You could never think ſhe would be nen 
or mad enough to accept of ſuch an invitation; u 
invitation, that only added inſubt to the ill-trex 
ment you had given her before.“ | 
——* Accept of it! No, I neither expected will 
deſired that. I had ſchemes of a very different 
in view. I know you have never ſuſpected me fy 
forming any deep deſigns ; but this will conying 
you of the contrary, This letter, little as you thi 
of it, will ſerve two very important purpoſe, | 
will prevent my wife from obtaining a ſepan 
maintenance out of my eſtate; for, as it is her di 
to follow me wherever I pleaſe, ſhe cannot now pn 
tend that IJ have abandoned her: and on the oth 
© hand, it gives me an opportunity, at this, and any alt 
time, to get rid of my miſtreſs's company, by telly 
her, that my invitation is accepted; for ſhe voll 
fly to the extremity of the globe rather than meet 
He! What think you now? Am not I a good pi 
tician ?' Egad, I always miſtook my talents ; if I 
applied myſelf in time, I might have been prime 0 
niſter before now. Ha! ha! hal | 
If you were confcious of this inconſtanc! 
your temper, how came you to marry? That ſha 
have been the laft thing I would have done.” 
“ That is very true. But Sir John Brut?'s u 
ſon was mine. I wanted to go bed to her, andi 
would not conſent on any other terms: the col 
quence of which was, that when my end was 6 
tained, I grew tired of my bargain, and ſo dum 
ſoldier to get quit of it.“ | 1 
——* ] am ſurprized to hear you ſay this. I. 
# ways underſtood that you had other _— 
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your military turn; an ambition of command, and 
thirſt for glory.“ | 
Very true. Glory and command are pretty 
things, to be ſure,; but they are not equally the 
paſſion of all people. ,Your good look in loſing your 
wife, made me hope that my turtle would have bro- 
en her heart, in the ſame manner; but {he was not 
| © obliging ; and therefore I have tried this method 
of pre:erring another publickly to her. I know the 
W force of female vanity.; and if this ſcheme ſhould 
E luckily ſucceed, I'll give up my hopes of a truncheon, 
and retire, as Scipio and other great men have done. 
If I once get my neck out of the yoke, Pll take care 
how I. thruft.it in again, or even enter into any con- 
nection that I cannot break when I pleaſe, without 
being obliged to have recourſe to this expedient. No! 
No! I am not quite ſo fond of glory as you are. I 
can be content at home; that is, when I am-maſter 
df my own houſe.” ö 
—* Is it poſſible that you can be ſerious ? This is 
ſo contrary to the opinion of all your friends, that I 
muſt believe you only jeſt. Your birth and for- 
une give you a title to the higheſt employments in 
he ſtate, in whatever capacity you choſe to apply 
ourſelf ; and we all thought that preferring the mi- 
tary as the moſt honourable, you had come hither 
o qualify yourſelf for them.” = 
„Aye! as you have done! And pray, what 
Ire you the better? In reward of all your fatigues 
nd dangers, you have the honour to be put under 
he command of a foreigner, who would not-preſume 
o put himſelf upon a level with you in any other 
igbt; and laughs at you in his ſleeve, for your con- 
eſcenſion. Very fine encouragement, truly! No! 
0! Let the poor fight for pay, you and ] want it 
ot; and all the real advantages of honour our an- 
eſtors, bleſſings on their memory for-their pains, have 
anſmitted to us. Let:us then enjoy the happineſs 
at is in our poſſeſſion, and not the ſubſtance. thus 
graſp at the ſhadow.” 
he other, who had liſtened to him before with 
empt, was ſo ſtruck with the latter part of his 
| | | diſcourſe, 


tr 
diſcourſe, that he rode away abruptly to aveiq berg 


any more of it. 
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CO In III 


I. 


a la. 

A toilet ſet out in a new taſte. The advantage of h 
ing how to play one inconvenience againſl ann Mi" 
ewith an intereſting inſtance of love and honour in b * 
modern ſtyle. he 


= HIS extraordinary converfation raiſing my 


riofity to ſee the fair female who had original * 


been the ſubject of it, I followed her lover, whil H erh 
leader was preparing for his expedition. 8 

She was ſitting alone in his tent, in a ſituation u el 
eaſy to be deſcribed. Educated in the lap of lun ly b 
the had multiplied the wants of nature ten-thouſank Sq 


fold; and required aſſiſtance every moment for necel 
ties created by caprice. Though her lover's forte 
placed her above the real diſtreſſes of ſuch a place, al 
ſupplied her with moſt of the conveniencies, as well 
all the neceſſaries of life, ſhe had numberleſs artifci 
occaſions, which habit had made in a manner ind 
penſible to her, and which, as it was impoſlible | 
provide for then, in ſuch a vague unſettled flate, f. 
exerted as much contrivance to ſupply, as had it 
enabled human ingenuity to find out the moſt inpo 
tant conveniences of life; though. with this efſeati 
difference, that as the end was fantaſtic here, il 
means neceſſarily appeared ridiculous. 
We found her at her toilet, which was a ſumplh 
trunk, ſet upon one end, and covered with a foul ſh 
On this ſhe had placed a pocket-mirrour, and on tl 
ſide of that a row of phials, and gallipots filled wk 
colours, coſinetic pafte and waſhes, which ſhe ali 
carried about her. Her combs and bruſhes were k 
out on the ſaucers ſhe had juſt been uſing at breaki 


Her ſhoes and ſtockings lay on the bed, which 5 
alſo her ſeat; and to wath herſelf ſhe made uſe of“ a 


utenſil, which had been placed under it for anotif 


occaſion, With this apparatus, all ſet in form, f 
n - 
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«as attentively buſy at the important work of dreſſ- 

as if ſhe was going to make her appearance at a 

ving- room. Her lover's entrance interrupted her. 

pie, Daman, (ſaid ſhe bluſhing at the ridiculous 

figure ſhe made) how can you intrude fo rudely into 
a lady's ruelle? You ſee I have ſet out my toilet. 

Ine bed and the trunk ſerve for every thing. 

Dumb waiters are ſometimes moſt convenient, Ha! 

Wha! ha! 

WT he moment I ſaw her, I could perceive that this 
Wicty was all affected; that, ſick at heart, ſhe flew to 

iy for relief from the torture of reflection. Such a 
Wn was ſufficient to raiſe compaſſion in any mind not 
erly loſt to every ſenſe of humanity, as well as vir- 
. She was juſt entered into the prime of life; her 
m elegant and ftriking ; and her features, if not fault- 
ly beautiful, yet glowing with ſuch luxuriant health, 
h animated ſenſibility, as had the effect of the moſt 
fect beauty. But in her preſent ſituation, all theſe 
rms appeared to diſadvantage. A gloom of conſci- 
guilt overcaſt her ſmiles; and amidſt all her mirth 
| endearments, ſhe was aſhamed to look up, and 
et the eye of the very author. of her ſhame. | 

V hen ſhe had forced out the laugh with which ſhe 
cluded the above ſpeech, her.Damon, ſmiling with 
air of indifference, ** Neceflity is the mother of in- 
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120 fr ention, my dear Chlae; (ſaid he) and yours ſeems to 
ini” been well ſet to work. But I come to tell you 
ſea ome news that I fear will interrupt -you. I am or- 


ered out upon action directly; and as it is like to be 
warm affair, I think it is better to provide for your 
aſety before I go, for fear of any thing's happening 
ome. Lou would be horridly at a loſs by yourſelf, 
n ſuch a place as this, if I ſhould be killed. 


re, K 


ſumpr 
ul ſh 


s 4 he ſtarted at the mention of action; but his laſt 
e aun rds ſtruck her with terrors too ſtrong for her to 
den For ſome moments ſhe ſtood like the ſtatue of 
zreaki or, unable to move or ſpeak ; but her very fears 
hich w 9 25 gave her utterance. Good heaven ! (ex- 
ale aimed the) what do you mean? What action can 
- anotf ou be ordered into that would endanger your life? 


« Did 


orm, f 
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« Did not you promiſe me, that you would quit ih 
« accurſed life directly? Did you not prevail Up 
% me to come here with you, only that you mh 
« lay down your commiſſion without diſrepute} Yn 
cannot, ſhall not, think of going into any aig 
«© You muft come away this moment.“ | 
That was my deſign, my dear, if it hady 
been for this unlucky affair; but now it is imp 
&« for me to ſtir. If I return, I will that moment! 
« down; but I cannot poſſibly do it ſooner. It wat 
« be an eternal blot upon my honour.” 

——*< Honour! (returned ſhe, with a figh, ti 
« ſeemed to burſt her heart) How can you menu 
that word to me? If you are reſolved to go, | wi 


1 


« wait the event here. Should you be brought bil f 
« wounded, my care may not be unneceſſary! | ak 
„% worſe ſhould happen, the horrors [I ſhall ſuffat thor 
4 I receive the account, will compleat my averſiat | 
« life, and make me glad to follow you. I have ne” 
% no buſineſs in this world without you.” S 1 
The agony in which ſhe ſaid this would have nd N 
ed any other heart; but he felt it not. Finding dil © '* 
proof to this argument, he therefore had recouft i!” 1 
his laſtexpedient * I am much obliged to you, n I 
« dear, (ſaid he, quite unmoved) for your kind ini pi 
« tions to take care of me; but I hope 1 ſhall: C 1 
« want it. Beſide there is another thing, which a a 
« baraſſes me a good deal. I have juſt received! Aol 
“account, that my wife, out of her exemplar |i 8 i 
% and duty, has accepted my invitation, and is as 11 
« ing to us directly.“ | "ON 
——* To us! (anſwered ſhe, alarmed alnd Wn 55 
« giſtration) Is it poſſible? What ſhall we , K 
Where ſhall I fly? I never can, never will ſe ears : 
I had rather. die ten thouſand deaths than look nt. in 
« the face.” 3 
—. “ To be ſure, I allow it muſt be rather d Ca 
« ward ; but the miſchief is I cannot tell how young. - 
„ avoid it, if you ſtay here.” Wl ell pl 
——* You muſt write to her peremptorily, m th 
© moment not to come; and when you I wen 
| | — 9 Du as 


4, for fear ſhe ſhould not obey you.” 


o direct to her. She ſet out immediately, on receipt 
of my letter; and as the poſt is obliged to come ſo 
ar about, for fear of being intercepted by the ene- 
y, and ſhe travels with paſſports the ſhorteſt way, 
ſhe may be here this evening, for ought I know : 
ind then it would be ſo groſs an abuſe not to ſee her, 
yen after her undergoing the fatigue of ſuch a jour- 
ey, at my expreſs deſire, that I cannot avoid wait- 
ng for her, Decency at leaſt muſt be obſerved.” _ 
« Decency! How can you inſult me by mention- 
ng ſuch a word? I lighted that, and every thing 
04 for you. Had J paid any regard to decency, 


“ Nay, for the matter of that, my dear, I am 
jot much behind you. I ſhewed as little reſpect 
o thoſe things for your ſake as you could for mine. 
But let us not enter into fruitleſs diſputes. What 
Ire you reſolved to do? for I muſt march within this 
our,” | 5 

“Honour! decency! But I am juſtly ſerved. 
hat am I reſolved to do? Say rather what you in- 
end to do, with me, and do not torture me any lon- 
er in this manner; for I ſee plainly enough, that 
y preſence is a pain, which you want to get rid 
fat any rate. Honour! juſt heaven: ; 


/ 


„hy, child, if you are determined to think 
„eit is in vain to reaſon with you. You ſhall do 
ſt aß you pleaſe; either go or ſtay. What I meant 
propoſe was this : You remember your old friend, 
rho took a frolick with Will Buck two or three 
ears ago. She lives in a very pretty retired man- 
er, in a neutral town, about twenty miles from 
ence. Now, if you approve of it, it would be no 
ad ſcheme for you, to go and pay her a viſit, till 


ell pleaſed to fee you; and there you will be free 
om the inconveniencies, and ſafe from the dangers 
a camp; and near enough for me to ſtep to 
Pu as often as I can ſpare a moment, Ill write 
du, Il. B 62 letter 
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lace, take a different route from what you intend- 


* Aye! but the worſt is, I don't know where 


ſhould not have been here now in this condition.” 


je ſee how things go, I am ſure ſhe will be very 
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% a letter to Will about it directly; and as I Know ly 
© finances are not in the beſt - ſituation, I make m 
doubt but he'll be very glad of your ſtaying the 
as long as you pleaſe; for you ſhall have money g 
** noughto bear all the expence. I would not let in 
* be under obligation to any one. Well, what that 
„ you of my ſcheme? Was it not a lucky though! 
Lou and ſhe were very intimate formerly, and yi 
„now be the moſt proper and agreeable companity 
« for each other.“ 9 

It is impoſſible to deſciibe the different paſſin 
which were painted in her face, while he was miknſ 
this propoſal. She knew him too well to take ſuch; 
rational ſcheme for a ſudden thought; and conclude 
from thence that he was ſatiated with her company 


J 


and had formed! a premeditated deſign to get rid 
her; to facilitate which he had finſt made a pretend 
of his being ordered into action, and when that ( 
not take effect, forged this ſtory of his wife's coming 
for notwithſtanding her diſtreſs, ſhe kad obſerved th 


many inconſiſtencies in What he ſaid.” However, e 
pride would not permit her to diſcover her ſuſpicions 
as it would look like ſtriving to force herſelf longer iy 
Dunn, 106 209 0) pL Ty 
When you are reſolved (anſwered ſhe with a mil 
« expreſſive look) 1 have nothing left but to che 
« Give orders fore my going, I ſhall ſoon be reach 
« All places are indifferent to me, and all companid 
« equally diſagreeable. My own thoughts will af 
me company enough. I leave you to yours.” 
— * My deareſt girl, (replied he, more pleaſed 
her compliance than affected at the manner fi 
what I propoſe is for the beſt. I only ſtudy Jul 
convenience and ſatisfaction. If you can think 
any other way, Iam ready to do it.“ 
? % have no power to think! I wiſh J nein 
© could! But let me be gone. I have ſtaid too lf 
« already. Let me not interfere with your regard 
„ decency and honour” —— Saying this, ſhe direch 
huddled on her travelling habit. while he went tod. 
der his Chaiſe to the door of bis tent. Wi 
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hen he had done this, he returned to give her ae. 
eſſary inſtructions for her journey, and palliate the 
ence he had given her, by careſſes and profeſſions of 
e and conſtancy. She heard him with the moſt con- 
pptuous ſilence and taking a purſe of gold, which he 
e her, with an air of indignation flung into the 
iſe the moment it arrived, without ſpeaking a word, 
making the leaſt return to his fondneſs, . 
The ſpirit which ſhe ſhewed on this occaſion was evi- 
ptly raiſed by reſentment z and of courſe could not. 
long. Indeed ſhe was ſcarce able to ſupport it till 
got into the chaiſe, where ſhe melted into a flood 
tears before ſhe was out of fight. Her lover ſaw her. 
reſs ; but the joy he felt at being freed from her. 
mpany, prevented his feeling any concern at it. He, 
ugged up his ſhoulders. in ſelf-complacency ; and, 
gging himſelf on his deliverance, prepared to attend 
commander at the appointed hour. | 
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ir! Horrid war] 7 bey never want emplayment who 
hint themſelves well paid for their pains awith a mouib- 
ful of moon-ſhine. The great channel of ſecret intelli- 


Pence, 


— — 
—— — 


# 
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HERE was ſomething ſo deliberately baſe in 
the whole conduct of this perſon, that I left him 
th the higheſt contempt, and returned to his com- 
nder, who was by this time ready to wait upon the 
io BS Gen... :.. {4 
he moment he entered the .tent, the general aroſe, 
„ diſmifling every other perſon preſent, received him 
th the higheſt reſpect. Well, my friend, (ſaid he) 
Nam now ready to communicate to you the plan 
Which J have formed; but it will be proper that the 
perſon for whom you deſign the honour of the com- 
mand ſhould be preſent.” M 
ei. preſent, if your highneſs makes no ob- 
ion to him, I know that all your plans are 
| B 2 formed 
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formed with judgment; and as your more than vj, AS $cer 
e al earneſtneſs about this ſhews it to be of importing ribed 
e ſhall.be proud of having the execution of it enltult wit 
« to my care.” : the 
— © You, my friend! I know not what to An Tok 
& Tcanffot ſpare you from my fide. I want your Rv 
% vice every moment. At the ſame time, I am unyil. Wie :1y 
4 ing to rob you of an opportunity of acquiring ſo mud Had 
« glory. Here is the intelligence I have received, ut een in 
« here is the ſcheme laid down upon it. Vou will « eur, 
% amine them, and alter any thing you don't approv, iWcitiv 
4 as circumſtances may require. To you I give a tt ſu 
« cretionary power, to act as you ſee proper. Hal ir fro 
% known you would have gone, I ſhould not have dum eadf 


« any particular directions. Go; and ſucceſs ayit ith 
„5 1 3 fort 

The other received this diſtinguiſhed mark of cee ra 
dence and favour with the higheſt pleaſure; and, tak; WR heir! 


leave of the general, haſtened away to join his troop Th 
who were by this time drawn out ready to march, 4 the 
ſoon as he had taken a view of them, he opened his ire mo 
ſtructions; and looking them over, put himſelf at th alter 
head of his men, with whom he marched all nigh, pen 
through woods and moraſſes deemed impaſſible, andi On 
day- break found himſelf juſt before a quarter of the nd e 
enemy, who confiding-in the diſtance and natural ftrengi glory 
of their ſituation, had neglected to fortify themſclvs 
and expected nothing leſs than to be attacked. leaſe 
The difficulties of the march had fatigued his tos ve! 
to ſuch a degree, that it appeared next to madnelsv WF" ©* 
let them attack an enemy greatly ſuperior to then 1p" 
number. But their ardour was ſuch, that they deſp e 
every advantage, and demanded to be inſtantly led u ſpir 
The proper improvement of that enthuſiaſm is gener loſs 
deciſive. The commander therefore indulged their i 
petuoſity, confiding in their valour, and convinced i 
his ſafety and ſucceſs equally depended upon ſurpriz; 
if he failed of which, it would be abſolutely impoſſivs 
for him even to make a retreat in the condition tht 
were in, through ſuch difficulties as they had ſiruggh 
with in coming. | 


Scene 


« 


THE REVERIE. 10 
genes like this are impoſſible to be particularly de- 
bed. Accuſtomed to conquer, they made their on- 
with a reſolution that bore down all before them. 
the confuſion unavoidable on ſuch occaſtons, their 
nemies fled at the firſt impulſe, imagining they were 
tacked by the whole army, while the victors made an 
eavy ſlaughter of all who had no time to eſcape. 
Had they ſtopped here, the advantage would have 
een important. But hurried on by their natural ar- 
our, and fluſhed beſide with ſucceſs, they purſued the 
vitives, who by this time had recovered from their 
rt ſurprize, and formed upon an eminence, not very 

vr from their late camp. The action now was really 
teadful. The aſſailants were ſeveral times repulſed 

ith ſevere loſs, and owed their ſucceſs at laſt to an 
fort of meer deſpair, being determined, to a man, to 
je rather than have their victory ſnatched thus out of 

WT hands. © | 
Their loſs in this affair equalled that of their enemies, 
the ſurprize of their entrenchments, and amounted: 
0 more than half their number; but they remained 
aſters of the field, the honour of which they locked 
pon as a recompence for all. | 
On their return to the army the general met them, 
nd embracing the leader, congratulated him on the 
plory of his victory; and thanking the men, in the or- 

ers of the day, ſent them away happy; while he 

leaſed himſelf with the ſucceſs of his ſcheme, which 
ave him the appearance of doing ſomething, flattered 
us employers with imaginary advantages, and raiſed his 
perit with them; at the ſame time, that in reality it 

Frred rather to protract than determine the war, by 
nipiring each party with a deſire of revenging fo equal 
loſs. However, it was deemed ſufficient by him to 

de made the ſubjeQ of congratulatory meſſages to the 

overeign under whom he ſerved, and all the powers 
onfederate with him. ; | | 
was ſo fick of this mercenary method of making 
ar, by which the miſeries of that ſcourge of man- 
ind were ſo highly aggravated, that I reſolved to quit 
his army direQly, and fee whether that of the enemy, 


B 3 oppoſed 
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oppoſed to it, was conducted in a more rational ny 
ner. | 
| Khave ſaid that my guide had given me power g 
tranſport myſelf, by a bare a& of my will, whergy 
pleaſed. Though this was neceſſarily a great adh. 
tage in many inſtances, there were yet ſome circy, 
ſtances attending it, which made me chuſe to dech 
making uſe of it, except upon extraordinary occaH 
The inſtantaneous tranſition from one ſcene to ang 
diſtant and unconnected, was ſo unuſual to me, thai 
left a chaſm in my mind, and made me for ſome times 
a loſs to comprehend the things before me, for wang 


the introduction of entering gradually into them, Tui Fhe l 
J had experienced more than once, when at any tin ple. 
an. 


my guide uſed to turn my eye ſuddenly, and wihy 
ſome previous preparation, to any new ſcene in the 
view I made under his immediate direction. For th 
reaſon | reſolved, when it was poſſible, to take the 
20 of accompanying ſome perſon, whereye| 
had a mind to go, whoſe buſineſs would ſerve as acl 
to introduce and direct me without perplexity or ci 
fuſion 3 by which method I had alſo the advantaged 
obſerving ſeveral things worthy of notice, in the cow: 
tries through which I paſſed, which would have {cy 
ed me, had I only flew over them in the other way, 

For ſuch a guide and companion I was not long at! 
loſs. The general that very evening held a council 
war, the reſolutions of which two of the membz 
could not refrain from talking over that night, aft 
ſupper. Not ſuſpecting that they were overheard, i 
canvaſſed all that had paſſed very freely, and in ti 
courſe of their converſation mentioned ſeveral matt 
of the greateſt importance to be kept ſecret. Thisti 
valet de chambre of him in whoſe tent they were, vi 
not inattentive to, He was a native of the enen 
country, and retained by them to procure intelligent 
of every thing that happened in the army where |f 
was. Accordingly he placed himſelf where he col 
diſtinctly hear all that was faid ; and pretending fk 
to avoid the danger of detection, liſtened to the! (ll 
courſe with the greateſt attention, , 


THE REVERI E. Iy 


| As ſoon as they ſeparated, and he had put his maſter 
o bed, he wrote an exact account of all that he had 
werheard 3 and giving his letter to one of his aſſociates, 
ho paſſed for no more than a common purveyor to 
he camp, charged him to deliver it as directed with 
he utmoſt expedition, as it was of the bigheſt impor- 
ance ; and this experienced perſon I refolved to ac- 
ompany. HT, e 


2 ale. Land. a. ad. 9 82 1 0 8 x - * 


en Af. v. 


The longeſt way about is often the neareſt way home. The 
pleaſure of comparing notes creates friendſhip in afidi- 


the on. 4 new ſpecies of Rnight-errantry. . - 
5 It ; * Be . 5 
˖ N HE armies lay ſo near to each other that my guide 
12 0 1 might ſoon have performed his errand, could he 
yer! ave gone directly with ſafety, Inſtead of that, to 


woid every ſuſpicion, he took diametrically the contrary 
Pay, deſigning, when he ſhould be out of danger of 
Peing obſerved, to make a turn, and go by a ſafer though 
Wore diſtant courſe, 1 
| ſhall not attempt to deſcribe the country through 
phich we travelled. Could the moſt ambitious power 
that ever waged war view ſuch a ſcene with the diſ- 
pallionate eye of reaſon but for one moment, it would 
irike his heart with horror, and make him deſiſt from 
purſuits ſo deſtructive to his kind, > 
| The firſt place we ftopped-at happened to be the 
town to which the officer had ſent his miſtreſs, as I 
have {aid before, under'a'pretext of her avoiding his 
wife. I ſhould have taken notice, that in the courſe 
of the action he had often repented of not taking her 
advice, and wiſhed himſelf to be in ſafety with her; 
though when it was over, his heart exulted ſo much 
in the ſucceſs, that for ſome time he could think of 
nothing but war and glory. Indeed his behaviour had 
been ſuch as in a great meaſure recovered the eſteem of 
$ leader ; and with the reſt of the army, who have 
2 partiality for the indulgence of paſſion, and are par- 
5 55 B 4 | ticularly 
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ticularly ſmitten with the more  ſhewy virtues, 

obliterated his reproach, | 
Ass we entered the town, I accidentally ſaw ber i 
a window, and my fellow traveller ſtopping for refeg, 
ment, I took that opportunity to ſee how ſhie leg Nor 

preſent ſituation. When I joined her, ſhe and 
friend were going to take a walk in the garden, 
| There was ſomething particularly ſtriking in they, 
pearance of the latter, Tho” ſhe had never been a f. 
gular beauty, and now had loſt a good deal of f. 
bloom of youth, it was impoſſible for man to hell 
her without defire; at the ſame time, that the fn 
which flaſhed from her eyes ſhewed that ſhe felt al h 
paſſions ſhe inſpired. A ſimilarity in their circumſtac 
had very ſoon improved their former acquaintance iny 
that degree of intimacy which is commonly called friend 
ſhip. hen they were ſeated in an arbour at the by. 
tom of the garden, © I wonder, madam, (fail the ly 
« of the houſe) that you had no account from yar 
friend, ſince this action. Public report fays it wa 


totily 


oo 

«« yery warm; but as no particular mention is madd alla 
«© him, it is certain he has come off ſafe. Offers that 
„ his rank are never overlooked.” | ſoft 
Indeed, madam, (anſwered the other) I kny the 
% not what to attribute it to but the levity that nk trea 
« all his actions. I am out of his fight, and conk lieve 
« quently out of his mind. But I have no right to con hate 
« plain. I deſerved it all and more, for being ſuch! ſom 
« dupe to my own vanity and his baſe aeligns, him 
& to think I could fix one whoſe ſoul is inconſtancy dud 
* ntfelf, My eyes are at length opened to my fol her 
„I deſerve to be lighted thus and deſerted in a tran neve 
e „ ſene 
Have patience, dear madam ! Do not {eck id 1s yt 

« imaginary grievances. It is impoſſible he can deſe to | 
« you. No man can be fo inſenſible as to flight ſuc wer 
„ charms, The hurry of war is above our conceptioh — 
% and often prevents the performance of the duils my! 
“ deareſt to the heart.” pen 
——* Omy friend ! you are too good to ſect cr ſay 

4 ſolation for a wretch juſt ſinking into deſpair. Mi - 
TY 


. . . 0 "4 . { 
« jt is all in vain, What buſineis had he my i 
: | b 
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His fortune placed him above the common motive of 
« neceſſity ; and he aſſured me that he was ſick of the 

« folly of ambition, and would retire to ſome private 

place in Italy, where we ſhould be unknown, and 

there dedicate his life to love and happineſs. But no 

© ſooner had he obtained his baſe ends, than he changed 

© his ſcheme ; and feigning I know not what reaſons 

about laying down his commiſſion with credit, and 
ſuch idle ſtuff, he led me hither, juſt to ſhew me 

© about, and make the ſhame of my being caſt off the 

more notorious and mortifying, perhaps to enhance 

its merit, and prepare the way for a reconciliation 
with his wife, which his writing her that letter gives 

me a ſufficient ground to think he 1s not without 
thoughts of.” Op 

— For ſhame, dear madam! ſummon up your 

reſolution, and do not torture yourſelf with ſuch 
vain, ſuch impoſſible apprehenſions. I know your 
good ſenſe, and would not flatter you. A recon- 
ciliation with his wife is an abſurd thought. Not 
that I think it at all improbable, on her part. The 
ſoft nature of our ſex can forgive any thing; but 
the difficulty lies in himſelf. After giving her ſuch 
treatment, he can never forgive her, can never be- 
eve ſhe is ſincerely reconciled; and therefore will 
hate her for her hypocrity, and be always in fear of 
14 lome ſecret revenge. Or, even if ſhe ſhould convince 
him to the contrary, the contraſt between her con- 
duct and his, will be fo mortifying to him, and give 
her ſuch a ſuperiority in his own eyes,. that he will 
never be able to bear it; and muſt avoid her pre- 
ſence, to preſerve his own peace. This, my dear, 
is your ſecurity againſt this worſt misfortune poſſible 
to happen to a woman. Shame, poverty, any thing, 
were preferable to being ſlighted for a wife.” 


myſelf into this ſtate, that my happineſs muſt de- 
| pend on fuch a bafe foundation? Happineſs did 1 
lay? It is miſery ; the ſevereſt miſery. The con- 


of uncertainty, are worſe than any actual mis for- 
B 5 * tune. 


——* What an infatuated creature was I to bring 


ſtant anxiety and fears inſeparable from ſuch a ſtate 


2 


Ro = - 


— 8 
— —— 


* 
5 
* 
N 
5 1 
* 
* » 
* 
1 
wh 
1 38 
4 ay? * 
2 * 
is 
Jt. 
'F 
. . * 
— * i 5 
0 ” 4 
1 
: , bY” 
5 3 
* : | 
bo 
£ | 
7 
1 [2 
«x 
* | 
k I 
18 4 
— £74 
„ 
"ws 
UH 
9 4 
1 
A, - 3 
16,06 
4 Y 
$7 7 
e 
Fo GG Y 
1 
* 
IE 
SH 
1 
4 
135 
* 
* 
2 , 1% 
YC. 
wha - 
1 
3 
4 
Ws 
. 
NG | 
N o 
7% 
438 
1 
r 
4 k 


THE*REVERIE. 


tune. But Ideſerve it all. I am inexcuſeable in the of v 
eyes of the world, and odious in my own, By elly 
what will not the baſeneſs of man and the folly q terte 
woman do? tion 
—“ The baſe artifices of man to obtain his eng that 
and his ſhameleſs perfidy after, ſhould be a wn. for t 
ing to our ſex ; but Nature is nature let the wil cule 
Jay what they will ; and while woman has vanity ay «Y 
deſires, man will take advantage of the former, my? 
flatter her into the gratification of the latter. u ture 
have this conſolation, however, that your caſe 1 wel 
not ſingular. I do not ſay example juſtifies a roy * rant, 
action; but ftill it certainly is a ſatisfaction to thin, to n 
that others have fallen into as great errors as ou: who 
ſelves; that we are not the worſt of our kind, 4 mak. 
the folly that you upbraid yourſelf for have [ ben * ſes,” 
guilty of, and with this ſevere aggravation, that in | 
perſon for whom I made ſuch a ſacrifice was not 
circumſtances even to delude me with the romanii 
ſchemes of happineſs, which helped to turn your. 
head, but was forced by neceſſity to apply himſclivM hiſtory 
the horrid trade of war for ſubſiſtence ; fo that th educ 
pain of his abſence, and the fear of loſing him, ver ich 
heightened by the dreadſul apprehenſion of being f gun 
duced to dependence on the friends, whoſe reſentni . 
I bad ſo juſtly provoked, if any thing ſhould hape 1 
to him. Vet all this have time and reflection recon 
led me to, and taught me to ſubmit without fegt 
to a fate which I can't remedy. 
gut let us drop this diſagreeable and fruitleſs ſub 


(LOIN; 
dur fa 
eading 


jet. My intercourſe with my native country . 1 
little, that I had not even heard of your affair i 
my friend ſent me the pleaſing account of the bs "WM 
nour deſigned me by your company; and then, wife 
out any particular circumſtances, which he eib mT 
was unacquainted with, or had not time to wil W | 
As I imagine there muſt be ſomething: uncomm pl not 
and intereſting in them, I ſhall eſteem it a far 18 
if you will indulge me with the relation; and 2 g 
encourage that confidence, I will candidly u or 


o | - e 6 COuN : 
you of every thing concerning myſelf, the 4c er fa 


LS 


% 


THE REVERIE. 25. 


of which, I know, has been greatly and moſt cru- 
elly miſrepreſented ; and if you do not find much en- 
tertainment in it, you certainly will ample conſola- 
tion from a compariſon of: my caſe with yours. Not 
that all my adventures have been barren of matter; 

for the former alſo, now that the danger and ridi- 
cule which attended them at the time, are over. 
« You ſeem ſurpriſed, my dear, at my mentioning 
my adventures ; but ours is literally a life of adven- 
ture; and the moment a woman takes the ſtep that 

we have done, ſhe as it were commences knight-er- 
rant, and fallies forth, if not to ſeek, at leaſt ſubject 
to meet adventures wherever ſhe goes; every man 
© who thinks it worth: bis while aſſuming a right to 
© make his attacks upon her in what manner he plea- 
0 ſes.“ 


CHAP. VI. Ks 
ry of a remarkable lady. The great benefit of polite 
dducalion, with the force of good example. Common 


occurrences. of various kinds, and their natural conſe- 
QUENCES. | —_ | | 


—__ — 


HERE is nothing more abſurdly ungenerons 
than the inveCtives levelled at our ſex incif- 
ilminately, and without inquiring into the nature of 
dur faults, and making juſt allowances for the cauſes 
eading, or rather indeed impelling us to them, 
© The youth of man is devoted to profitable inſtruc- 
lon; but that of woman to initation into the paths of 
uin. While they are acquiring the general princi- 
ples of knowledge, or learning ſome profeſſion for the 
exerciſe and advancement of their future lives, we are 
taught nothing but trifles uſeleſs in themſelyes, and 
if not immediately criminal, yet leading indirectly to 
very crime, by turning the mind upon wrong purſuits, 
d weakening all its powers by an habit of idleneſs, 
Impoſſible ever to be broken through; for idleneſs, 
y dear friend, is the bane of woman, let her attribute 
her failings to whatever other apparent cauſe ſhe _ 
| | wh 
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«« The moſt important part of my ſtory may b 
comprized in a few words. You are acquainted wit 
my family, and the particular circumſtances of | 
which made my fituation more critically danger, 
even than that of the generality of my ſex; a anzy 
that was ſtill heightened by other circumſtances pe. 
liar to myſelf, and which, far from being attended y 
in that light, and guarded againſt with proper cars 
were looked upon as advantages, and accordingiy ug 
to their utmoſt force. | A 

* Born in a rank that placed all the pleaſures of lip 
within my reach, and bleſſed with a conſtitution equi 
to the enjoyment of them, I ſeemed marked out for th 
attacks of man; the luxuriance of my health kindly 
all the paſſions of nature, before reaſon could gather 
ſtrength to guide and keep them within proper bound, 
ard the liberties allowed by faſhion giving eren 
opportunity for their gratification. Such an aptituk 
for pleaſure was alſo forwarded, where it ſhould hay 
met with reſtraint, 

„ There are ſome perſons our relation to bon 
makes reſpectful mention of them a duty, be ion 
conduct what it will. I ſhall therefore only ay that 
inſtead of inſtilling the principles of virtue by precep 
and enforcing its practice by example, that perſon, A « 
whoſe example and precepts muſt have had the grat 
eſt weight with me, exerted them quite the contrary 
way, turning every thing ſerious into ridicule, and it 
dulging every licentious paſſion in the moſt public mar 
ner. The conſequence, with regard to me, may bt 
eaſily concluded. Inclined by nature to pleaſure, | 
willingly imitated the pattern ſet me as far as was 
my power, and launched into every exceſs, as opportt 
nity tempted; and if I paid greater regard to appeat 
ances, and conducted myſelf with more reſerve, it ws 
not from any reſtraint of principle; but becauſe | fav 
that faſhion did not authoriſe the ſame boundleſs liver 

ty in youth, as it did in more advanced life, 
But this reſerve ſoon began to be very uneaſy b 
me, and the pleaſures I enjoyed, to be confined withit 
narrower limits than I liked. Ripened, as I have ſad, 
dy the luxuriance of my conſtitution, I felt al q 
5 n 5 Warm 
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armeſt paſſions of my ſex before it was imagined that 
tender youth was capable of ſuch ſenſations, and 
5 treated like a child long after | thought myſelf a 
oman. The difficulties this laid me under were often 
ry diſagreeable. ] made every explanation that was 
t a direct breach of decency, and gave hints which 
uld have been readily underſtood from any one of a 
Tre advanced age. But, to my ſevere mortification, 
was attributed to meer imitation; and Miſs was 
mifcantly faid to echo her mama's words, when ſhe 
Puld much rather have practiſed her actions. 

„At length, however, I was relieved from this 
ning fituation, by one of thoſe accidents which de- 
rmine the fate of human life. As I was fitting one 
ening at an aſſembly, fretting myſelf to death to ſee 
eral ladies, whom 1 looked upon as my inferiors in 
ry thing but age, taken out before me, an officer, 
jo read my thoughts and was reſolved to have ſome 
uſement with me, came up to the place where I ſat, 
| entering into chat with a young lady who was with 
led her to aſk him if he did not deſign to dance; 
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- thei dn which turning to me with an air of the fnoſt reſ- 
y that ful politeneſs, he anſwered that he would, if I would 
ectht him the favour to be his partner. 

perſon, Such a preference, though to one of my moſt in- 


great 
ntrarf 
and it- 


ate acquaintances, (for the manner in which ſhe had 
ed the queſtion was a plain offer to dance with him 
elf,) was too pleaſing to be ſlighted. I aſſented moſt 


c mar eil, and in the height of my ſpirits at my triumph, 
may de e ſuch plain hints of the ſtate of my inclinations, 
ſure, , he ſoon comprehended them; and being ſome- 
was l 


at warm with wine, made advances to me which ! 


pporu: long wiſhed for, but never received before. 

appear The impreſſion made upon us by a firſt application 
, . 7 dard to be refiſted. For my part, I was too much 
le 1 la 


ſed with it to make the attempt; and really feel- 
al that warmth he profeſſed, met his withes more 
n half way. In ſuch a life as I led, and to perſons 
lſpoſed, opportunity could not long be wanted; 
when my lover came in a cooler moment to reflect 
be conſequences of an intrigue with one of my age 
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and rank, ſhould it ever happen to be diſcovered, My 
dence damped the ardour of his paſſion, and prev 
his carrying the conqueſt he had made to the Wh on 
of our mutual defires. But though he defcrred it 5 
the preſent, he did not abſolutely give up the den c 
when circumſtances. ſhould wear a more fayourk 


a Vinh 

aſpect. # 
* In families like ours, every perſon who dreſs able 
well and would play had ready admiſſion. He aua th g 
himſelf of this, and under the appearance of pf F. 


compliment to my mother, took every opportuniiy 
attending me to all places of pleaſurable reſort. 

«© The difference of our age, and particularly H 
being married, obviated every ſuſpicion. of his intei 


ons, as they ſhould have opened my eyes to the inM(:cr<c 
and folly of carrying on ſuch a correſpondence, bse 
was incapable of conſidering any thing beſide the edia 
ſure | felt in his company, which was evidently {ol ade 
cere, that, beyond his deſign, it affected him, andWMWuld |; 
began alſo to feel the paſſion he had only profeſſed i whe 
fore. | 
«© Though: he conducted himſelf. with the un 
circumſpection and addreſs, it was impoſiible to is hoſe to 


up ſuch an intercourſe long without the real motie( 
it being ſuſpected. The firſt hint of this alarmedl 
pride of my relations, though the original caufel 
not been thought worthy of their regard. Til 


time | 
anguiſ 
the ſte 


ſtantly aſſailed me with expoſtulations and reproad Els 
as they did my lover with menaces ; but all in ai on in x 

There is nothing more injudicious than to vorn 
ver a ſuſpicion of what it is not abſolutely in orr lMcbtrud, 
er to prevent. It takes off the reſtraint of ſhame, 4 ed us 


faction 
tumul 


apply 
We m 


raiſes a falſe reſentment that urges the crime -in reitl 
of the injurious accuſation. Inftead of working 
effect my friends deſigned, this conduct only haſt 
the conſequence which they meaned to hinder, ft 
ing they could not themſelves. break off the inter to pl. 
between us, though they knew not certain!y 1 | heigh 
length it had been carried, they had recourſe to" Ourle] 
rior authority, and prevailed to have my lover kr of in 
an expedition, from which it was more than pf cbes, ! 
that he would never return; or at leaſt if bs > Ing tg 
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ia be after ſuch a length of time as they doubted 
would wean my affections from him, and fix them 
ſome other more proper object. 
© But all their ſchemes were diſappointed. The 
edition miſcarried, and he returned before they 
igined he had even reached the place of his deſtina- 
n; and far from being cooled in our mutual regards 
ablence, they rather gathered ſtrength to break out 
th greater violence, | | 
© For ſome time, however, we obſerved ſo much 
tion as to fave appearances at leaſt, let ſuſpicions 
what they would. But a gardener ſurpriſing us one 
ning in an arbour, when we thought ourſelves ſafe 
m obſervation, though the fellow was highly bribed 
ſecrecy, we thought it imprudent to depend on him; 
lover therefore threw up his commiſſion, and we 
ediately eloped together out of the reach of my 
nds reſentment, who, we were well convinced, 
uld leave nothing undone to be revenged on the 
who had thrown ſuch a public ſcandal on their 
lily. | 
now thought my happineſs compleat, and giving 
hole to love, deſpiſed the cenſure of the world, and 
ked no farther than the preſent moment. But a lit- 
time made a change in my ſentiments, and I began 
anguiſh for the other pleaſures which I had torfeited 
the ſtep I had taken. Ek | 
{ | would not by this intimate any uncommon alte- 
on in my lover's behaviour; but the joy of novelty 
worn off, deſire was ſatisfied, and reflection began 
dbtrude upon us. Our ſituation neceſſarily. pre- 
ed us from ſociety, at leaſt any that could afford us 
faction, and confined us to each other; and when 
tumult of paſſion began to ſubſide, as we dared 
apply to reaſon for relief, time grew tedious, 
we mutually ſighed for variety, io give a reliſh 
n to pleaſure. The effect this had upon our tem- 
heightened our unhappineſs. Unable to look 
ourſelves for the real cauſe, each accuſed the 
r of inconſtancy and want of love; and theſe re- 
ches, inſtead of removing the complaint, were be- 
us io aggravate A coolneſs that was unavoidable, 
| 1 into 
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into determined diſlike and averſion: for, my de 
us in the warmth of youthful 1magination flatter 4 ha 
ſelves with what notions we will of eternal conf ot 
and unalterable love, ſenſe will ſoon be ſated and h 0 
guiſh for variety, if reaſon does not lend its af er : 
to fill up the dull pauſe of paſſion. With us the q 4 
ſequence was obvious, as our connexion dependede nt | 
tirely upon ourſelves. But before we had time toy gh 
ſolve abſolutely on a ſeparation, an event hape co 
which removed the immediate cauſe of our diſ-u, u At 
awoke all our former tenderneſs. alli 


ers 


958 : : jofitt 

Ee HA P. VII. lin a 

dure 

Continued. An unuſual effect of abſence. . The hſz it erly 


putation ſometimes inconvenient. Reflections on aq [ ha 
lification which all pretend to, and few poſſeſs; u in v 
a curious account of a man of conſequence. true 


be: [ HAVE obſerved to you that my lover h ju! 
fortune; all his hopes even depending on his ny th 

litary profeſſion. The manner in which he had en red 
away with me cutting off theſe for ever in his 8 Thi 
country, neceflity obliged him to ſeek emplojualMand « 
among ſtrangers. This the tumult of my thouy r Cc 
had made me overlook, at the time when it was n inen 
own power to have prevented the conſequences 0 Wat li 
But think what a ſtate | muſt have been in when Wire t 
hour lof his departure came! I look back to oven 
horror even now when uſe has made his abſence lcd i 
tar to me, and foftened many of the 1nconventt The 
of it. | elved 
„Without the converſation of a friend, to bin 
the tedious melancholy hours, and blunt the fig bat! 
rief; without the approbation of my own mite co 
ren thought and make reffection a pleaſure, mad 
left a ſtranger in a ſtrange place; and, what wa ſer b 
worſt of all, every morſel I eat imbittered b)" tha 
dreadful conſideration, that it was earned at the i fc 
hazard of the life deareſt to me in the world; ſt an 


| firſt thought of our parting removed all that wet 
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ch had been the cauſe of our diſguſt, and the occa- 
of it doubly endeared us, by ſhewing how much 
had given up, how much more we hazarded for 
other. | 

Our parting exceeded the power of deſcription. 
er the firſt tranſports of my grief were over, I ſunk 
a ſlate of inſenſibility, and grew abſolutely indif- 
nt to myſelf and every thing about me, fixing my 
zhts entirely on the days which were to bring me 
xccount from him, and living only for their arrival. 

At length lenient time began to adminiſter its ne- 
falling relief; and youth and health united their 
ets to diſſipate a gloom ſo contrary to my natural 
jofition ; I gradually recovered "= ſpirits, and felt 
in a reliſh for the pleaſures of ſociety. But theſe 
ſures were very different from thofe which I had 
erly delighted in. My mind had learned to think, 
bad had time to view things in another light from 
in which they had appeared before. My affections, 
true, were ſtill the ſame, invariably fixed upon my 
dd, and all the wiſhes of my heart centered in him; 
ba juſtly though I did not dare to conſider, holding 
his 7 thing that concerned him too ſacred to be even 
ad co red into, | 


his 01 Theſe wiſhes indeed were of a much. more exten- 
lov and exalted kind, than thoſe which had given riſe 
hour connexion. You may have obſerved that I call- 
23 nim my friend. From this time, I looked upon him 
es at light; and if not entirely in that alone, the very 
vben eg the idea of friendſhip with love was the higheſt 

0 it vi_ovement to the latter, and in in a great meaſure 
ce fl ed it from every groſs allay. | 

renteld The effect this had upon my mind is ſcarce to be 


eived ; | was not incapable of thought; but I had 
to bea given myſelf time to think. The moment there- 
e fla bat | began, I found a pleaſure in it which can- 


mio e conceived ; every hour brought me knowledge 
are, 1 ade me both ſurpriſed at, and athamed of, my 
t ver blindneſs and ignorance; I read in my own 
d % hough unhappily too late, all the wiſdom ne- 
the 1008) for the conduct of life. I thus literally de- 
d ot a new creature; and an my emerſion from the 
t wean ſolitude 
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ſolitude in which T had buried myſelf ſince my fi IF 
departure, ſought the company (and flatter mfg Fr a 
I was not unworthy of it) of the moſt valuabſe Pat the 
the fex. | os - 1dr 
« But I ſoon had the mortification to find mfc 8 
cluded from this pleaſing hope. Retired and ue the 
tionably as we had lived, the circumſtances of out 
ment had ſome how been diſcovered; fo that when], em of 
peared in company, inſtead of meeting the recepiq onal | 
had fondly expected, my advances toward u | {- 
were repulſed by iny own ſex, and J found myli but 
poſed to the familiarity and libertine addreſſes H owi 
other, who always lay it down as a rule, that a wu y ad; 
who has broken thro” the laws of virtue with onen ed, t! 
has entirely thrown off all farther regard to them, ai ſpirits. 
a fair quarry for genera! purſuit. The 
* You may ealily judge what a ſhock this was Hur o 
I now began to feel the ineſtimable loſs of reputat T7 age 
and returned to my former retirement with an Ed the 
burſting with diſappointment, ſhame and remorſe, | bent 
I was not ſuffered long to enjoy the peace ! ſouglit le ma; 
there. My new admirers purſued me, and in H ountr 
all I could ſay perſiſted in their gallantry ; and tin of be 
ten in a manner too groſs to have been offered Y wh: 
but a profeſſed proſtitute. refling 
% Had this happened ſome time ſooner, I ſhould It, w. 
inſtantly written to my friend, to come to f ſly | 
from ſuch inſolent abuſe 3 but my thoughts lad freed: 
taken a new turn, and I dreaded nothing more tu te th 
coming to his knowledge, for fear of any ill conke pleal 
ces to himſelf from the warmth of his temper, W hay, 
knew would be provoked to the higheſt rage at gener 
attempt. For this reaſon I refolved to take no H etion 
it to him, but behave in ſuch a manner to my 200 an ha 
as ſhould make them ridiculous even in their ee the 
% Habits long confirmed are not eaſily bene 
through by the belt reſolutions. I had a natural l had 
of temper; and the critical nature of kin 
courſe with my friend before our elopemen!, 10 othin 
under a kind of neceſſiiy of practiſing coquet ts, 
general conduct, in hopes of covering Wy * ment 
: ; CONN 


ſt ine; 
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TY 
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(tion with him TI will therefore take ſhame to 
ſelf, and confeſs that in my preſent ſolitary conditi- 
the proſpect of amuſement, in playing off their fool- 
addreſſes, had ſome weight with me in this deſign; 
er conſidering that ſuch a conduct was inconſiſſent 
h the principles in which I now prided myſelf, and 
inevitably diſappolyt my hopes of recovering the 
em of the prudent and virtuous of my own, and 
ona] part of the other ſex, _ 
 ] ſee you are affected with this melancholy de- 
but my heart was fo full that I could not ſtop its 
Wrfowing, I ſhall now conclude with one of the 
y adventures which this new ſcheme of mine pro- 
ed, the oddity of which will probably reſtore you 
ſpirits. | | 5 T 
rte perſons who thought proper to do me the 
our of declaring themſelves my admirers were of 
ry age and.rank in the place. As they had diſco- 
d the nobility of my birth, they all thought it in- 


dent upon them to diſplay their utmoſt politeneſs 


e manner of making their addreſſes. Though eve- 
ountry has peculiar cuſtoms which conſtitute the 
of behaviour, true politeneſs is efſentially the ſame 
y where, and differs only in the external modes of 
refſing it. The mechanical part, as I may juſtly 
It, which conſiſts in cringes and compliments, may 
ally learned; but the unembarraſſed eaſe and pro- 


freedom of addreſs and deportment, which deno- 


ate the character at firſt ſight, and that deſire to 
pleaſure, which pleaſes in its very appearance, 
have a foundation from nature, in a benevolent 
generous diſpoſition, and be confirmed by early 
ation and long practice. The latter indeed may 
an habit that ſhall deceive a ſuperficial view ; but 
re the former is wanting, the judicious obſerver 
ſoon diſcover and deſpiſe the impoſture. 

had abundant experience of the juſtice of this 
Uk in the behaviour of my new admirers. Had 1 
othing more than meer common amuſement in my 
pits, this would have afforded me ſufficient ; but 
ment at their impudence made me determined to 
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puſh their folly to its utmoſt length; and then en 
It to public ridicule. | | 
«© The few who really poſſeſſed that politene wy 
all aped, ſoon perceived, by the manner of my ted 
ing their advances, that they were diſagreeable uu 
and accordingly they defiſted from giving me ary 
ther trouble. But their aukward imitators in the 
ternals of good-breeding, forming their judgmen; 
me from themſelves, conſtrued my complaiſance i 
approbation, and thought I was pleaſed with u 
they ſaid, becauſe I did not directly fly into anq 
rage; but when I had taken time to look into th 
characters, and ſee which was fitteſt for my pin 
to work upon, I gave the reſt their diſmiſſion, u 
manner molt like to take effect. 
« Among the ſelected few whom I permit 
flatter themſelves with hopes of ſucceſs was ai 
burgher, who had made an immenſe fortune by 8 
iniquitous prackice in the myſterious buſineſs of 1 
tractor, for ſupplying the armies of the powers at1 
with proviſions. Though he was ſprung fron 
very dregs of mankind, and had paſſed his youthnl 
moſt ſordid and ſervile employments, his heart un 
puffed up by his riches, that he muſt on all oc 
aſſume the man of birth and good-breeding, Thu 
own baſe diſpoſition made it impoſſible for lim 
in any thing beſide their follies and vices, in al 
which he made a moſt remarkable figure. Hei 
fine houſes, he bought pictures, he gamed; a 
compleat his character, he muſt now have a mil 
quality; and I, forſooth; was the happy object it 
pitched upon for this "nn 5 
] ſhould have obſerved, that as ſoon as hetl 
into his head to commence a man of figure, it 
married a wife whoſe whole fortune confilted i 
nobility of her family, being deſcended in the nin 
move from a German baron, and none of her il 
ous anceſtors having ſtained their blood by a 
of induſtry. | 
„ Before he could obtain ſuch an honour, he 
obliged to hire an herald to deduce his pedgit 
the eaſy means of changing only four letters 
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from an equally illuſtrious houſe ; and to turn 

ly daughter by a former wife, whole induſtry had 
greatly aſſiſtant to his making his fortune, out of 

„ without any proviſion more than a bare ſupport 
abſolute want. + 3885 

The diſpoſition that could demand ſuch terms was 
om being ſoftened, when its tyranny was confirm- 

y marriage. She governed in the moſt de ſpotic 

ber. He was obliged to quit buſineſs. His fortune 

Lviſhed upon her relations, who let him know they 

ght him honoured by their acceptance of it; and 

as but a cypher.in his own houſe, where every ſer- 
quoted her command for diſputing his authority, 
old him directly that he was not qualified to give 
tions to ſo genteel a family, | . 

In ſuch a ſituation it was not.ſtrange that he ſhould 
for ſatisfaction abroad; but even in this his deſign 
conſiſtent with the reſt of his conduct, and very 
ent from what might moſt naturally be imagined, 
ifcant as he was at home, he gave himſelf the 
ſt airs of politeneſs and conſequence among his 
anions, where he was ſafe from the terror of his 
t's power; to confirm his title to which character, 
dave ſaid before, he formed the project of paying 


dreſſes to me, not from any particular paſſion he 
dr me. | EI | 


— 


CHAP, VIII. 


ned. A ſhort way of making love. Bargains beſ 


fe in few words; with an odd inſtance of old-fa- 
med folly. | | 


T. is impoſſible to give any deſcription of this im- 
portant perſon's courtſhip. His politeneſs, it is 
reached ſo high as to accoſt me with as many 
and cringes as make the aukward ceremonial of 
crowned heads, and with an equal good grace. 
re it all ended; and when he came to ſpeak to 
Was in the ſame phraſe and manner as he would 
argained for a parcel of cheeſe, or meal. | 

| | Madam, 
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« Madam, (ſaid he) underſtanding as how you K 
© ſhip's favours are to be diſpoſed of, I come io 
«© about the purchaſe. I like the appearance of ” 
© commodities, and do not doubt but they are in gy 
« order, and merchantable; and ſhall therefore g 
you your own price. I am not one of your ligt 
« chaps that make many words to a bargain, l 
«© money is my way; and the reſt I leave to jy 
e | 

„Though I had ſtudied my part very wel, [y 
ſomewhat diſconcerted at ſuch an addreſs. Rey 
ing myſelf, however, in a few minutes, I was ri 
diverted than offended at the oddity of it, and ref 
to drive the Bargain, as he juſtly called it, in his g 
way. Accordingly I anſwered him with an af 
confuſion, that I did not rightly underſtand wha 
meant. - 

«© Madam, (replied he) my meaning is, to - 
« to, Inſhort, madam, plain dealing is beſt, | 
„ meaning is, to purchaſe ſome certain fayours fi 


4% you, for which I am willing to pay you the hi 
« price of the market. I deſpiſe making fine ſptecin 
« but if you are inclined to deal, no one ſhall ou 


« me. I never think good wares too dear. Can 


c don't ſtand ſhilly, ſhally! Say! is it a bargain, y 
« orno? | ET | 
<« Jt was impoſſible for me to pretend 1gnoranct: 
longer; though I did not think proper to accept af 
propoſals too readily, for fear it ſhould make hint 
flightly of my 2vare ; at the ſame time that I fawity 
neceſſary to keep up his hopes, by ſeeming to ente 
to treaty with him, as he was inſenſible of that exp 
tation and anxiety which to minds of more delicacſh 
the food of love. | | | 
« You men of conſequence (I anſwered) have | 
culiar way of doing every thing. Your fort 
raiſe you above the formalities neceſſary to b 
ſerved by other people. I own I do not di 
of your propoſal ; but as it is a thing which I 
never yet thought about, I muſt take ſome i 
conſider what terms are proper for me to mal 
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mean while I ſhall be glad to ſee you as often as 
convenient for you to do me that honour.” | 
Deſo madam, (returned he, _overjoved at his ſuc- 
J ycu are a ſenſible woman, and ſpeak like one 
t has been uſed to buſineſs, I ike you the better 
your frankneſs, It is my own way. And when 
| have fixed your price, we ſhall not differ. There 
Il be no delay on my part. Ready money ! Ready 
ney is always my word.” — Saying this my lover 
is leave, and left me not alittle at a loſs how to 
de with him. Dog | 
\s] was no ſtranger to the circumſtances of his 
„the firſt thought that occurred to me was, to 
the whole to his wife, and concert meaſures 
er for puniſhing his infidelity and preſumption. 
don reflection | enjarged my ſcheme, and reſolved 
if could not turn his ridiculous paſſion to ſome 
age ſor his deſerted daughter, before I gave him 
her chaſtiſement. 5 ; 
\ccordingly I went directly to a lady with whom 
y ſhe was acquainted, and enquiring, as if from 
dn curioſity, into her circumſtances and character, 
e pleaſure to find her every way worthy of my 
and aſſiſtance. I therefore ſent for her very pri- 
that evening, as if to give her ſome needle-work 
or me; her father's allowance being ſo ſmall that 
s obliged to have recourſe to induſtry, to enable 
Ive with any degree of comfort, though ſhame 
er do it with as much privacy as poſſible; and 
my converſation that turn which I thought moſt 
o win her confidence, preſſed her to let me.know 
igns and proſpects for life; for making ſuch en- 
aſſured her that J had other motives than meer 


. | | 
lorel by the manner in which I ſpoke, ſhe burſt. 
00d of tears; and as ſoon as ſhe was able to 
told me modeſtly, that ſhe had no proſpects, 
is incapable of forming any defigns ; that indeed 
gbt of her wiſhes would be to be married to a_ 
man who had been bred to buſineſs under her 
but was turned off as well as herſelf on the 
news 
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new-ordering of his family; that they had lone g; 
other from their infancy ; but he having no forty, 
enter into trade with, his family which was veryrey 
ble, having been ruined by the calamities of War; y 
her father abandoning her in the manner he did, j 
could not think of tranſmitting their misfortunes toil 
innocent poſterity by marrying ; and therefore had in 
ed to each other to live ſingle, as the only progfh 
could give of the ſincerity of their mutual attachney 
] was not proof to ſuch a ſtory. I embracedh 
tenderly; and aſſuring her of my friendſhip, bade h 
hope for a happy change in her fortune very ſpell 
I then enquired how much would be ſufficient to 
her huſband in buſineſs with a proſpe& of ſucceß x 
encourage them to marry ? And on her anſwering, jk 
if they had about a thouſand crowns to add to fone] 
tle matter they had already made a ſhift to lay up 
their frugality, they would venture, and truſt then 
to the bleſſing of Providence on their honeſt induſty, 
told her, that if I was not diſappointed much ben 


my expectation, ſhe ſhould not long want a greater 


than that; but that all depended on her not taking 
leaſt notice of her having been with me, or even nei 
oning my name to any one living, till I ſhould giel 
permiſſion. This caution the promiſed to obſervem 
carefully, and then took her leave with a lighter t 
than ſhe had felt for ſome time. 
„ My deſign upon my ready-meney lover was! 
urged by a better motive than either amuſement a 
'venge, which had firſt ſet me upon it, The mur 
which I doubted not to extort from his abſurd pali 
I reſolved to give to his daughter; and then to 
uſe of the aſliſtance of his wife, to avoid performing 
part of the bargain, and compleat my original ſctel 
who, I was ſenſible, would not only puniſh him ft 


ciently for his vicious folly, but alſo expoſe him toll 
higheſt and moſt public ridicule. 177 
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CH A 5,1 


inued. Many buyers raiſe the market. On ballancing 
warice and vanity, the former kicks the beam. 


CcorDINGLY, when he came to pay me a vi- 
fit next morning, I gave him an opportunity of 
ewing his treaty, which he preſſed ſo warmly to be 
ught to a concluſion, that after a little affected heſi- 
jon, I condeſcended to capitulate ; and at length aſ- 
ted to his propoſal for the conſideration of two thou- 
Ul CLOWNS, | | 3 | 
At the mention of ſuch a ſum he looked aghaſt. 
Two thouſand crowns ! (ſaid he, as ſoon as he could 
ut his mouth to articulate a word) Why, ſure your 
adyſliip can't be ſerious! I never heard of ſuch a 
hing in my life. Two thouſand crowns for a night's 
aging! I have lodged a whole army for leſs before 
ow, You ſurely can't be ſerious, in making ſuch 
demand! A prince is not able to purchaſe your fa- 
ours at ſuch a price.” 
Then no prince ſhall have them, Sir, (anſwered 
putting on a look of offended dignity) and if you 
bink my demand too high, you are welcome to go 
here you may be ſerved cheaper. 1 know where I 
an have more from another perſon ; but as you ſpoke 
it, I would not treat with any one elſe till I had 
oncluded with you.” | | 
More than two thouſand crowns! Death, 
adam, it is impoſſible. Who is able to offer more 
| an two thouſand crowns ?” 7; 
ming! Really, Sir, I do not think myſelf obliged t 
| (che wer ſuch a queſtion. However, to let you ſee 
him (Pat Jam above impoſing on you, What do you think 
im t01 the count 2” | | * 
At that word his pride inſtantly took fire. He 
f been born a vaſſal of the count's family, to efface 
HA emembrance of which he now took every opportu- 
91 entering into competition, and inſulting him with 
ſtentatious diſplay of his ſuperior wealth. This I 
and therefore made uſe of his name, though 
pL, II. C without 
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without any authority, as the ſureſt method af e, 
ing him up to my deſign ; being confident he wou m 
to be outdone in any thing, much more a matter © A kn 
ſential to his character, by one whom he both hated w nd 
deſpiſed ſo highly. Wall 
„The event ſhewed I had judged right, n im 
© count, madam, (ſaid he, with an air of conting or 
« Why! what of him? Is not my money as zu. 1 
«© his ? nn Iraw 
——* Yes, fir, I believe it may; but you 4 piiurk: 
ſeem ſo well inclined to part with it, I though ad! 
ter what you ſaid laſt night, that we ſhould rec 
have a ſecond word; but I. find people can ul ” 
their ready money without opening their purſe, t te 
Madam! I'd have you to know, madam, thi eet 
ſcorn ſuch an imputation. It is well known H 
never go back from my word, madam, When und 
it, I will do it. But really don't you think ring 
aſk to much? Is there no prevatling on yo Hake 
abate ?” | | | | te 
— Fir, you ſaid yeſterday, that you did nd a 

* to make many words; no more do I, fir. Mens 
„ ſtrength of your offering ready money, I ſet tie Mad t. 
„ loweſt terms; and I wonder how you can think ſo me 
* much to a woman of my quality. In my cout F1 


WEED _—_— — — . — — > TIT 


“% have known an orange-girl get more. But thou 
* haps you would chuſe ſuch low-lived cream 
© though I own I took you for a perſon of better i arga 
&* and above deſcending to any thing unworthy one) 
„ rank; and I am ſorry to find that I am miſtaken reno 
is true, I had ſome hints of the kind given ne, Rs m 
46 therefore did not give the count a poſitive day pr 
“ fo that TI can eaſily come to treat with him N 
He knows what is due to a lady of diſtinQion, Mo.! 


vill not make words about ſuch a trifle. r th 
-46 your humble ſervant?”  — © :- il n 

„While I was making this notable and d big 
ſpeech, which I could ſcarce ſuppreſs. my lauge ha 
utter, he ſtood in the moſt whimſical ſituation * ut of 
ballancing the account between avarice and van. y 
length the latter prevailing, .* Hold, mad, n ſo 


* 


THE REVERTIE. - | 4a; 
e, catching me by the ſleeve, for fear I ſhould 
ave him) pray, don't be in ſuch a violent hurry, 
know how to behave to you as well as the count, 
1d better too; and I'll ſee him damned before he 
hall touch the hem of your garment. I'll make 
im know that he ſhall not pretend to outbid me, 
or any thing I have a mind to! That I will! And 
b, madam, you ſhall have your price, without any 
Irawback ; and in earneſt of the bargain, take this 
urſe of an hundred ducats. Only name the time 
nd place; that's all; that's all, I won't ſtand for 
. „ 

« Then, Sir, if you will pleaſe to come ſecretly, 
t ten to-morrow night, to my garden door, I'II 
Peet you there myſelf, and conduct you up.” 

« Very well; l be ſure to come. I am always 
Wuntual to a minute, in ghoſe affairs; but muſt 1 
ring the reſt of the money with me, or will you 
nake me your banker, and draw it out as you want 
te” ; | ; 
« T ſhould, Sir, with all my heart; but it hap- 
dens that I have occaſion for it to-morrow morning, 


ome by nine o'clock.” . | 
% How, madam! nine o'clock in the morning! 
thought you ſaid ten at night.” 2 
=> Yes, Sir, ſo I did, to perform my part of the 
pargain. 1 only mean that you ſhould bring the 
noney fo early, as I have a preſſing call for it in the 
prenoon. I preſume you have no objection eblig- 
ng me fo far; and don't doubt my honour to keep 
ny promiſe.” : 1 | 
N- N= No, madam.) I= I—I cant fay as 
low I do doubt your ladyſhip's honour in the. leaſt, 
or the matter of that. But ſtill, I=I— I—. 
ill not the evening do as well? I ſhould be glad to 
lige you to be ſure ; but advancing money before 


ut of the way of buſineſs. It is what I never do.” 


nd therefore muſt beg the favour of you to bring it 


de have even had a ſample of the goods, is quite 


** Then, Sir, here is your purſe again; and 1 
1 ſorry to have thrown away, ſo much time. 1 
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„ muſt and will have the money to-morrow mg, 


e] know the count will make no difficulty. Perf, 


t quality have confidence in each other.“ 


“% Madam, I have as much confidence 4; be 


e or any man; and as for quality, with the adding 
ee my wife's arms, I have nine quarterings more thy 


* he. His rank, indeed! And ſo, madam, Ian ready 
to oblige your ladyſhip with all my heart, if it wy 
ten times more. I only ſaid it was out of the cou 


.* of buſineſs. I did not refuſe you. No! ul 
« -know better what is due to a perſon of rank, th 
.* to refuſe ſuch a trifſe. We always have a regt 
„ for one another.“ . i 


* Then, fir, 1 may depend upon you, at 1g 
“in the morning without fail,” | 1 
——* You may moſt aſſuredly, madam ; and ſo ti 
6 2he carneftapmn? YN 
« All things being thus ſettled, I permitted hin 
honour of a ſalute, as earneſt of the bargain on n 
nde, and ſent him away quite happy. 
I ſuppoſe his impatience for the arrival of the n 
morning was not quite ſo high as mine, violent a h 
Paſſion was. However he was punctual to his tine 
and being immediately admitted to my dreſſing- uu 
as ſoon: as the ſervants withdrew, © Here, macin 
© (ſaid he, with an emotion that ſhewed the ſtugy 
in his breaſt at what he was doing) here is tbe n 
„ ney. Vou may tell it over. 1 have only deduit 
„the hundred duckets I gave you in earneſt, and 
* uſual diſcount for advancing money before hail 
© only five per cent, no more; and we never do if 
+ leſs. Buſineſs will not afford it.“ | 
„Well, fir, (anſwered-I; fully ſatisfied that In 
ſecure of ſo much) I do not underſtand theſe t 
ters; but I leave it entirely to you. ' And to t 
vince you that I am a perſon of honour, I vil be. 
punctual to my appointment as you have been! 
your's. At ten preciſely, you ſhall find me at th 
garden-door. But for fear 'of being obſerved, (om 


you think it would be better if you were to diſgul 
« yourſelf ſome way. A lady's reputation, you kn 
is a very tender thing; neither would it be fo pro 
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that a perſon of your dignity ſhould be diſcovered. 
It would lefſen your importance in the eyes of the 
lic. | | 

Po Why, madam, to be ſure, what your lady- 
ſkip ſays is very right; and therefore, though I ſhall 

ſcarce know myſelt when 1 lay by my robes, I will 
rive to do without them for once, and come diſ- 
guiſed in the dreſs of any private gentleman. I have 
heard that the greateſt pleaſure of an intrigue is in 
the ſtratagems and tricks that are practiſed to hide 
it. Hah! hah! hah! And ſo I wiſh your ladyſhip 
x good morning. At ten! remember at ten.? | 
„My ſcheme having ſucceeded thus far, I was im- 
ent to communicate their good fortune to thoſe who 
re to reap the benefit of it. I therefore wrote to his 
ohter, to come to me that night about eleven o'clock, 
| bring her lover with her. The great difficulty now 
bow to open the affair to the wife, in ſuch a man- 
J that ſhe ſhould be ready to be produced at a pro- 
time, without danger of her Jetting her wrath break 
too ſoon, ſo as to prevent the accompliſhment of 
defion. V ; 

The only way I could think of was, to go to the 
from whom I had the ſtory of the family, and who, 
ad reaſon to believe, would gladly give her affiflance 
promote any ſcheme for puniſhing her huſband, and 
joling him to ridicule. At the firſt mention of the 
Ir, the entered moſt heartily into it; and to make 
of the lady, went'direQly and engaged her to ſpend 
evening with her ; not chufing to let her know a 
Id of the matter till every thing ſhould be ripe for 
cution, for fear of the violence of her temper. 
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11 
GX. feds 
one 
Continued, Liſteners ſeldom like what they bear. f ned 
danger of provoking high blood; with the great wi duct 
of peace-making in the madern way, rect 
: | | ; ( 
1. . things being thus prepared, the eich atio 
hour at length arrived, when I attended gy [in 
mit my gallant, who did not make me wait long. ( Ity, 
my opening the garden-door, I was ſurpriſed ne: 
the manner in which he had diſguiſed himſelf. h Ced 
had put on an old ſuit of cloaths all over dawb'd yi Vl 
lace, which had belonged half a century before Med 
relation of his wife's, whom the tradition of her fant ref 
recorded to have been a general officer; ard which hi 
preſerved with the moſt religious care, as an indi al VE 
able proof of her illuſtrious deſcent, ſupplying new ert 
or cloth occaſionally, to repair the depredation 1 
time. | het 
„The abſurdity of putting on for privacy a 0 ge. 
whoſe glaringneſs and fingularity muſt attract the nuit go! 
of every one who ſaw it, and would probably da 
mob after his heels, could not have eſcaped any one dc 
himſelf; but his head was too intent upon nan be 
figure in the eyes of his miſtreſs, to mind any thing ell 
as I was far from being diſpleaſed at it, my motie f Wðou 
deſiring him to diſguiſe himſelf being only to expo 
to ſtronger ridicule on detection, which 1 did not dl 
he ſhould eſcape. | | 
As ſoon as he entered the garden, his fra 
was to make me obſerye the briitiancy of his appt 
ance, by telling me that according to my deſire tel 
come in diſguiſe, but could not poſſibly debafe f 
ſelf or diſhonour me ſo much as to put on any 
unworthy of his rank, or improper to appear in bel 
me. I thanked him for my ſhare of his complun 
and being apprehenſive that he might be for tak 
ſome liberties which I did not like, if I made any 6 
Jay there, led him directly up to my own chan 10 
where I left him in the dark, telling him I Would ve 


turn as ſoon as I ſaw my ſervants properly düse 
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1 then went down into the parlour, where my 
ſederate had juſt brought his wife, big with expec- 
jon of hearing ſomething from me that nearly con- 
ned her honour. Few words were requiſite to in- 
duce a ſubject which all were equally impatient for. 
rectly unfolded to her the injuſtice deſigned to her 
d; (the affair of the money | thought proper not to 
ation for obvious reaſons) and telling her, that hav- 
in vain tried every argument to get rid of his impor- 
ity, and convince” him of the flagrancy of, ſuch a 
me againſt a lady of her rank, I had at length pre- 
ded to comply with his d-fires, on purpoſe to give 
1up' to her admonitions and authority, which I 
Nped might be more effectual to reclaim him; and 
erefore made an appointment with him, as if to gra- 
his vile deſires, in conſequence of which he was 
at very moment in my chamber, whither ſne was at 
erty to go to him. . | | 
It is impoſſible to deſeribe the effect this ſtory had 
her. She ſtood for ſome moments convulſed with 
ge. At length recovering, herſelf a little, ſhe was 
en going directly and trampling the wretch under her 
t; but her friend interpoſed and inſinuating, as we 
d concerted, that though what T had ſaid might poſſi- 
be very true, it would yet be a ſatisfaction to the la- 
to be a witneſs to it herſelf; wherefore ſhe thought 
would be the beſt way, if I pleaſed, for me to re- 
rn to him, and enter into ſome ſuch diſſuaſive diſ- 
urſe as Þ had before: uſed, his anſwers to which would 
| nirm what | had faid, and be a teſtimony againſt him, 
fta r be could not attempt to deny or evade. To this 
eplied with an offended air, that I was.not accuſtom- 
e 10 have what I ſaid doubted; however, on ſuch an 
aſe bf <a0>7 as this I ſhould wave all punetilio, to give ſatiſ- 
no alen to one for whom J had fo high a reſpe as her 
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in bene hip; and therefore was ready to do that, or any 
pirat elſe ſhe ſhould deſire. 3 
r a Flattered by this compliment, ſhe nodded majeſ- 
any ally, and ſuppreſſing her wrath as well as ſhe could, 
ante = know that ſhe would attend me to the diſgrace- 
ould if cene, | | | | 
poſed 8. 4 60 My 


6 | tif 
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My gallant was by this time beginning to he w 
patient. On my opening the door (which L left q 
for his wife, though I ſhot the lock to impoſe upon lui 
he advanced to me, and taking me by the hand, aj, 
hy I had not brought a light? Deeds of data 
* (faid I, with a loud figh) ſhould avoid the lig. 
« I do not believe I ſhall ever bear to ſee the lizhty 
gain after conſenting to give you this meeting. }y 
I hope you will reflect on the blackneſs of ſuch 
crime, as this you have been ſo Jong folliciting w 

to, and deſiſt before it is too late.“ 
— Hley-day! What can be the meaning of 4 
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„ this? What fool's-play can you be at now? C]ẽꝓꝛLgæ ewh 
% come! for ſhame, ſtand to your word. I can d as | 
« ftay long with you to-night. I muſt be at home h. ook 
fore my Tezabel of a wife, to pull off theſe d bray, 
% If ſhe ſhould fee them upon me, I ſhould never by for a 
« the laſt of it. I cannot ſtay above an hour; aud the x 
«« make haſte.” have 

— Il am amazed, Sir, that you can ſpeak of iWurio: 
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* lady of your wife's rank in fo diſreſpectful a many 
4 It gives me a very bad opinion of you. She mers 
«© better treatment; and after the honour ſhe hasdae 
«« you in condeſcending to be your wife, it is the hig. 
« eſt injuſtice and ingratitude in you to wrong her bi 
«© with any body elſe.” 
| „ Blood, madam, you are enough to make! 


% man mad, to ſtand trifling ſo at ſuch a time as thi II 
« As to what you ſay about my wife's bed, its e 
% nonſenſe. No man can bear to bed with fucha obil 


bear 
lit is 


ugly, filthy brute; and for the honour ſhe did m 
J am ſure I have paid dearly for it. I have nit 


«© her great family from beggary. They had not a ort 
* to cover their illuſtrious nakedneſs, till I took ot: 
8 paſſion” | AS A! 


ot h 
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ot 11 
eaſo 
his 1 
Tiyt: 


« At theſe words, in burſt his wife like a tygi 
robbed of her whelps. Villain! ſave! baſe mectt 
nic! (exclaimed ſhe) You take compaſſion on 0] 
family! You raiſe them from beggary! But II 


« ſtoop to talk to you. I'll have ſatisfaction! I wil 
„the blood of your baſe heart ſhall waſh away te 


« aftcqit 
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affront. - I'll ſummon all my relations to-morrow- 
morning, and lay your villainy before them. They'll 
vindicate the honour of our houſe ; they'll do Juſtice 

to themſelves and me, in a manner that ſhall ſtrike 
terror into all ſuch ungrateful wretches “. 

« While ſhe poured out theſe threats, ſhe was. 
cching for him all round the room; but he fortu- 
tely eſcaped her by creeping. under the bed, the mo- 

nt he heard her voice, where he lay in a ſituation 

it may eaſily be conceived. Not being able to find 

| ſhe roared out for lights; but I thought it would 
too ſevere to give him up, till her anger ſhould be 
newhat cooled, and therefore countermanded them 

d as ſhe had by this time raved herſelf out of breath, 
ook her by the hand, and leading her to a chair, 
Pray, madam, (faid I, in a ſoothing accent) fit down 
for a moment and ſtrive to compoſe yourſelf. 1 own, 
the provocation you have received 1s very great, t0 
have your bed flighted, and your perſon ſpoke ſo in- 
juriouſſy of, Y = | 
Mention not that! (anſwered ſhe)! mention not 
that! I deipife him too much to regard any-thing he 
can fay of myſelf. But my family! The villain, to 
traduce my family, and-talk of their being under ob- 
gation to hin!. They who ſuffered him to come in- 

to their pedigree, and quarter their arms! I will have 
revenge, I will have his heart's blood.“ | 

* The- reſentment you ſhew, madam, (interpoſed 
the other lady) is worthy of you, and proves the 
bility of your blood. No perſon of family can 
bear ſech abuſe, But ſtill, madam, confider who 
tis that has offered it. A creature that is not 
worthy of the reſentment of your relations, and has 
not the ſpirit to meet them to be killed fairly, and 
is a man of honour ſhould kill him; and you would 

ot have them turn aſſaſſins and murder him, and fo 
et all his fortune go to his daughter, as you could 
n i oe inherit it after ſuch an action. For all theſe 
eaſons, I would recommend it to you to make up 
his ugly affair. What has paſſed is known only to 17.34 
rlelyes, and need go no farther, Wherefore, if, - 
C 5 ni he. ; > _ 55 
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he will aſk your pardon for what he intended jg 

and actually faid to this lady, and will make gy 

half his fortune to you, to ſettle upon your ow f. 

mily, in caſe you ſhould have no children yay, 

4. I think your ladyſhip had better toryin 

im.“ „ 

* The other heard her out with great patience; wi 
then pauſing for ſome time, as if to weigh matten 
„Well, madam, (ſaid ſhe, ſighing) ſince you adiiſe} 

I ſubmit. For this offence I will accept of the fi, 

faction you propoſe ; but let him take care hoy k 

' repeats it.“ | 

Matters being thus happily adjuſted, I called ft 
lights, and defired my gallant to make his appearag, 
who having overheard all that paſſed, venture y 
creep gut of his hole, tho' without daring to ſpak} 
word. | | | 


CIA © A 


Concluded. A relapſe is often wworſe than the firſt diy 
der. By the help of good friends, the grey mare priv 
the better horſe. The whole concluded with ſome int 
refting refletions, which prove that people ſhould 


Before they leap. 


5 18 H E candles diſcovered a groupe of figuresnl 

eaſy to be deſcribed. My unfortunate g 
lant, all pale and trembling, his buſhy wig turned auf 
and the powder of it ſpread over his cloaths, which vet 
all tumbled and dropping wet from ſomething he nad 
ſpilled in his creeping under the bed, fixed his hagzt 
eyes upon his tender mate, who no ſooner perctiit 
the ſplendid relicks of her kinſman's rank abuſed in fucl 
a manner, than forgetting her pacific reſolution, In 
relapſed into all her former fury. 

% Audacious villain ! (exclaimed ſhe, her eyes # 
ring with rage, and her whole face diſtorted with | 
very diabolical paſſion) “ to profane that facred tel 
„ mony of the honour of my family on ſuck 2 4 


5 
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ed, baſe occaſion ! Were you not afraid that the 
offended ſpirit of its illuſtrious owner would come 
and tear it from your vicious carcaſe ? But he has 
left the taſk to me.” | . 
e Saying this, ſhe flew at the trembling wretch with 
impetuoſity not to be prevented, and, driving her 
ngs into his cheeks, in an inftant bathed his face in 
lod, Cowards when arouzed are always moſt deſpe- 
te. Though nothing could have made him face her 
ry deliberately, the moment he felt her claws in his 
eh he forgot his fears, and giving an hideous roar, re- 
med her aſſault with equal violence, faſtening one 
and in her hair, and ſtriking her on the face and breaſt 
ih all his might with the other. | | 

© The combat now was really terrible, and the vic- 
dry for ſome time doubtful. But at length with our 
ſiſtance, who, when we thought ſhe had ſuffered. 
nough, under the appearance of parting them, over- 
owered him, the Amazon got the better, and kneeling 
n his breaſt as he lay on the ground, vented her rage 
pon him while ſhe was able to ſtrike a blow. When 
he could beat him no more, we made a ſhift to ſepa- 
ate and raiſe them from the ground, and having with 
dme diticulty reſtored them both to their: ſenſes, re- 
med our mediation, in which we were ſo ſucceſsful, 
joth parties being ſufficiently fick of the quarrel, that a 
conciliation was agreed to; which-we took care ſhould 
e on tne moſt mortifying terms to the old letcher. 
** During: all theſe tranſactions, my poor gallant 
ſed frequently to look at me fo ſignificantly, that 1 
yas afraid his wife would have obſerved it, and extor- 
ed an explanation.. But it eſcaped her notice, and he 
bought proper not to mention any thing of the mat- 
er; whether that he judged ſuch an inſtance of ex- 
navagance would only provoke her more; for, laviſh 
s ſhe was of his money upon her relations, ſhe grudg- 
d him every penny he ſpent ; or concluded from my 
onduct, that I ſhould deny the charge, which in that 
aſe would only aggravate his ſhame, as he had no 
roof of it. | 


5 
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« To confirm him in this opinion, which I gueſſeg y 


be the cauſe of his ſilence when his lady and he wert ft 
ready to depart, | muſtered up all the aſſurance I coil. 


and addreſſing myſelf to her; I hope, madam, (lad ; Al 
J that if this odd affair ſhould ever happen ty ' i # 


known, you will bear witnefs to the purity and jj, 
tue of my conduct: and you, fir, I muſt cauig 
againſt taking any liberties with my character, wit 
view of extenuating your own crime, or laying u 
thing to my charge which you cannot plainly pry; 
as you regard your life; which, you are ſen; 
„ would be made anſwerable for any inſult offered k 
«6 me.” a | 
To this ſpeech ſhe replied in the affirmative, yi 
her huſband returned only one of his expreſlive lods 
and then they lovingly departed together. 
„When my confederate and I had indulged d 
mirth for ſome time, we went to my gallant's daughig, 
who, with her lover, was juſt then come. On my e. 
tering the room where they were, the ſtrongeſt ande 
appeared in both their faces, though modeſty prevent 
their giving it utterance. Not to keep thcm in pain 
« You told me yeſterday, madam, (ſaid J, taking he 
* by the hand) that a thouſand crowns would give ya 
« a proſpect of happineſs, with this deſerving genie. 
% man. I now have the pleaſure to inform you, tha 
« T have. applied to your father, with whom | har 
« pleaded ſo ſucceſsfully, that I have got you tw 
* thouſand from him, which I have ready to give you 
% and hope heaven will bleſs it in your hands.” 
„What this happy pair felt on this occaſion, my 
be eaſier conceived than deſcribed. They fell toge- 
ther on their knees before J could poſſibly prevent 
them, and kiſſing my hands, bathed them with tear 
of extacy. My heart melted in ſympathy with them, 
T raiſed them from the ground, and embraciag then 
both, led them, unable to ſpeak, into the next room, 
where I put the money into the Jady's hands who dr 
realy gave it to him. We then fat down to fuppet 
during which, to relieve their ſpirits that were finking 
under the preſſure of joy and gratitude, I gave a ook 
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he pleaſure my heart was overflowing with, and 
rained them in the moſt obliging and familiar man- 
and when the ſervants retired, gratified their cu- 
ml ty, which I ſaw raiſed to a torture, with an ac- 
1t of the whole affair, but in the light moſt favour- 
to my old gallant, to avoid giving his daughter pain, 
, notwithſtanding his unnatural treatment of her, 
er mentioned him but in terms of duty and reſpect, 

Though the burgher and his lady had promiſed, 
hey really ought for their own fakes, to keep this 
ous affair ſecret, it ſoon took wind. The lady, 
ole natural ſweetneſs of temper was not much en- 
ſed by this affair, never ſaw the livid marks of her 
hand's proweſs upon her face, or thought of the 
anation of her kinfman's clothes, that ſhe did not 
| him a comfortable lecture on his baſeneſs and de- 


d ou hery before all companies; by which means all ſhe 


Zhen 7 of the matter became public. But this was not 
uy e. My gallant had boaſted among his intimates of his 
Nx planting the count in my favour ; and when he was 
vented 


r recovered from the effects of his wife's reſentment 


0 pan, WW be able to ſhew his face, ſcrupled not to ſay that 
ng uad carried his ſucceſs to the height of his wiſhes, 
ve 11 eh he never took courage to renew his applica- 
gentle $ 10 me, nor even, which | wondered at, to de- 
r 1 d reſtitution of his money. 

al 


This laid me under a neceſſity of telling the whole 
„ in my own vindication, both his giving me the 
ey and the uſe I had made of- it, which gave the 
| another turn; thoſe who were moſt unfavourable 
eir opinions of me before, now changing their note, 
extolling my juſtice and generoſity to the ſkies, 
was this the only advantage I received from it. 
ret of my admirers, terrified by the burgher's 
thought proper to draw off in time, and give up 
fluit that might be attended with danger; fo that 

delivered from the perſecution of their imperti- 
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who di 
ſuppet, By this time the campaign was ended, and m 
> ſinking returned to me, who enjoyed the whole ſtory 


> a looſe 


? the higheſt pleaſure ; but as my gallant might 


M47 bave it in his power to make my abode in 
| that 
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that place diſagreeable, (for he was more vexed 11, 
uſe I had applied his money to, than at his own hüt 
it) before he took the field next ſeaſon, he remote k 
hither, where I have lived ever ſince, if not in the on 
I could wiſh, yet without any new reproach, and ug 
T want nothing ſo much as the approbation of My 0 
mind to make me happy. | 
ou may probably wonder why I do not ſe 
happineſs, by breaking off my preſent connection yi 
my friend, and returning to my family. But, alas! 
things which we ought to do are not always ing 
power. | ſee what is beſt, but J follow that which 
worſt. My heart is now fo wedded to him, (If I nai 
the expreſſion) that death only can part me from hin 
and though the pleaſure Fenjoy in his company ig 
without allay, even for the poor pittance of his tn 
which it is in his power to ſpend with me, from then 
flection of its being criminal both in the commencem 
and continuation of it, J have not reſolution, I cn 
even ſay I have a wiſn to be ſeparated from him. 
« Beſide, whom ſhould return to? What bappa 
could J expect at home? My family, indeed, have Hero 
know that they would receive me; but how? Not , 
their eſteem. That is impoſſible. As a reprobate vil 
they have admitted out of charity, to give her ano 
tunity of repentance, and fave her from ruin in a0 
life as well as this; and as a reproach to them, vil 
they would keep among themſelves to hide it fron 
world. Every look would upbraid me, every wordiil 


| ma: 
my folly At leaſt conſciouſneſs would take it in rr, : 
ſenſe, which were equally intolerable. | les j 
„ I have thus, my dear friend, given you a Vl bort. 
my unhaypy life, both to entertain you and eaſen ore, 
heart, by pouring out my griefs into your boſon. but 


you think me worthy of the like confidence, or that 
advice can be of any advantage to you, | ſhall gl 
with as much fincerity as I ſhall receive yours i" ma 
titude upon all occaſions ;. and ] promiſe you chen 


nviolable ſecreſy.” devote 
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CHAP. XI. 


fry generally introduces another. The true objeck 
female attention to dreſs. Common conſequences of 
aſbionable intimacy, and female friendſhip, with the 
ret of making a right uſe of a ſhoeing-born. 


HE other lady, who had liſtened to her friend's- 
tory with the ſtrongeſt attention, was ſome time 
"re ſhe made any anſwer. At length, with a down» 
look and heavy ſigh, I ſhould make a bad re- 
„dear madam, (faid ſhe) for the good opinion 
have ſhewn of me, could I harbour any doubt of 
or refuſe to comply with any thing you defire. 
unhappy ſtory has few circumſtances ; and O that 
ſequal of it may have fewer yet! Thoſe in which 
fers from yours, are all to my difadvantage. The 
ciples of virtue were inculcated on my opening 
w 6 with the tendereſt care, and enforced to my imi- 
appt dn by the moſt lively example. I paſſed the moſt 
ea erdus ſeaſon of life, when ripening youth too often 
V es paſſion an over-match for reaſon, without re- 
e m ech; and at laſt ran head-long into ruin, with my 


in opt open. 8 

1 andl You muſt wonder at a conduct ſo contrary to e- 
1, Wil motive that ſhould influence a creature endowed 
{rom the fainteſt glimmering of reaſon. But the cauſe 
ord may eaſily be traced. Public fame had flattered. 


n 10 ao an opinion of my own beauty; and many ex- 
| les juſtihed my ambition of riſing to the moſt ex- 
a rei iortune on the merit of that alone. Yielding, 
(e 177 fore, to the impulſe of vanity, I thought of no- 
zoſom. but improving that advantage; and, under the 
or tha W:rance of ſtudying my own pleaſure, laid ſnares, 
ul gh tne moſt anxious and mercenary aſſiduity, for 
wih man whom I thought proper for my purpoſe: 
u (160 retched toil to which the greateſt part of our 
Vote the prime of life. 
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6 T proceeded for ſome time on this plan, when 
entleman with whom I am at preſent conneQed, u 
it into his head to ſingle me out for the object oh 
gallantry, Though his being a married man eu g 
all hopes of ſucceſs in my favourite ſcheme, thy 
was ſomething ſo flattering to my vanity in being af 
mired by a perſon of his rank, that 1 could not t 
the pleaſure of it, eſpecially as I meant nothing © 
minal, and this kind of gallantry had the fanginy 
ſhin. | | | 
* As the general intercourſe kept up among pen 
of diſtinction had been improved into ſome degre 
intimacy between this gentleman's wife and me, l 
aſſiduity with which he paid attention to me upond 
occaſions, for ſome time paſſed ſor the effect of fani 
arity and friendſhip. But whether ſhe ſuſpeQed i 
truth, and therefore thought proper to ſhew a cools 
to me, or that conſciouneſs of deſerving it made! 
think ſo, I at length began to fancy that ſhe fig 
me; and. being confirmed in that opinion, by fut 
myſelf omitted in a general invitation of her acqui 
tances, I conceived the moſt violent reſentment again 
her; to wreak which in the ſevereſt manner, | affe 
to liſten to her huſband's addreſſes with. pleaſure, a 
gave reaſon for ſuſpicions which were foreign tal 
heart, though at the ſame time I was not infenli 
that by ſuch a conduct I ran the hazard of deteatn 
my original deſign; but this J vainly thought Ia 
remedy when I pleaſed, by breaking off all connec 
_ him as ſoon as I had gratified my pique pil 
er. = | 
There is nothing more dangerous than liſtenng 
the allurements of vice, though with the moſt inne 
intention. It is like playing on the brink of 2 pit 
pice. By making the idea familiar, it takes off its 
Tors, and brings on a falſe ſecurity. that general) 
trays into a fall. | 
expected that my admirer's wife would ſoon 
ceive this change in my conduct, and by breaking" 
me entirely, give me an opportunity of triumphings 
her in the moſt mortifying manner, by ſhewing them 
ſovereign contewpt for what made her ſo uh 
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Head of this, ſhe continued to treat me with the 


if not greater intimacy than ever, and convinced 
hat the offence I had taken had been all ground- 


Whether ſhe did this to retort my ſchemes, and 


e me look deſpicable even in my own eyes, or in 


s of ſhaming me into a proper ſenſe of my behavi- 
by the contraſt between it and hers, I cannot fay 3 
this I know that it had the former effect moſt fully, 
would certainly have ſucceeded in the latter alfo, 
t not been for one of thoſe accidents which, as you 
obſerved, ſhew the inſignificancy of human wiſ- 
| and rule our lives. | 
A gentleman of diſtinguiſhed rank and fortune, 
who was far advanced in years, and in every re- 
an object of averſion and contempt, unhappily 
a liking to me. The advantages of ſuch a match 
led the eyes of all my friends, who exerted their 
It influence to induce me to conſent to it. But tho? 
s the very object I had all along had in view, and 
ded the moſt ſanguine hope my vanity had ever 
ed, when it came to the teſt, my heart rebelled, 
could not bring myſelf to barter happineſs for 
leur, 1 | | 
Though I gave this anſwer in the moſt determin- 
anner, and ſupported it with reaſons impoſſible to 
futed, my lover would not deſiſt; on the contrary, 
med determined to weary me out by his importu- 
and, to ſecond it, engaged the authority of my 
„on the ſtrength of which he always urged his 
s ſuit with the moſt inſulting confidence. | 
The contraſt between this conduct, and the re- 
vl inſinuating addreſs of my former admirer, was 
ring. I began to hearken to him with more 
Ire than ever; and, from a confirmed perſuaſion 
could not be happy with the other, raſhly con- 


| that | muſt be ſo with him, as if the alternative 
navoidable. | | | 


3 ancient ſuitor had ſettled his bargain with 
encs, he looked upon me as ſecure, and there- 
ace no ſecret of the affair. The moment it 

| came. 
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came to my lover's ears, he expoſtulated with mew 
it in the moſt paſſionate and tender terins; and thy 
T had yet formed no reſolutions which made it ne, 
for me to account for my conduct to him, I hag 
ether in ſuch averſion, that in the weakneſs of y b. 
I could not conceal it; nor my unhappineſs and 
henſions from the authority and importunities d 
friends. | — 

„% He was too well verſed in the ſcience of intin 
not to take immediate advantage of this. He cond 
with me on the cruelty of ſuch a perſecution, em 
rated the many inſtances in which it had been uk 
pily ſucceſsful ; and heightened my diſlike of the g 
into abhorrence, by feveral anecdotes of his chan 
which | was before a ſtranger to. Nor did he floph 
As he was intimate with his rival, he inſtantly ex 
all his art to urge him to preſs his ſuit with men 
earneſtly, imputing my refuſal to coyneſs which wat 
only to be wooed, and turning his baſhiulneſs, 4 
called it, into ridicule. 

„While he ſtimulated him in this manner, len 
me believe that he uſed every argument which gen 
ty and honour could ſuggeſt; to diſſuade him im 
purſuit that he ſaw. was ſo diſagreeable, but all inn 
the other declaring, that if J perſiſted much long 
would have recourſe to the authority of my i 
which they had promiſed to-exert at a proper time, 
reſiſtance ſhould be out of my power. This fchene! 
too ſucceſsful. Urged on by him, my ſuitor prelſs 
addrefſes with redoubled warmth, and enforced" 
with new offers, which engaged my friends itil) mot 
guinely in his behalf; and by that means confirmedil 
lover had ſaid tome, who aggravated my apprehenli 
compulſion to ſuch a height, fixing the very hour vi 
was to be facrificed to a particular day, on v hich] 
been obliged to accept of an invitation to his count! 
in company with ſome of my neareſt relations, that 
madneſs of affright I liſtened to the propoſals bel 
me, and conſented to come away with him, peri 
that, however blameable ſuch a ſtep might be if. 
caſes, ſelf-preſeryation juſtified it in me; ſo tu 
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ran away from my ſuitor, rather. than with my 


The myſtery of this management I was not long 
quainted with. He was ſo proud of the addreſs _ 
ad ſhewn in it, that the moment he had me in his 
er, he could not avoid boafting of it in the vanity 
is heart, This was the firſt thing that awoke me 
flection, though I have ſince had abundant reaſons 
e The mortification of finding myfelf duped in 
a manner by one whoſe underſtanding | had ever 
in too low efteem, to have any apprehenſions of 
ind, with the ridiculouſly vexatious circumſtances 
h attended my elopemem, had fuch an effect upon 
that J wrote to my friends in the anguiſh of my 
to beg I might, be permitted to return and throw 
If abſolutely upon their mercy in every reſpect but 
of being ſacrificed to that odious old creature; but 
e pride prevented their complying with my requeſt, 
concluded, tho' moſt injuriouſly, that my ruin 
compleated, and rejected me with diſdain, as a 


| 


dach to them. | 
gen then had no choice left, and was obliged to per- 
m iro om neceility in the crime of folly, as, I am per- 
1 11 TE, is the caſe of many of thoſe who appear moſt 
onze ble. What will be the conſequence I dare not 
ei divine. This J am determined on: I will not be 
ime port of his caprice, carried about like an unneceſ- 
once Dart of his baggage, only for ſhow, to gratify his 
preſel y at the expence of my ſhame. He ſhall either 
rce0 bis military life at the end of this campaign, and 
| cr RE, according to his repeated promiſes and oaths, to 
-medal place where we ſhall not be known; or I will. 
enum, and return home at every event. I am en- 
on " | to a fortune that will afford me a morſel of bread 
; hich me country-village, where I may have leiſure 
wuntry gh to repent of my folly ; and even that 1s better 


, that ite life 1 lead now.” 
als bel 
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CHAP. XII. 


More military matters, Politics on one fide of thy 
| lion. 


UST as the lady had concluded her flory, f 
J low-traveller continued his journey. I then 
left the fair friends together, to compare the ery 
their paſt conduct, and confirm each other in their u 
lutions of amendment. | $ 
The ſuttler, having taken the circuit he intenk 
arrived at the camp to which he was going vik 
any accident, and delivered his packet into the geen 
own hand, who running his eye over the conte 
&« This will do! (faid he) This will do! | hare | 
« waited for an opportunity to give them a el 
« ſtroke, and now | have got it; thanks to my fu 
ful and vigilant agents! Sure no other people 
« were ſo infatuated as to harbour the ſubj:(ts0oft 
„ enemies thus in their very boſom; in a time of q 
« war! They do not preconcert a motion that ll 
«© not notice of. Indeed, if it were not for the itt 
« gence which I receive in this manner, I ſhouldd 
«© beat a loſs.” g 5 
The purport of the intelligence which he had! 
ceived was; that the adverſe army would be fo coll 
rably weakened, as the next day, by ſeveral deli 
ments, that a general attack might be made aw 
with a certainty of ſucceſs. Such an opportuny 
not to be miſſ:d. He inſtantly (et about making al 
neceſſary. preparations, and ſent orders to anothef 
neral who commanded a ſeparate body of forces 
ſubordinate to him, to ſecond his defign, by a vg. 
attack at the fame time on the fide next him. Thtl 
poſitions he made wore the moſt promiſing al 
but, according to the ufual uncertainty of mill 
operations, his whole ſcheme miſcarried Het 
with ſo warm a reception from the enemy, wi! 
an opportunity of oppoſing their whole force tol 
(the other general not attacking at the ſame rimey)| 
he was forced to retreat with precipitation _ 
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le loſs, and leave the other, who was juſt then 
g up, expoſed to the victorious army, which might 
wen him a total defeat, had not that been con- 
to the general's ſcheme of protracting the war; 
herefore, content with repulſing one part of the 
s forces, permitted the other to retreat without 
ke. | | 3 
is diſappointment inflamed the diſcord which al- 
ſubſifted, between the two generals; the chief 
ing, that he ſhould have ſucceeded in his attempr, 
s orders been properly obeyed by the. other, who 
ed the accuſation, and ſaid he was abandoned on 
ſe that he might be cut off, which muſt have been 
nſequence had not the enemy miſtaken a retreat, 
hich he ſaw no neceſſity, for a ſtratagem to draw 
between the two corps, each of which was al- 
qual to his whole army | 
e conſequence of this diſagreement is obvious, 
general had his on creatures among the officers, 
openly eſpouſing the cauſe of their patrons, be- 
kind of civil war among themſelves, which. threat- 
the moſt dangerous effects, had the enemy been 
upon taking the advantage of them. 
my proceeding to take a_view of this army, I was 
ly ſtruck at the difference between it and that 
had ſeen before. In the other, though a va- 
df intereſts prevented the various corps of which 
compoſed from holding that friendly intercourſe 
ach other, that ought to ſubſiſt between men en- 
in the ſame cauſe, yet ſtill that jealouſy went 
ther than an unſociable diſtance, and never inter- 
vith duty. The men beſide were well provided 
he neceſſary appointments of every kind, which 
ved them in that health and vigour indiſpenſably 
al to ſucceſs, „ Fas 
here every thing wore a different aſpect. Tho? 
lubj<&s' of the ſame ſovereign, and therefore 
n every view of intereſt, the officers, as I have 
ed, were divided into factions, and embroiled in 
at quarrels; and the private men ſickly, half- 
f and half- naked; yet under all theſe diſtracti- 
diſtreſſes, the levity of temper which charac- 
„ teriſes 
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teriſes their nation diſplayed itſelf in its preateg f pect 
the officers forgetting their animoſity the money * 
put up their ſwords, and chatting together on an ſe 
of mirth and amuſement with all the famila ret 
friends, till ſome accident revived their diſpute, t be 
the men dancing to divert hunger, and keep then M cu 
and all venting their reſentment againſt the authy un! 
their ſeveral grievances in a ſcurrilous ſong or Fenc 
poon. | | | er bi 
While I was making theſe obſervations the night; eans 
this miſcarriage, my attention was ſtruck by a ; 
ſation which paſſed between two officers on puard,y Ink,” 
having drawn off to ſome diſtance from their u Fait 
thought themſelves in no danger of being over k rtabl 
and therefore opened their hearts without reſerye, ad v 
&« I think, (ſaid one of them whoſe accent fhn hen [ 
« him to be a foreigner) that confidering all thingy my 
&« got very well over this affair. Had the enenyy ot hö 
6e ſued his advantage, I do not know what might ter. 
«© been the conſequence.” | d he 
„% That is very true, (anſwered the other) th a: 
have been ſomewhat diſagreeable; but this ul it be 
ways be the caſe where court favour is put in a you 
petition with merit, and rivals joined in conm ay tl 
whoſe emulation is to ſupplant each other, tho lat v 
the ruin of the public cauſe ; and this is the Hany f 
thing that has drawn this war out to ſuch a r my 
length. The general who began it gloriou e are 
immediately removed, to make way for one lose 
ſole aim was to make a fortune by every iniqi Heep. 
and inhuman method of ruining the unhappy © our, 
tries which were the ſeat of war, and defraudig You 
very army he commanded of their neceſſary er) ne 
ments. When his avarice was fatiated, and 
public clamour grown too loud, he was ſuc 
by another favourite, though of an oppoſite f ve te 
who was honeſter, it is true, but had leſs mi 
knowledge, which brought a diſgrace upon tie 
of his country, not parelleled in its annals. a 
« To retrieve that, neceſſity pointed cut tie] | 


"_ — — 


rs 
— 


—— 


— 


* 2 — 
* 3 ar gn” - 
wn 2 i Ar 
4 — WEE. n Ae 
- — 
— 1 = 


ſent general, on whoſe activity and valout{ 


* 


THE RE VE RI E. 61 


pectations were founded. Nor did he diſappoint 
m His entrance on the command was ſignalized 
| ſeveral ſucceſsful and glorious exploits, which 
re to prepare the way for more important events: 
t before he had time to put his great deſigns in 
K-cution, the ſame prevailing influence which had 
unhappily removed the firſt general, and taken 
F-nce at the preſent alſo, found means to incum- 
r kim with his preſent colleague, and by that 
eans ſtopped his progreſs, as you have ſeen this 
y; and where it yet may end, I tremble to 
Ink,” . | | 
Faith, (replied the former) this is but an uncom- 
rtable account, I own ; but I never truoble my 
ad with looking forward. My buſineſs is to fight 
ben Jam in the field, and live as well as I can up- 
my pay when T am not; and IJ mind nothing elſe. 


wy | « | 
Li ot but I ſhould like to know ſomething of theſe 
ll atters too; but J can't tell how it is, I have a 


d head for politics myſelf, and I never converſe 
it 
wil 
in d 
comm 
hougl 
the 1 


it be not too much trouble, I ſhauld be obliged 
you for ſome information. It will ſerve to paſs 
ay the tine, as we have nothing to do. Pray, 
hat was the cauſe of this war, that has coſt us fo 
any fine armies!? And what are we ſent here for? 


army part, I cannot comprehend it for my life! 
ouly e are marched all this way, I know not for what; 

ne u ode our lives I know not how, dying like rotten 

qu eep. without any credit to ourſelves or advantage 

py C dur ſovereign, | : | 

aud Lou aſk a queſtion, my friend, (returned the o- 


api er) not caſy to be anſwered, nor ſafe to be dif- 
„ and ed, were it poſſible for us to be averbeard ; 
luce as 1 think there is no danger in that, I will 
fite de to give you the beft account I can of the 
(G mil Uter. 5 | 1 5 
n the e The Engliſh and we, you know, are neceſſarily 
. emies, becauſe we obſtruct each other's views. 
it the It was not for thoſe head-ſtrong Iſlanders, we 
Jour old long ſince have raiſed the glory of our ſove- 


pelll 


Ich any one who is able and willing to inſtru me. ' 


zu to the higheſt pitch, by the com of all 
985 Europe; 
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„ Europe; as, on the other hand, they would ein 
« the commerce of the whole world, and of court 
come maſters of all the wealth in it, did we ng 
their avaricious views by every poſſible mean; 
negociating, we always have the advantage of thy 
but when we come to war, I do not know! 
it is, but they ſometimes are hard enoy 
us. | 
„ As for the preſent war in particular, it to 
riſe ſolely from their preſumption and injuſtice, [ 
der pretence of our having forcibly poſſeſſed u 
ſelves of ſome ſpots of land which belonged to th 
in the Lot deſert of America, they ſell y 
our defenceleſs merchants without any previous 
claration of war, and took numbers of then i 
cowardly pyratical manner. | 
« Provoked at this inſolence, our monarch in 
wrath ſent one of his armies, and conquered a; 
portant part of their dominions. Aſtoniſhed ad. 
ſtroke, they ſtood looking at each other in then 
deſpicable affright, while he proceeded gloriuly 
his conqueſts in every part of the globe. 
«© Their terror was for ſome time fo great, thatt 
called in a parcel of their mercenary all ies, to pi 
them from his vengeance, which they apprehe 
would purſue them, even in their own county; 
giving themſelves time to conſider, that ther! 
a ſea between them which it was impoſſible i 
troops to paſs. 5 
« At length they were rouzed from this ſtated 
and ſtupefaction into a kind of phrenzy, in which 
ſome ſtrange miſmanagement in our affairs, th 
only recovered almoſt all the conqueſts we has! 
from them, but alſo puſhed their ſucceſs to 
which a Frenchman cannot think of without 
s ing. ; : 
« To ballance theſe advantages, and bring iet 
a proper way of thinking, we are ſent here, F 
our alliances and the number of our forces cnc 
ed us to hope, that we might make fuch a 
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| 


took 

e. | 
led 0 
to ti 
ell ll 
ons | 
nem it 


chin 
d al 
ed at! 
then 
riouly 


 thatll 
to pl 
prehe 
miu); 

there! 
ble fo 


ated! 
| which, 
55 they 
> had 
to 2 
hout b 


ng Ihen 
here, V 
s CNCl 
uch ach 
6 dee 


qun | 


THE REVERIE. 63 


uralent to theirs, and exchanged for them. Hither- 
o matters have not ſucceeded quite ſo well as we ex- 
ted ; but ſtill we have gained one great point, in 
aking them diſſipate that wealth, which is the foun- 
lation of their power, in a fruitleſs oppoſition to us; 
folly that will certainly reduce them to beggary, 
F they perſiſt in it much longer; which our mo 


arch knows, and for that reaſon continues to carry 


n the war, even under ſuch apparent diſadvan- 
5 | 
ages. 


* 


| 
— 
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CHAP. XIV. 
ew ſcheme for carrying on a war. An ill. timed doubt 
ten diſconcerts a good flory. Anecdotes of a loyal 
amily. The hiflory of Sir ARCHIBALD, and Z- 
10s, princeſs of Armenia, e 


AM very much obliged to you for this informa- 

tion, (replied the foreigner) I own I have never 
jewed things in this light before: I have indeed felt 
dme of the bad conſequences of our want of ſuc- 
ſs in the ſtoppage of my pay; but I never dreamed 
f the advantages which might attend the proſecu- 
on of an unſucceſsful war. 3 
But in the mean time, 1s there no danger that we 


jay be out in our calculation, and ruined firſt ? By 


Il appearances, the finances of the enemy are in a 
uch more flouriſhing way than ours. They pay 
ery body punRQually, and even enlarge their ex- 


ences every day, in puſhing their good fortune, and 


pporting the conqueſts they make.” | 

And ſo much the worſe for them, (retorted the 
renchman) their punctual payments will ſoon leave. 
em pennyleſs. Our government acted more pru- 


ently. By refuſing to pay their debts, they kept 


Joney in their hands to carry on their deſigns, 


As to their enlarging their expence in ſupporting 


4 5 that is the very thing we deſire. 
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% We let them conquer only to draw them into ng 
'« expence. You cannot thiak that our mighy y 
narch would have permitted their infolence tg hw 
gone unpuniſhed ſo long, if he had not fone Pre 
end in view No! no! their conqueſts will he t 
ruin, take my word for it. As ſoon as they h 
exhauſted themſelves by conquering, they wil 
glad to give all up for a peace. It has ever been 
It is but ſending an able negociator to treat yil 
them, and the work is done; their heads ate f 
heavy for politics. No] no their making conqut 
e ſignifies nothing. | 
As to what you ſay of our being ruined firſt, th 
is all a miſtake. Our king can never be ruined li 
there is money, or money's worth, in his dominiy 
It is all his own. He need not ſtoop to flatter 
ſubjects to lend; he has power to take. Theyii 
true, may poſſibly ſuffer for a time; but what dt 
that ſignify where the glory of their ſovereign 0 
cerned ? No true Frenchman ever thinks of thi 
He leaves ſuch ſelfiſh conſiderations to Englifi ns 
56. chants and mechanics. He is above them. 
I ſay, for a time, becauſe our reſources are all vi 
in ourſelves. Let us be never ſo exhauſted by yi 
a few years of peace never fail to reſtore us; ani 
have the pleaſure to reflect, that the attention pi 
to our intereſts then always makes amends for vil 
Ve ſuffered before; whereas our enemies think dt 
ſuch thing The moment they get a peace, vl 
their eagerneſs for ſeldom lets them have pati 
to wait for on good terms, they fall to wrangt 
among themſelves, and never trouble their I 
about the good of the public, till they have occil 
to call for aſſiſtance again; ſo that their affairs! 
always better managed in war than in peace, el 
reſpect to the matters moſt foreign to war. 
„The reaſon of this is, that their governo!s f 
having any direct property in the goods of their 
jects, they think it not worth their while t0 # 
any care about them; whereas with us, al be 
in our ſovereign's power, he looks upon i 
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; his own, and ſtudies their improvement accord- 
noly. Of this there might innumerable inſtances be 
iven in all the articles of commerce, the ballance of 
phich we conſtantly continue to bring into our ſa- 
our, in peace, by ſome means or other, in leſs time 
than they wreſt it from us in war.” | 
All this may be very true for aught I know, (aid 
he foreigner) but one thing I am convinced of which 
s, that however conducive this power may be to the 
onarch's glory, it were better for his ſubjeQs 
hat he ſhould be without it. I have experienced 
both caſes, and therefore am the better able to 
udge.“ | 

0 1 ſo, (anſwered the Frenchman with ſome tart- 
eſs) 1 wonder why your countrymen chuſe to come 
nd fix themſelves among us! Few people leave a 
lace they like for one they do not.” 

Very true, (replied the foreigner gravely) they 
eldom do. But there may be circumſtances to in- 
Iuence ſuch a choice. I have heard this glanced at 
Wore than once; and in ſuch a manner, that I had 
bifficulty to refrain from taking notice of it. I am 
jot captious in my temper ; but ſtill T cannot bear in- 
nuations injurious to my country. For this reaſon, 


5 $ | eſteem you, and conſequently defire your good 
n f pinion, give me leave to relate a few of the particu- 


ars of my own caſe, which, J imagine, will make 
ſou view the matter in a different light from what 
ou ſeem to have done hitherto ; and convince you 
ff the injuftice of ſuch reflections for the future; 
or hall 1 treſpaſs on your patience long. © 
* You are not a ſtranger to the revolutions which 
aye happened in the Britiſh government. I will 
ot enter into a diſcuſſion of the power which the 
eople of England have on many occaſions exerciſed 
ver their ſovereigns. That part of the Britiſh do- 
nions in which I was bor has ever been remarka- 
de for the contrary principles; our unſhaken loyal- 


having always been proof to temptation, and even 
o tyranny, | 9 5 


In this antient monarchy my anceſtors enjoyed 
ſtinguiſhed honours, before the families of ma- 
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ny of the preſent ſovereigns of Europe had emen 
from barbariſm and obſcurity Our pofleſſicn; y, 
extenſive; and if nature had denied the enervalige 
licacies of luxury, heaven made ample amends by 
number and virtue of our vaſſals, whoſe valour, ai 
ed by the loyalty of their lords, often ſupported 
ſovereign's throne in the dire conflicts of ambiticn,j 
ſtruggles which the untamed ſons of ſavage libg 
made againſt law and rule. 

« The virtuous actions of our anceſtors are hard 

down for imitation; nor is the ſacred record dico 

nued, till a ſeries of, unworthy deeds makes the dt 
nerate poſterity bluſh at the upbraiding comyuily 

Doubt not therefore the tale which 1 am going un 

late; nor think it to be the fiction of vanity or ina 

nation. The reyerend fire has ſtill delivered it ing 
riably to his attentive ſons, nor has a {yllablehy 
altered in the courſe of ſo many generations, 
Our fame was not unknown in foreign lu 
Wherever the ſhrill trumpet called the warriors font 
arms, our banners waved the foremoſt in the fel 
and trophies won by feats of hardieſt prowels, gr: 
our ſocial halls. 

„We had .proceeded in this honourable path | 
many ages, when holy Lewis, glowing with pious 
undertook to deliyer the facred repoſitories of the bk 
ed faints, the places hallowed by the footſteps of a 
Lord, from the profanation of infidels. Fired att 
news of ſuch a glorious deſign, the heir of our lla 
ous houſe led forth the choſen youths of all our hi 
to fight the battles of .the faith. The name of i 
Chief prepared a welcome for them, and juſlifed | 
choice which Lewis made of youthful Archibald 
lead the van in all his armies, after he had dubd! 
his own knight. | | 

„The unhappy event of this great deſign b! 
well known. I ſhall therefore confine myſelf to . 
immediately concerns this my moſt honoured prof 
tor. During the ſtruggles which Lewis made 
the malevolence of fortune, the aQions of fir 4 
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Ne voices ſtruck his ear. | | 
qd the winding valley, declared the innocence and 
ppineſs of their hearts. He liſtened for a while ; 
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made him the terror of the hoſts of the infidels; 
he ſame time that his exemplary virtues were a re- 
ich to the looſer manners of his fellow ſoldiers. In 
excufſion which he made one day in queſt of intelli- 
ce, fate directed his ſteps to the banks of a rivulet in 
neizhbourhood of the Saracen camp, the beauty of 
ich tempted him to trace its courſe along.ihe woody 


: He had not proceeded far” when the ſounds of fe- 
The ſongs with which they 


then as he was a truly chaſte and courteous knight, 
5 turning about to retire, for fear of intruding on 
ir privacy, when a thriek of affright told him his 
tance was neceſſary to them. He heſitated not a 
ment; but ruſhing forward, ſaw that a troop of the 
rauders who ſwarmed around the camp of Lewis, 


We diihonoured the Chriſtian name with their attroci- 


s crimes, had ſurpriſed a band of helpleſs females, 


W having diſperſed their feeble guard of eunuchs, wefe 


rying them forcibly away, He knew their danger in 
> hands of ſuch worſe than brutal ruffians; and pro- 
iming his own name in a voice that ſhook the hills, 
forward to their reſeue. 
Awed at the well-known name, they ſeemed to 
iſe ; but their leader ſeeing that fir Archibald was 
Ine and on foot, (for when he firſt heard the voices he 
left his horſe with his men, that he might not diſ- 
bthem as he advanced to liſten more diſtinctly) waved 
hand to his affoctates to follow, and clapping ſpurs 
his horſe's ſides, was out of ſight in a moment. But 
dich not eſcape fo eaſily; the well-aimed javelin of 
Archibald pierced the hindermoſt as he had turned 
nlel' or flight, and brought him lifeleſs to the ground. 
e active knight inſtantly ſeized the ſteed of the fallen 
if, and vaulting nimbly on him, rode after the ra- 
rs, whom he ſoon oyer-took, the ſtruggles of the 
nales impeding their flight, and their cries directing 
purſuit. The villains at firſt taking him for their 
"pant2n avoided him not, nor ſtood on their defence; 

D 3 | „ 
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but the deaths of the two firſt of their number, whot 
within the reach of his ſword, convinced them gf ho 
m_ and that it was impoſſible for them to fly 
= | | 

* Cuſtom had inured them to danger, ang Gehl 
now made them valiant. Their number alſo again} 
ſingle arm gave them a proſpe& of ſucceſs. They 
go the women, therefore, and forming themſelves n 
troop, bore altogether upon him. But he dildaing y 


wait for their aſſault ; and ruſhing furioully ing f E. 
midſt of them, for ſome time maintained the uren bi 
combat, and ballanced their numbers by his lu 5 
Five of their bodies now lay breathleſs round him, W # 
his horſe, pierced to the heart with a ſpear, fell ih - 
ground fo ſuddenly, that all his agility and ftrengih we * 
not ſufficient to diſengage him from him, Tn thisfh 4 
ation he expected nothing lefs than inſtant death, wh 1 
all at once the aſſailants turned their backs, and fay i 
their ſafety in flight. A 
*« Surprized at this, fir Archibald looked round, u . 
ſaw his faichſul men galloping vp toward him. Th 4 
had heard his voice when he firſt called to the ruſt ey 
and imagining that he wanted their afliftance, advan bt 
with ſpeed by the fide of the rivulet, till they found! he 
wretch whom he had pierced with his javelin ; alam A 
at the ſight of whom, they doubled their haſte, Me. 
happily came up time enough to fave their lord. " 
«+« The firſt care of fir Archibald was to ſearch for UM... 
women, whom it was difficult to find, their fright har fl | 
made them hide themſelves the moment they had WM... 
let go by the raffians. At length, however, thed 
gence of his men diſcovered them all but one, the On 
of whom the reſt deplored in the moſt paſſionate tn | 
Sir Archibald concluding that ſhe muſt have been 0. 
Tied off by ſome of the raviſhers, while the reſt ſropp ou 
to attack him, was at a loſs what to do. It was 0 ſa 
to think of overtaking them without ſome guide i q 
rect his purſuit ; and whom to get he knew vol. 0 


«+ In this perplexity he bethought himſelf of t 
ing whether ſome intelligence might not be gut 
among thoſe who had fallen by his ſword, if * 
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dren et quite dead. He was not diſappointed. 
„ he learned their place of rendez- 
s and that their leader had borne away his prey, 
fr Archibald had conjectured. The generous knight 
s alarmed at her danger, and, ordering two of his 
n to conduct the diſconſolate damſels back to the Sa- 
en camp, ſet off bimſelf with the reſt in ſcarch of 
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$ lt The place to which he was directed was a cave in 
uned darkeſt receſs of a wood, at a conſiderable diſtance 
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m him. The day was now far ſpent, and the way. 
difficult to be found, that it was night before they 
ached the cavern. Sir Archibald waited not to de- 
1nd entrance, but drawing his ſword, ruſhed' boldly in. 
aven ſeemed to have delayed him to the moment that 
ould make his coming. moſt critical. Inflamed with 
utal paſſion, the miſcreant, when he could not per- 
ade the damſel to compliance, had reſolved to gratify 
baſe defires by force, Her cries reached the ear of 
Archibald as he entered the cave, and directed him 
her reſcue 3 which he effected juft as her ſtrength 
Ws exhauſted in the ſtruggle, and ſhe lay a defenceleſs 

ey o the fpoiler. With one ſtroke he ſevered the 
etca's head from his body; when, raifing the aſto- 
ſhed maiden from the ground, he ftrove to reſtore her 
rits by the moſt tender and encouraging. aſſurances of 


und, a 
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alte, u fety and protection. 5 | 
YL | „At firſt ſhe threw her eyes wildly round the dreary 
1 w ve, and, filled with the horror of the ſcenes ſhe had 


It gone through, could ſcarcely believe her ſenſes 
at ſhe was delivered. At length recovering power 
ſpeak, © What man, or rather what angel art 
jou (ſaid ſhe in the Saracen tongue, fixing ber eyes 
don him as he ſtood without his helmet, which he 
d pulled off when he had firſt raiſed her from the 
ound) © whom heaven has thus miraculouſly ſent to 
ave me from ruin? The benefit is ſo great, that 1 


had rather think the latter, as the obligation is too 
much to owe to man.” | . 
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„Lady (anſwered he in the ſame language, which 
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* man, who knows it is his duty to ſuccour vr 
« diſtreſs.” . 
Aman! (replied ſhe earneſtly) Say then af 11 "A 
6c lineage and country art thou come, that! may = 

the moſt acceptable reward for thy courte\y andy 

N | 

Thou ſeeſt before thee (returned he) hdi, 

* Chriſtian knight, whoſe faith makes virtue 2 & 

„and looks not for reward.” | - Mm >, 

„A Chriſtian! Gracious Heaven! (exclaineg i 

lady, as recovering herſelf after a long pauſe) h. 

don, courteous ſtranger, the ravings of a dif 

brain! No reward can return the obligation | any 
der to you, and yet I] muſt ſue for more; I nuts 
treat you to conduct me directly to the Saracen cim 
and reſtore me to my diſtreſſed parent, who non! 

* ments the loſs of his only child. 

Talk not of rewards, moſt beauteous lady, (fi 

the knight gazing in rapture on her) the pleaſyr 

doing you a ſervice is its own reward Al] | requy 
is to know your name; and O! tell me, Icahn 
you, (continued he, falling on his knees before hel 

„if it be poſſible for a ſcldier of no ignoble bink 

„ fame, to make the offer of his honeſt heart accn 

« able to you.“ | 
„ Brave knight (anſwered ſhe) an heart like thie 

worthy of the moſt exalted maid's acceptance; it 

there are inſuperable obſtacles to thy deſire, Af 

“ my name it would avail you nought to know it, | 
« me adjure you therefore, by that virtue which n 
„ ſoul reveres, to deſiſt from any farther erquft 

about me ; and conveying me to the camp of ju 

enemies, there to leave me to my fate.” 

„Thy will, O beauteous arbitreſs of my deli! 
„ (replied he) is a law to thy devoted ſervant. |! 
bey thee ; but firſt permit me to pour out thelk 
«© neſs of my ſoul.” —Then taking her fair hand 251 
kneeled before her, and holding it between his, "A 
« cept my homage, ſovereign lady of my heatt! 0 

g he) and receive me from this hour for thy true 
« conſtant knight ; and dy this ſacred pledge. 1 

touch 
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v WW. chin g her band devoutly with his lips) no other 
ane ſhall ever raiſe a with in my breaſt contrary to 
why the faith I here plight unto thee.” 


| ta i And in return I promiſe thee, moſt valiant and 
udn ight gentle knight, (faid ſhe) that the remembrance 

of thy courteſy ſhall never be erazed from my grate- 
wy fil heart; nor any other man ſupplant thee in that 


a Cy regard which it is lawful for a virgin to feel for her 
gellverer.“ | | | 

16d i + Comforted- by this kind promiſe, fr Archibald 

Eber by the hand, and leading her to the mouth 


{tra the cavern, mounted her behind him on his able 


6 ed, and bore her. without. accident to the Saracen 
Nutt a | BY 
uy As ſoon as they came to the moſt advanced guard 
Ow | diſmounted, and pulling a coſtly jewel iron her 
| alt, “Wear this (faid the tenderly) in remem- 
ace of one who will never forget h.r generous 
aſure elverer.“ 
| requi ] accep*, deareſt lady, (anſwered he bending his 
Lc ee to the earth) a gift made precious by thy hand, 
ore ea promiſe to wear it as a badge of thy authority 
bine ver my heart; as thou, if I have found favour in 
dete by fight, wilt alſo condeſcend to take this ring from 


y ſervant. My honoured mother beftowed it with 
er dying benediction, and enjoined me never to give 
till 1 could truly give my heart along with it.“ — 
kindly took the pledge of his love, and put it on 
cb hand directly; then, bidding bim adieu, advanced 
bich e 0 the guard, who inftantly conducted her where 
enqun commanded them. | 
p 0! ir Archibald flood for ſome time, urable to ſtir ; 
yes followed her as far as he could ſee through 
lhades of night, and he liſtened to her ſteps till the 


e think! 
ce; bt 
 Ash 
* lt. L 


_ , ds inſenſibly died away from his ear. Awaking at 
= J th as from a mne, Unhappy Archibald (ſaid 
' „ ſtriking his hand upon his grief-ſwollen breaſt) 


bat misfortunes has thy wayward fate reſerved þk 
/ trued te? Never till this day did my heart feel the = 
bY {wel ih of beauty, 1 laughed at love, and called his ws 
(toudli ge folly 3 but amply has the tyrant now a=" 1 
Ped his Cauſe, and pierced me with his ſharpeſt, - 
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THE NIE. 
moſt envenomed lance. Ye maids of Caledonia, wi 
oft have wept your lighted charms, and called 1 
heart of Archibald inſenſible, now triumph in |; 
fall. He loves without a ray of hope to proniſe 
ſucceſs.” | | 
Thus did he conſume the remaining part « j 
night in fruitleſs lamentation, till his followers x; jy 
approach of morning reminded him, that it was nec! 

fary for him to return to the Chriſtian camp. 
From fhis hour his heart was a ftranger to ban 
neſs. Did he know even who the object of his wiþ 
was, he might at leaſt have pleaſed himſelf with forniy 
imaginary ſchemes for obtaining her love; but hercm 
mand, which he moſt religiouſly obſerved, precuk 
him from making any enquiries about her, as his na 
ignorance of the Saracen language had alſo prevat 
their learning any things from the damſels whom th 

had conducted to the camp. 
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CHAP XV. 


The hiſtory of Sir ARCHIBALD, and ZELIDE, iu 


of Armenia, continued. 


= UT though his private peace was thus pol 

ed, it ſlackened not his attention to the du 
of war. On the contrary, the troubles of his nl 
making him weary of life, he eagerly ſought even 
caſion of looſing it with honour. In the laſt unlot 
nate action between Lewis and the Saracens, fi 
chibald, at the head of his bonny lads, charged! 
infidels with ſuch impetuoſity, that he broke intol 
main body of their army; and had he been fol 
with equal ſpirit by the other ſquadrons unc! 
command, might poſſibly have altered the fate of 
unhappy day. But envy, which always follows lu 
merit, had inflamed the heats of certain French W 
who thought themſelves eclipſed by his fame, t0 i 
degree againſt him, that when they faw him break 
a torrent into the battle of the enemy, inſtead ofa 
ing his ſteps with emulative virtue, they bach 
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x, and gave the infidels an opportunity of ſurround- 


him, and his few brave men. ; | 
. Thrice did he penetrate ſo far through their num- 


5, os to ſeize the imperial ſtandard ; but the multi- 


je, whom dread of ſuch a diſgrace made throw. them- 


res deſperately between him and it, as often bore him 
k. At length, collecting all his force for one laſt 
rt, he burit in irrefiltably among them, and ſeizing 
ith one hand had raiſed the other to ſmite the chief, 
oſe vigorous gripe with-held it from him, when a 
e hurled by a daſtard ſlave who dared not approach 


hin the reach of his ſword, felled him to the ground. 


e baſe herd inſtantly ruſhed in, and were ready to 
eck their cowardly revenge upon his defenceleſs body, 
en the chief, who reſpected valour, though in an 
my, and judged by the richneſs of his armour that 
muſt be ſome perſon of note, whoſe ranſom would 


|! reward his humanity, interpoſed; and, diſcovering 
It he ſtill breathed, ordered him to be removed to his 
Wn tent, and there taken proper care of. With fir 
Echibald fell the ſpirit of the Chriſtian army, and left 


infdels an eaſy and compleat victory. 


He bad not been long in the tent of the chief, 
en, by the aſſiſtance of theſe into whoſe care he 


been given, he began to recover his ſenſes. Open- 


his eyes, he looked arourd in filent aſtoniſhment 
ſome time; and then turning to the attendants who 
e buſied about him, he aſked them courteouſly 
ere he was, and to whom indebted for ſuch friend- 
reatment? But they laid their hands upon their 
ths, to let him know that they muſt not converſe 


b lim, This. increaſed his perplexity. The tent, 


I the habit of thoſe who adminiſtered ſuch kind aſ- 
nce to him, ſhewed him that he was in the hands 


e enemy ; but that very aſſiſtance, ſo contrary to 


r uſual practice, beightened his aſtoniſhment fill 
eand more, 


The next morning he found himſelf ſo well reco- | 


d, that he deſired permiſſion to wait upon his be- 
Nor to return him thanks, and learn what ranſom 
emanded, which he doubted not but Lewis would 

| readily 
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readily pay. The chief received him courteouſl .., ata 

informing!him of the total defeat of the Chriſtians Le 

gave him to underſtand that his hopes of liberty wer, led 

an end. | | Gar 

«© The effect which this account had on hinryys hay 

fily perceived. The manly fortitude that fat upon thei 

brow before, gave place to liſtleſs dejeCtion, «7, reſe 

will be done, O God!” (exclaimed he with a lou 1 

1 then fixed his eyes upon the ground. on u 
1 «« The chief, who imagined that his grief aroſ ] our 
yo the thought of his captivity, encouraged him with d aly 
ſurances that he ſhould not receive unworthy treue ich i 

But fir Archibald ſoon ſhewed him that his diſtreſ a m a 

from a more exalted motive. Think not, moſt cou e da 

„ teous and noble lord” (faid he, railing his eyes ſhy exfin 

from the ground and fixing them on the chief, wil ſt in 

look that ſhewed a ſoul overburthened but not bike It { 

by woe) © think not that my grief is for myſelf, tho 

„ „ berty is the jewel of every virtuous ſoul; withat bal 
. „the ſentiments of honour, generoſity and cou him 
16 5 « are a torture. But ſtill I mourn from a more en Tha 
five cauſe. I mourn the misfortunes of my royal of t 

ter, the princcly and pious Lewis. I mourn the 6 tle 

feat of the armies of the Lord. I am buta wn love 

an atom in the creation, unworthy of a thought my 

ſuch a ſcene of ruin.” | and 

„The chief was ſtruck with ſuch greatneß lour 

ſoul, and, repeating his kind conſolation, dem tem 

who fir Archibald was, and what rank he heldn! Hea 

army of Lewis? But the high-minded {night | «SY 

formed the reſolution of concealing his name ande is 

lity, to hide the diſgrace which he thought his em c 

vity would reflect upon his noble houſe and cou any 

„No! (faid he to himſelf) never ſhall it be fa Ow | 

* fir Archibald is a flave ! that a noble Scot was ion he cl 

„ to bend the knee to barbarous infidels. Let ne! of e 

« fgiſh unknown, and let my reproach die with i ſucc 

| Then, as if recollecting himſelf, © ace 

« no more than a private knight, O noble lord, | brot 

« ſwered he) whom a deſire of fame brought 0 e 
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Catal war. J was not born in the liegance of royal 
Lewis, nor bore any high rank in his armies. | 
ed a few brave youths, the followers of my way- 
ward fortune, to the field, who all, as J ſuppoſe, 
bare fallen with honour ; and O! that I had ſhared 


their glorious fate; but J was unworthy, and am 


reſerved for ſlavery.” | 
« There is a ſympathy between noble ſouls, which 
on unites them. The chief, who before admired the 


Wlour, now loved the virtue of his captive. He di- 
Þ(tly received him into his intimacy, and was fo ſtruck 


ich the charms of his converſation, that he opened to 
m all the ſecrets of his foul. As they fat together 
e day, beguiling the heat of the noon-tide hours, in 
eaſing diſcourſe, the chief pauſed for ſome time as if 


Wit in thought; then ftarting in a kind of tranſport, 


It ſhall be ſo; (ſaid he) Mis Heaven inſpires the 
thought.” Then addreſſing himſelf to fir Ar- 
bald, © Selin, (that was the name he had given 
him) thou uſt go and plead the cauſe of thy friend. 
That eloquence which can charm the fierceſt paſſions 
of the ſoul to peace, can ſurely kindle the more gen- 
lle ones of pity and deſire. I love, moſt warm 

love; but the object of my wiſhes is inſenſible to 
my pain, nor will liſten to my intreaties. Go then 
and ſoften her heart, paint my paſſion in proper co- 
ours, and teach her to make a juſt return to it. At- 


tempt not to diſſuade me from the thought. It is 


Heaven that inſpires, and J will purſue it.“ 

„Sir Archibald, who knew by lad experience that 
ve 1s an over-match for reaſon, anſwered, that, far 
om contradicting his will, he was ready to obey him 


any thing he ſhould command; and only deſired to 


ow how his weak endeavours were to be applied. 
he chief embracing him tenderly, ** I will inform you 
of every thing, (laid he) and will not doubt of ycur 


ſucceſs. You muſt know that, about three moons 


ſince, the guard of one of the advanced poſts 
brought to my tent a damſel moſt richly attired, 
Who they ſaid had come to them juſt before the 

| fp 5 morning» 
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morning-watch, and required to be conduQ y 
the commander of the night. The moment fie, 
tered and caſt her eyes upon me, © Achag, (i 
ſhe, with an air of dignity that awed my {yy 
lead me to the pavilion of thy maſter. I am 24 
his daughter, who was this day ſurprized by f 
enemy, as I walked along the banks of the ruth 
and have now recovered my liberty in a manner u 
neceſſary to be told. 

Il was ſo dazzled at the fight of her beauty, iy 
ſhe had no veil on, that I was ſome time beſon 
had power to make her any anſwer. At leg) 
proſtrating myſelf at her feet, Forgive, O bent 
ous princeſs, (ſaid JI) the ignorance of thy fly 


who have not paid the reſpect due to thy ſubin 


ſtate.” Riſe, (anſwered ſhe) and lead mety mn 
father; I forgive every thing.“ 

„ £ncouraged by this eondeſcenſion, I venturedy 
riſe, and taking her hand, which ſhe gracig 
held to me, conducted her to the pavilion of th 
Armenian monarch. The joy that her rew 
raiſed can no more be deſcribed than the fiwai 
of my heart. All was tumult, exiacy, and nul 
neſs.” 8 

« As ſoon as I had delivered her into her fallef 
hands, I prepared to retire, when calling to m 
Stay, Achmet, (ſaid the inraptured tponarch) ad 
receive the reward of thy ſervice. I have ſui 
to give Zelide to the man who ſhould reſcue It 


" *—put of the hands of the raviſhers, and reſtore | 
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to me. Her maidens have told me what noble þ 
rit you exerted for her. Here, Zelide, take an h 
band who has deſerved you.” 

4] proftrated myſelf at his feet in tranſport, u 
embraced his knees, unable to expreſs the joy off 
full heart; when the princeſs replied to her falle 
The merits of Achmet are ſufficiently great, withol 
aſſuming thoſe of another. I owe my liberty 0% 
unknown hand.” | 
« It is impoſſible to expreſs what I felt at. heal 


her ſay this. The manner in which ſhe ſpoke q 
2 
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nced me that her heart was not inclined in my fa- 
dur; and I knew the fondneſs of her father too well, 
o think that he would put any conſtraint upon her 
"clinations. However, I yielded to the impulſe of 
py paſſion, and throwing myſelf at her feet, Re- 
oke not, O deauteous princeſs, (ſaid I) the gracious 
words of my lord; nor reject an heart that is devoted 
o thee.” — 


„ Deſiſt, Achmet, (faid the monarch flernly) my haſty 


ty, f ow is ſaved; and the hands of Zelida to be obtained 
defore poly on the terms propoſed before.” —— Awed at 
leng heſe words, 1 retired in dejection equal to the height 
beau of my late ſhort-lived hopes; and from that day has 
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my heart been a prey to deſpair. | 

The aſſiſtance which 1 now require from you is 
this: In pious gratitude to Heaven, for her eſcape 
from bondage, Zelide has obtained permiſſion rom 
her father to relieve the captives of the war. For 
this purpoſe they are ordered to repair to a certain 
place before her pavilion, where the ſees them through 
the ſilken curtains of ber tent, and frequently con- 
Wrerſes with ſuch as have any thing particular in their 
appearance to excite her curioſity. Thither you ſhall 
go; and | promiſe myſelf that you will plead my cauſe 
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fatter ih ſucceſs, if it ſo happens that ſhe enters into con- 
to me verſation with you.“ 

ch) i Had the chief attended to the effect which his ſtory 
'e lun upon fir Archibald, he would not have been ſo rea- 


cue Ii 
ore It 
zble jp 
> an hi 


to ſend him as his advocate. Every circumſtance 
vinced him that the princeſs was the object of his 
n love, whom he had deſpaired of diſcovering, and 
d him with emotions which he could not ſuppreſs. 
covering himſelf, however, time enough to eſcape 
g oblervations of Achmet, whoſe mind was too intent 
on his own ſtory to give much heed to any thing elſe, 
lt Is my duty, (faid he) to obey thy commands; and 
afident though I am of the abilities which your par- 
ality beſtows upon me, I am yet ready to undertake 


10 thing which you think can conduce to your hap» 
pine 9.5 ; 4] 
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“ Achmet again embraced him, and informing; 
at what time and where he ſhould wait upon 7 
next morning, left him, while he went himſelf ; 
tend his ſovereign, in the courſe of his duty, 

No ſooner was fir Archibald alone, than he yy 
to reflect on the commiſſion which he had unden 
and the diſtreſſing ſituation he was in. In the firk «, 
tions of his high ſpirit he blamed himſelf for not * 
avowed his paſſion, and afferted his prior claim ; hy 
a conſideration of his unhappy flate immediately che 
ed this rath thought, and the deſire of meeting they 
object of his love at any rate, determined him to « 
and truſt the event to fate. What ſhall I do (fu 
% he) Shall I plead for the love of Achmet, and dey 
4 my own hopes? Or ſhall I betray his confidence, a 
« ſpeak only for myſelt ?” Fhen pauſing a while, «| 

will do neither; (he continued) if nature forbids 

former, honour equally oppoſes the latter. Na 

ſhall it be ſaid that fir Archibald broke faith vi 

man. I will repreſent his love with fidelity; [il 

declare my own with honeſt truth, and leave t 

deciſion to herſelf.” —— — Pleaſed with this determ. 
nation, his heart grew lighter ; and the thought 
meeting Zelide filled him with joy, to which he hi 
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been long a ſtranger. 
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CHAP NXVL 


Continuation of the hiflory of Sir Axcn1Bal at 
ZELIDE, princeſs of Armenia. 


80 AVING received his laſt inftruQions fr 
Achmet, fir Archibald went at the appoint 


hour next morning to the royal pavilion. Thoug\ # 


was habited in the humble weeds of a ſlave, there Wt 
ſomething in his appearance that ſpoke his noble bir! 


and prejudiced every heart in his favour. His 
ture was above the common ſize of men, his It 


turned in the exacteſt ſymmetry of ſtrength ang 
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His auburn locks flowed in ringlets to the nuddle 
lis back, and his dark-blue eyes ſparkled with ſenſi- 
y and manly ſpirit ; while a gloom of melancholy, 
d to his preſent ſtation, ſoftened their fire, and 
bw a pallid veil over the ruddy bloom which youth 
painted on his cheeks. 

He had not ſtood long with his eyes fixed on the 
nd, and his heart throbbing with the moſt anxious 
tions, when an eunuch came to diſtribute the relief 
h the princeſs ſent to the captives, ordering ſuch of 
n as ſhe had pointed out to him to advance to the 
of her tent, that ſhe might enquire into the nature 
heir particular diſtreſſes. | 
The ſtate of fir Archibald's heart, when the eu- 
b paſſed him by unnoticed, may be eaſily conceived. 
his high hopes ſunk at once. She knows nie not! 
aid he to himſelf) or ſhe ſcorns to know! Miſtaken 
chmet! to think that I could have any influence 
pon her,” 

He continued theſe melancholy reflections while 


priaceſs was examining* ſome of the other captives, 


was depariing with them, when the eunuch bec— 
d to him to advance to the tent. His emotions now 
> ſtronger than he could bear. He ſcarce had power 
bey the ſummons. As ſoon as he approached 
(curtain, “ Chriſtian, (ſaid a voice from behind 
) how long haſt thou been a captive and to whom ? 
| Moſt gracious princeſs, (anſwered he trembling 


Wd in agitation, that almoſt deprived him of utter- 
ce) for ſo I am inſtructed to addreſs you, I loſt my 


berty in the late battle that proved ſo fatal to the 
happy Lewis; and my poor ſervices belong to the 


Wuitrious Achmet ” 


To Achmet! (replied ſhe) Great honour muſt he 
ve acquired by the conqueſt ; and ſhould treat ſuch 
ve as thou appeareſt to be with uncemmon 

urtely 1? 
| ſhe honour of Achmet (returned he) wants not 
mean an addition. Thy flave was the captive of 
hoſt. As ſor my treatment, it is that of a man. 
| « An 


80 THE REVERIE. 


« An heart that is ſoftened with love like Achtel 
cannot want the gentleſt virtues of humanjy» | 

* Thou ſpeakeſt of that paſſion (faid the pring 
with a voice of ſympathy. I ſuppoſe thy omiy 
is not free from it, and that the loſs of thy lily 
imbittered by that of a wife or miſtreſs in thy wi 
« land,” | 
* Thy ſlave is not married, moſt gracious DrIng 
(anſwered he) nor had my heart felt the pot 
love before I ſaw theſe fatal plains.” | 
Then it ſhould ſeem (continued ſhe) that {yn 
our beauties have ſubdued you to him. Hon! 
have you borne his yoke, and who has ben 
ſtubborn neck to it ?” | 
* The captivity of my heart, O ſovereign lad! 
ſwered he) is ſcarce three moons old; but they 
ticular ſeverity of it has made that time an age, 
cut off every hope, the very name of the perſon ul 
chains I wear is hidden from me in 1myenan 
Carkneſs.” | 
„That's hard, indeed; (ſaid ſhe) but true 
% tude is above deſpair. Perhaps you may find be. 
« Come juſt at the cloſe of evening to this place 
* you will meet a. perſon who will inform ju 
* ſtrange things; but mention not a word of th 
% Achmet. Adieu! Be diſcreet, be reſolute, a 
« happy.” | 

„ The ſurprize with which this converſationl 
fir Archibald was ſo great, that he more that 
queſtioned himſelf whether it muſt not be on 
lufive dream. Satisfied, however, at length, thi 
was real, he retired to his own quarter, amol 
attendants of Achmet, tifl his emotions ſhould fil 
and he could recol!e& himſelf ſufficiently to. apfel 
fore him without danger of diſcovering what had! 
pened. He threw himſelf into a corner of the tel 
covering himſelf with a carpet that he might m 
diſturbed, lay motionleſs and loſt in thought 
had not lain long when two of the domeſtic {it 
Achmet, natives of Greece, came into the tent," 
perceiving that any perſon was preſent, entered! 
converſation upon murdering their lord, and fin 
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Ach own country with the booty which they ſhould be 


* to plunder in the confuſion cauſed by his death. 
* conſidering upon ſeveral methods, they at length 
lhe ed to poiſon him in a bowl of ſherbet, which one 
" gem, who was his cup-bearer, undertook to give 
/ wi that very evening, while the other ſhould pack up 
ol is gold and rich jewels which were in his care, rea- 
nl or them to carry off. Having thus concerted the 
r1Y me, oy immediately went to prepare for the exe- 
dn Of it. | 
4 The firſt mention of this horrid deſign awoke all 
bd tention of fir Archibald.  Heliftened to their dif- 
ſe without giving them any alarm ; and as ſoon as 
lad departed gave thanks to heaven for direQing him 
na at place ſo opportunely, to fave the life of his pre- 
* r, and fo return the obligation he owed him; ariſ- 
10 therefore, he went to the tent of Achmet, who 
weng red juſt at the ſame time. | 
The moment the chief caſt his eyes upon fir Ar- 
e (RP he called him to him, and waving his hand to 
znabe tendants to withdraw, “ Selim (ſaid he, his eyes 
plac tering with rapture) congratulate your happy lord. 
rm in y gracious ſovereign has this day bleſſed my hopes 
cu th a promiſe of the hand of Zelide; and, as if hea- 
yy n meant to endear you ſtill farther to me, has made 
e reſcuing of the royal ſtandard from your hand 
on F glorious cauſe of giving me the preference to all 
that po mpetitors. Have you been with the princeſs ? 
ache C ny mentioned my love to her? The only delay 
th, th a appineſs now is, to obtain her conſent. 2 
a * therefore by ſayin g that ſhe liſtens to my love.” 
0 jr mentioned 1t to her, anſwered (fir Archi- 
* 4 waa had need for all his preſence of mind on 
at had By trying occaſion) in the moſt affecting manner, 
he tent A l too ſoon to expect the ſatis faction you deſire. 
gud vin's aber many words are requiſite to warm 
ought, 5 ; 
lic la * you ſhall have ample opportunity, (repli- 
tent, dl C met) to morrow I will ſend you with a preſent 
WW r e and every morning it ſhall be your pleaſing 
d fig carry her the tribute of my love.” jo 
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„The confidence with which Achmet, ſai mi 
a pain to the honeſt heart of fir Archibald, a; wh 
he muſt neceſſarily diſappoint it. To change the 
to a topic more pleaſing'to him, You ſaved my] 
“ (faid he) and now heaven ſhews its approbuin 
„that generous action, by making me the mean 
„ faving yours.” — He then informed him of the 
ſpiracy he had juft diſcovered in fo providential 2 
ner, and gave him advice how to detect it in thy we 
moment of execution, to make the puniſhmen oj 
wretches more ſignal. 

The ſoul of Achmet was ſtruck with terror a 
account. The near hopes of happineſs which pi 
him at this time armed every thing that miohi cet 
them with double terrors. He embraced fir Ari 
in a tranſport, and refigned bimſelf entirely to his dn 
tion, his own mind being in too great an agitatn 
attend to any thing. 

« As the time for executing their flagitious & 
was juſt arrived, Achmet went to take his event 
repaſt, and ſeating himſelf on the carpet, without! 
appearance of ſuſpicion, called for ſome cooling 
verage to ſlack his thirſt, The cup-bearer, who 
every thing prepared, preſented him the bowl, y 
fir Archibald, who watched his looks and plainly 
ceived the anxiety of guilt in his face, made a ly 
agreed upon to Achmet, and then went into then 
tent, where he found the other loading himſelf wid! 
gold and jewels of his lord. Dragging him forth, th 

fore, with this indiſputable evidence of his guilty 
him, as ſoon as he came into the preſence of Ach 
he ſeized the cup-bearer alfo, who ſtood panting! 
impatience to ſee his lord drink the fatal mixture, 
he yet held untaſted in his hand. 
© The accomplices no ſooner ſaw each oth! 
prehended in this manner, than they ſunk into ti 
ſpondency of conſcious guilt, and waited, pale 
trembling, for the fate which hung over them.“ 
* creants, (ſaid Achmet riſing from his ſeat in 4 
„ what could prompt you to this wickedneſs? & 
„declare this moment at whoſe inſtigation you 
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te baſe attempt; or torture ſhall wring the ſecret 
om your burſting hearts.” | | 
The wretches were unable to make any reply, 
n fir Archibald interfering, ** Mighty lord, (faid 
-) the nature of their crime ſhews it was all their 
wn ; and points out the, puniſhment proper for them. 
et them drink the poiſon they had prepared for you, 
nd periſh by their own device. Baſe as they are, 
member they are men; nor tempt them to aggra- 
vie the guilt with which their miſerable ſouls are 
jaded by accuſing the innocent.” | 

Be it ſo, (anſwered the chief) their fate is in your 
nds“ 

dir Archibald upon this took the bowl, and di- 
ig the horrid contents, gave it to the trembling 
ches, whoſe lives, torn from them by the moſt 
dfu] torments, ſoon paid the price of their guilt, 
met then, embracing his deliverer once more, re- 
to try if he could calm the agitations of his ſoul by 
** : 


22 * 
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CHAP. XVII. 


biſtory of Sir ARCHIBALD and ZELIDR, princeſs 
of Armenia, concluded. 


} HE time when the princeſs had ordered the 


attendance of fir Archibald was now arrived; 
erefore haſted to the appointed place, where he 
ot waited long when an eunuch coming up and 
ine to him ſaid, Be.diſcreet, be reſolute, and 
4. CE 

dr Archibald, who.well remembered theſe words, 
ved him, without heſitation or reply, into the royal 
on, where he was led through ſeveral ſumptuous 
one within another, till his guide, ſtopping and 
gaſignal ro him to wait there, left him. He wait- 
t long, when a female covered with a veil entered, 

Alng herſelf on a ſofa, * Chriſtian,” (ſaid ſhe, in 
| a low 
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a low voice, and beckoning to him to come get 
« the damſel whom you reſcued from the raj» 
« the cave, deſires you ſhould know that ſhe teu 
« grateful ſenſe of your courteſy and virtue,” 

Gentle lady, (ſaid he in a voice of raptury 

cept the warmeſt thanks of your ſervant for thi 
nign condeſcenſion; and, O! compleat the fy 
by telling her, that her devoted ſlave lives only 
hope of ſeeing her again, and pouring out thefy 
of his heart before her.” 

«+ Her heart (anſwered ſhe) perhaps is not le 

than yours; but before ſhe can comply with 

you deſire, it is proper ſhe ſhould know why 
are, and what your rank was in your native [nd 

„My rank, (replied he, with a ſigh) moſt cot 

ous lady, was noble, ſcarcely inferior to rojal 

the honour of my ancient houſe unſtained.” 

«+ Say then, (returned ſhe) if ſhe whom vou) 

feſs to love ſhould ſtoop from royalty itſelf toll 

to your ſuit, what would you do to merit fid 
favour ? Would you forego your country, renal 
the worſhip of your anceſtors, and, happy inthe 
compence of her love, and of the ſtate to which 
would raiſe you, ſwear you would never thu 

either ?” i.” 

« Str Archibald was ſtruck with ſuch horror att 
propoſal, that it was ſome time before he was alt 
make any reply. At length, as if awaking int 
dream, Support me, heaven! (exclaimed he s 
« a figh that ſeemed to burſt his heart) Support 1 
«© and proportion the trials of your creature i 
« ſtrength!“ | "0 

Then turning to the female, © There is nll 

lady, (faid he) within the power of nun to dh 

ſuffer, which I ſhould not attempt with joy foth 
an ineſtimable recompence; nothing which de 
claſh with honour or virtue. But what you pid 
would overturn both; and ſhould I be tene 

comply, I were unworthy of a reward ſo v 

earned,” CW | | 
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I; this your anſwer ? (replied ſhe with an accent 
W indignation). Can you pretend to feel the power 
love, and yet to ſhght lis object for the idle fic- | 
ns of ſuperſtitious prieſts ? Can you mention ho- 
, and prefer ſudj con to royalty? Think bet- 
nor blaſt your ripening hopes with ſuch a mean 
grateful choice. Searc your heart well, your fate 
xends upon the word you ſpeak; for, never more 
| you he aſked the queſtion.” | 
Burſt then. O wretched heart! (ſighed he) and 
a period to your torture. To live without my 
e is iypoſible ; and heaven itſelf forbids the terms 
which alone I can obtain her. Tell her, kind 
y, that, dearly as my heart adores her beauties, a 
uciple higher even than leve, and ſtronger than 
bition, places an 1aſuperable bar between us. But 
lay at tie ſame time, that the word which thus 
es up my hopes, gives up my hated life alſo. I 
| no have: her, and I cannot live without her.“ 
Imus Chriſtian, (ſaid the, lifting up her veil, 
| diſcovering her beauties to his raviſhed fight) 
u proveſt thyſelf worthy of the beſt bleſſiogs of 
wen by this thy noble attachment to its laws. Be- 
d tae object of thy love, who glories in an equal 
ne: yet had thy heart wavered in the caule of 
ue, 1 ſhould have diſdained the di ſhonourable ſa- 
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yas t ce, and quitted thee for ever. Reſtrain your rap- 
n; fes, and hear me for a moment. You know not 
d he Im your virtues have ſubdued, or what you muſt 
pport 1 apt to obtain her. J am Zelide, the only daugh- 


ture (0 of the monarch of Armenia. My anceſtors long 


ied in the name of Chriſtians ; but unable to re- 
the barbarous Saracens, according to the policy 
ne world, they renounced their faith to preſerve 
Ir power, TRE | 
ly father, miſtakenly attached to the religion of 
bomet, in which he was thus bred, led his forces 
: temples unſt the invaſion of Lewis ; and, to excite the ar- 
d fob Ir of his generals, declared, that he would be- 
; me, the heireſs of his throne, in marriage up- 
= on 
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on him who ſhould deſerve beſt in the wy 
emulation which this raiſed was often fatal a 
rienced by their enemies; but till their mend 
ſo equal, that none could claim his proniſe u 
the laſt battle, when Achmet's recovering the y 
ſtandard from the enemy unhappily decided in 
favour, Too ſoon I learned the unwelcome jy 
but ſtill by my intreaties prevailed upon ny ft 
to ſuſpend or at leaſt conceal his determinatigy 
this fatal day, when all his generals {olicitingh 
together to put an end to their importuniii 
declared his choice, What canſt thou do h 
vert this misfortune ? Canſt thou by any me; 
compliſh our eſcape to thy native land? Gyl 
Jewels in abundance I can bring, to procure 
means for our journey, and make our retirement 
py. To thy honour I am bold to truſt myſelf, 
aſpire to a more exalted ſtate than to be thy yi 
for though I have been obliged to profeſs the ri 
on of Mahomet, in my heart I am a Chriſtian, | 
mother, who was a native of Circaſſia, believed! 
inſtructed me in that holy faith; to preſerve yi 
I promiſed her, in her laſt moments, to giveupe 
ry thought of worldly grandeur. My foul is git 
to diſobey, and leave my father; but a fuperird 
calls me,” . 

OO beauteous princeſs, (ſaid fir Archibald, | 
ſtrating himſelf at her feet) how ſhall the | 
of my life make a return for this happineſs, ti 
nour ?” | 

„ Reftrain your raptures (replied the prince) 
time is too precious for them now. Three aj 
ſpite only have I been able to obtain from nj 
ther; before they are expired we muſt eſcapef 
hence, or | am for ever loſt. I leave the mu 
of our flight to you. In this caſket is ſome | 
More, with the richeſt of my jewels, will | 
with me to-morrow night, as ſoon as darknebl 
favour our deſign, to the hermit's cell on tit! 
of the hill, weſtward of the camp. There 


— 


THE :REVERDE. 83 


et thee with all the neceſſary means for our flight. 
ne only companion ſhall I bring with me. Adieu.“ 
ng this, the princeſs departed, and the eunuch enter- 
ind conducted fir Archibald back through the royal 
lion to the place where he had firſt met him, who 
ediately returned to the quarters of Achmet. 

He laid himſelf down, as if to reſt ; but ſpent 
remainder of the night in forming ſchemes for his 
nded flight; but the difficulties which attended all 
auld deviſe drove him almoſt to deſpair. At length 
ſolved upon one that appeared leaſt liable to diſ- 
intment. As ſoon as Achmet aroſe he went to 
and accoſting him with an air of perplexity and 
eſs, '* I come (ſaid he) a ſuppliant to thy com- 
aſſion, O generous and princely Achmet. If ever 
y ſervant has found favour in thy fight, liſten to 
e requeſt of my heart, I was troubled on my bed 
his night, and my ſoul was terrified by viſions. 
he obſect of my love, whoſe image is never ab- 
nt from my mind, appeared before me in agonies 


grief.“ Fly (faid ſhe) to my reſcue! My fa- 
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rye wt ter, deaf to my intreaties and regardleſs of my 
euch cress, prepares to give my hand to another. O 
1 and ſave qe! Save us both from ruin and de- 
eriord | 


air.“ — I awoke in diſmay, and in the anguith 
wy foul am come to thee. Permit me, aſſiſt me 
go to my native land; and, on the faith of a 
ve knight, I will ſend you the ranſom which you 
all require.“ GE 

require not a ranſom for the liberty of my pre- 
wer, (anſwered Achmet) and willingly conſent to 


bald, 
he lat 
s, th] 


ncels) 


ee daß Pur return as ſoon as my nuptials with the prin- 
pm a s ſhall have confirmed my happineſs. You muſt 
1 dt leave me till you have ſeen and ſhared in my 


ſome | 
.rknels! 
10 the! 
here {| 


«x 


O name not happineſs or joy (replied fir Archi- 
) before a wretch ſinking in deſpair ; the fight 
my miſery would damp your joys. By all your 
ndeſt hopes J conjure you, therefore, not to de- 
me a moment. Let me be gone this very night; 

ſomething warns my ſoul never to cloſe my 
fes, till I have ſet out on this important journey.” 


Per. Il. E * 


e 


ſoon after arrived, diſguiſed in the habit of a man, a 


the immediate protection of Heaven, till they ar 


ed on board a French ſhip, which landed then 
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« Far be it from me (ſaid Achmet, moved ata 
„ poignancy of his diſtreſs) to oppoſe the intimay 
c of thy better genius Go in peace; and may 
journey be ſucceſsful. If aught in my powers 
* contribute to it, demand my help with freedom: 
O generous prince, (anſwered the knight) f 
goodneſs overwhelms my ſoul, and makes my Na 
« ing from thee, even on fo dear an occaſion, pa 
“ ful. If thou wilt give the impreſſion of thy ſyn 
« | will ſet out with two, the poor remains of al 
&« faithful followers, whom I this day have found 
« mong the captives, as ſent by thee on ſome mpg 
e tant buſineſs; and truft the conduct of my tem] 
& Heaven.” To this propoſal Achmet not a 
agreed, but alſo gave him ſome gold, to make proyij 
for his journey, and then diſmiſſed him with a tend 
embrace. £ 

« Sir Archibald ſpent the reft of the day in qr 
curing ſwift and able horſes, with every other com 
nience requiſite for his journey; and at the appoint 
hour repaired to the hermit's cell, where the pra 


attended by one of her moſt favourite maidens int 
ſame dreſs. The illuſtrious fugitives gſet out direll 
paſling all the guards by virtue of the fignet of Ac 
met, and made ſuch expedition, travelling throy 
private and unfrequented ways, that by the dawn hap 
morning they thought themſelves fafe from danger rme 
purſuit. As ſoon as it was light, they ſtopped by 
ſide of a ftream that ran through a thick wood, whe 
they refreſlied themſelves, and their horſes, and reli 
til! the cloſe of the day, fir Archibald watching wi 
his princeſs ſlept. 

„In this manner they continued their journey unt 


at Conſtantinople, chuſing the road leaſt liable to | 
picion, to baffle purſuit ; there they directly emba 


Marſeilles, from whence they journeyed by land 
Rochelle, and there hired a ſhip that carried them f 
to Scotland. | 


& |} 
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tl The joy raiſed by the arrival of fir Archibald was 
i WM confined to his father's houſe. The whole kingdom, 
7 t ch had ſhared in his glory, ſhared in it. His aged 
er, who ſeemed to have lived only to reſign his ho- 
n WM: to his worthy heir, was unable to ſupport the 
oss of his rapture, and expired in his embraces, 
i: having beſtowed his benediction on his ſon, and the 
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partner of his eſcape, to whom earl Archibald was 
d in the holy bonds of wedlock, as ſoon as he had 


ormed the laſt duties to the honoured remains of 


ather ; for her delicacy had not ſuffered her to 
k of marriage, till ſhe was arrived at the end of her 
els, 

Prudence and modeſty ſuggeſted it to this illuſtri- 
pair to conceal the counteſs's high deſcent, that 


might avoid the vain parade of ceremony, and en- 


their lives in retirement, in which earl Archibald's 
ſenſe of honour, in concealing his name and coun» 
when a captive, ſecured them from diſcovery. 

The only cloud that ſeemed to over-caft their 
aroſe from the pious concern of the counteſs to 
ſome account of her father. To procure this, the 
ſent one of his faithful men, who had accompanied 
In his eſcape, who undertook not only to gain his 
dings of him, but alſo, by ſome means or other 
johten his ſorrow, by letting him know that ſhe 
happy. He ſet out in the dreſs of a pilgrim, and 
raed his journey with ſucceſs, bringing her word, 
truck with her flight, which he looked upon as 
nſhment from heaven for his profeſſing the reli- 
of Mahomet, againſt the admonitions of his con- 
ce, which was ſecretly inclined to the Chriftian 
he had reſigned his crown to Achmet, and de- 


I the remainder of his days to Heaven, in a mo- 
y. 7 5 


lis account compleated the happineſs of the coun- 
Who bleſſed the wiſe diſpenſations of providence, 
h had thus made her the cauſe of her father's 
erlon. The earl deſigned never to have quitted 
et retirement; but the ſtronger attachment of 
J once more called him forth into the buſy 


E 2 world, 


rr nern 


world. His ſovereign dying ſuddenly, and lea 
infant heir, ſeveral of the nobles, ſtirred up by in 
ous ambition, ſtrove to get the royal infant ino! 
hands that they might murder him, and ſo ulury 
throne : but the vigilance of his mother preve 
their deſigns, and conveyed him ſecretly 
France. * 

*« Arouzed by the diſtreſs of his. ſovereign ant 
country, which was now a prey to all the miſert 
anarchy, earl Archibald aroſe, and by his valoy 
prudent conduct ſoon reſtored peace. The peak 
gratitude for this ſeryice, with one voice offers f 
the crown ; but he refuſed it with noble diſdain, 
obliging them to ſwear allegiance to their riy 
prince, recalled and placed him on the throne of hi 
ceſtors. N 85 


0 ſk 


CHAP. XVIIL 


Anecdotes of a royal family concluded. Several ini 
of uncommon loyalty rewarded in the common ma 
with ſome refletions intereſting to thoſe whom thy 
concern. 


FHF deſcendants of earl Archibald follows 
1 fieps in the paths of honour and virtue. | 
days of the unfortunate MAR, whoſe ſufferings 
not even with her life, her fame being ſtill malig 
extenuate the injuſtice of her fate, the noble cat, 
of our houſe, ſtood firm in the cauſe of injured 
jeſty, ſacrificing the greater part of his ample . 
ſions, to ſupport his royal miſtreſs. | 

„When Jamzs ſucceeded to the rights whi 
proved ſaxfatal to his mother. thoſe ſervices ue 
forgotten, and his favours laviſhed on a ſet of Ul 
hungry. paraſites: but not diſcouraged by this !n 
tude, when his ill-fated ſon wanted the afliſtan 
his loyal ſubjeQs, in the impious conteſt betw# 
EncL1sH and their ſovereign, which coſt him! 
cred life, again-our houſe ſtood forth, a noble pi 
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ſhaken loyalty, and were the greateſt ſufferers in 
cauſe. | | 

; At the reſtoration of the monarchy, they met 
ame reward as they had before from the grand- 


into! 

ulurp of CARALES; nor reaped any other benefit from 

reve: happy event, than the gratification! of the loyalty, 

tly ch was the ruling principle of their lives. | 
Cold is purified by fiery trials. This only made 

n of: 1.rives ſhine with brighter luſtre. They ſhewed 

miſerie fame attachment to the fon as they had to his fa - 


7; and diſdaining to ſubmit to power which they 


peo en pon as unnaturally uſurped, followed miſguided 
Fered Ms, when he abandoned his throne, into a foreign 
(dain, , exerting their loyalty in ſervice to his perſon, 
r rio Heaven ſhould point out a propitious moment for 


empliſhing their hopes of recovering for him at 
the ancient crown of his anceſtors; a crown 
ih they wore with diſtinguiſhed glory, till Heaven 
Its wrath joined another to it, greater indeed in 
ah and power, but not of greater honour. 

' Since that fatal period our glory has ſhone. with: 
niſhed ſplendor ;. and we have been looked down 
1n as dependants, by thoſe who dreaded us before 
as; and at length, to compleat the ruin of our 
icied country, ſome of her degenerate ſons, ſe- 
xd by bribery and vain hopes of power, ſealed 
Ir own infamy, and her. diſgrace, by formally re- 
icing every ſhadow of royalty, and giving up the 
7 ſtyle and title of a kingdom which had flouriſhed, 


ing 
on m 


n they 


llowet 
ge. | 


rings 

nalen bong ſucceſſion of ages, before that to which 
earl, 7 baſely thus betrayed its rights had even gained a 
njurcd i”. 


e. | | | 
The venal and. inconſtant Engliſh, a mingled 


ple pl | 
4 e made up of every people under heaven, and 


bie whom their example had debauched, may prac- 
1 and applaud. ſuch corruption ; but Scotland's true- 
of ur honeſt ſons will ever.watch occaſion to. ſhake off 


his inf 
ſiſtant 
et we 

him! 
ble pl 


ſhameful yoke, and reſtore the honour of their 


niry, by reſtoring to its throne a race of kings de- 
ded from themſelves. | 
E 3 « Educated 
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« Educated in theſe principles, though unde 
power which I abhorred, it was natural for ge 
ſeize the firſt opportunity of drawing my ſworg i 
cauſe of my rightful ſovereign. I joined in the 
tempt made by his fon, and was a ſharer in his un 
ralleled ſufferings, 

J had been too active in his intereſt to eſcape 1 
noticed. This precluded every thought of living i 
own country, even if I could ſtoop to diſſemh|e 
principles, and ſubmit to the prevailing powers 
honour of my anceſtors was now the only inherit 
which I derived from them. In the difficulties the 
fore which ſuch a ſituation was ſubject to, my na 
recourſe was to the profeſſion of arms, the only p 
feſſion which would not be a diſgrace to my blood, 
ſtained from endleſs ages by the mean arts of induf 
and to whom ſhould | offer my ſword but to the pri 
to whom my royal maſter had himſelf fled in his diftr 
and who, I flatter myſelf, has had no reaſon to rey 
of the aſylum he afforded me; for though my a 
have not been yet rewarded by fortune, my name it 
unknown to fame. | | 

This honeſt repreſentation will, to every re © 
mind, remove the prejudices fo injuriouſly enterta 
againſt me, and all in my unhappy circumſtances 
come not as preferring another country to our own, 
ſtriving to ſupplant the natives in the * Bei of fortu 
Neceſſity, irreſiſtable neceſſity, urges our relud 
ſteps; and we are received and rewarded according 
not with the reſpect of welcome gueſts, but the liben 
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and honours due to merit. The coldneſs of chr d 
frowns upon our reproach, and all our ſervices | plar 
thought tc be over paid by a bare ſubſiſtence 1 
deed, ſuch are the ſentiments which this undeſem =! 
treatment inſpires, that, did not the ſhort fightes i” | 
licy of our native country bar our return by run m 

Wet 


ons inſignificant to them, and impoſlible to be e. 
plied with by us, the ardour of our [-:yalty would 
damped, and many of us gladly go home and lie 
peace; by which means, if we did not actually becil 
their beſt ſubjects. we ſhould at leaſt rid them of | ome 


moſt dangerous enemies.” - 
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The appearance of the morning here put an end to 
: diſcourſe, which his companion heard without inter- 


der 


* plion, though with viſible indifference, and aſſented 
ein the politeſt manner. When they were relieved, 
5 Un ey retired to their reſpective tents with equal expedi- 


on, though on different occaſions ; the former to re- 
eniſn his ſnuff-box, which he had emptied in the ear- 
neſs of his converſation, and the other to waſh his 
ck cloth and ruffles, and powder his hair, that he 
gt make a proper appearance when he waited upon 
s general. ts 


ape 1 
fin 
ble 
. 

erita 
5 the 
' natul 
nly py 
0d, 


7 es - 4 . 1 me 22 2 > 40 * © = FS - - * 


— * — 


0: d ference Bbetaveen fighting baltles in the field, and 
e pi be cabinet. The happineſs of having good. friends, 
die 2th furiber inſtances of military equity. 

0 rep ES i ; i | 

a 5 the late mifcarriage had made a conſiderable al- 
ne 151 teration in the ſituation of affairs, it was neceſ- 


j to ſend notice of it to all the parties engaged in the 
me cauie, that they might regulate their meaſures ac- 
rdingly. Nothing could draw a ſtronger picture of 
man vanity, then the terms in which this account 
as given. Inſtead of owning with candour that they 


y Cand 
ertal 
es 
own, 


'forrulffiiſed been ſeverely repulſed, and in danger of an ab- 
lu ue defeat, they only ſaid, that the enemy having 
ding eſczped by accident from an attack by which they 
liben cel zned to have gained a deciſive victory, they 


char 
r1Ces 1 
ce | 
defer! 
hrec | 


ad thought proper to make ſome alterations in the 
plan of their operations for the reſt of the cam- 
pagn,” “ | 0 

ur this vain evaſion was inſtantly ſeen through; the 
ps they were obliged to take in conſequence of a diſ- 


1 uo oinunent which they affected to treat fo lightly, 
be ei ed that it was a matter of the moſt ſerious nature, 
ould Wi had effectually broke through all their meaſures for 
d liv BP? campaign, on the ſucceſs of which they had built 
becuſfhhed languine hopes, and exerted their utmoſt efforts to 
of 1 omote it. 
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As there was nothing more to be ſeen here, ] 
the opportunity of accompanying a courier who waz, 
on this occaſion to another of the arinies, conſederys 
the ſame cauſe, the general of which had acquired fyc 
reputation by his conduct, that I expected te find 1 
art of war reduced by him to a regular ſcience, wn 
carried on in a manner worthy of a rational being; hy 
well my expectations were anſwered, the event y 
ſhew. 

I found him in his tent, reading over ſome orgs 
which he had juſt received from his court. When 
had finiſhed them, What trouble have I (aid het 
himſelf) to keep theſe people from ruining themſcheg 
« A woman has the vapours, and therefore I muſt fg 
a battle to raiſe her ſpirits with the news of a vitton 
A miniſter wants to diſplay his talents, and I muſt tak 
a town, that he may draw vp the articles of capit 
lation; and yet the leaſt miſcarriage in the exccuti 
of their orders, however 1}|-timed or abſurd, will t 
* laid entirely to my charge. This is the happineſs 
ſerving under people who know nothing of the nu 
ter; who direct the operations of a campaign in the 
Cloſets, draw up armies upon paper, make marche 
and form ſieges with their fingers in the wine ſpill 
« on the table; and fight battles, and beat their ene 
« mies as they get drunk. But I am not to be mont 
by their humours. I have preſerved them hitben 
in ſpight of themſelves, by adhering ſteadily to n 
own opinion; and I will continue to do fo, or it 
& ſign the command, and leave them to their tate, 
—— Saying this, he gave orders to double all the (ori 
fications of his camp, and then returned a fummil 
anſwer to the miniſter, that the ſituation of affairs! 
that time made it impoſſible for him to obey his dite 
tions. TE | 

Such cautious conduct in an army, whoſe firengl 
ſeemed almoſt to make all caution unneceſſary, appeal 
ed very extraordinary; but a little obſervation expand 
the reaſon of it. In the mean time other occurrence 
new to me, and ſtrange in ſpeculation, tho! comms 


the military practice, attradted my attention. As ih 
geneli 
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geral went to take a view of his entrenchments, and 
it he might ſee where it was moſt. proper to add to 


I 100 
Was fot 


era ir trength, according to his own ſyſtem, he was met 
8 (ug a deputation from the inhabitants of the country, on 
_ . moſt intereſting occaſion. Though he was determin- 


not to take the leaſt notice of any thing they could 
„ he thought proper to give them an hearing to ſave 
pearances. 5 

The perſon who ſpoke to him, in the name of the 
, addrefling him with an air of reſpect, mixed with 
gnation, “ am ſent to your excellency (ſaid he) 
by the few remaining inhabitants of this wretched 


7: ho 
Nt y 


orde 
Then 
d het 


"I country, to implore your commiſeration of their 
1 difrefſed ſtate. The misfortunes impoſſible to be 
| | avoided in the ſeat of a war, have long ſince con- 


ſumed their ſtrength, and exhauſted all their regu- 
lar reſources: The contributions demanded by your 
excellency yeſterday, exceed their utmoſt power. 
The indiſpenſable means of ſubſiſtence is all that is 
left them ;: to take the ſmalleſt portion from which 
muſt make life a curſe, and aggravate their miſe- 
nes to deſpair. Your ſovereign and our's are con- 
federates in this war, the cauſe of which was origi- 
nally your's ; and ſo muſt the advantage be in the 
end. We expect nothing. Why then muſt the 
weight, of it. be laid entirely upon us? If you come 
for our protection, why do you not drive our ene- 
mies away ? If that is not to be done, why not 
march into their territories, and remove to them a 
burthen which we can no longer bear? It were bet- 
ter for us to ſupport but one army, even though that 
vere of enemies, than two. The number of our 
very friends has eaten us up. We throw ourſelves 
iderefore upon your excellency's juſtice and compaſ- 
lon, and beg an alleviation of diſtreſſes, which we 
are unable to ſuſtain. Repreſent our caſe in its pro- 
per colours to your, ſovereign ; and, in the mean 
ume, ſuſpend the execution of. orders which over- 
whelm us with deſpair.” 
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TW be general heard this pathetic ſpeech without the 
enert emotion; and as foon as it was concluded, I 


E 5 5 am 
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am ſorry for your ſufferings ; (anſwered he coli. 
but the redreſs of them lies not in my power, y; 
muſt apply to the miniſtry. If they ſupply me ui 
other means to ſupport a war, I ſhall be gag; j; 
% then I muſt make uſe of thoſe in my hands, 
Then turning directly to an officer who ſtood near hin 
he ordered the contributions to he levied, without 
vour or delay, 

The unſucceſsful advocates had ſcarce departs 
when an expreſs arrived from one of his advanced po 
to inform him that the enemy had laid all that fide ( 
the country in flames, and were juſt then making ſon 
motions which appeared as if they intended to atia 
him in his entrenchments. His officers heard this x 
count with the higheſt indignation ; and, confiing 
their numbers, expreſſed their eagerneſs to prevent ſug 
an inſult, by wo out directly to meet them, 

But the general diſregarded their ardour, and fm 
reſolved to purſue his own ſyſtem; * The ene 
*+ ſhould know me too well, (ſaid he) to imagine that 


can be taken with ſuch a bait! When there nfl 
„thing more to burn, the flames will go out of the 


** felves. All their braving ſhall not make me q 
the advantage of my fituation. The event of b 
ties is uncertain, and often proves contrary to tl 
* beft founded expeRation. Beſide, their affairs a 
cours are in a very different ſtate. A victory mig 
„ accompliſh all their deſigns, which are diſappoin 
as effeQually by delay as by a defeat; it is the 
„fore right in them to riſk every thing. But the 
„ trary is our caſe ; we might loſe every thing h) 
defeat; and do gain as much by delay, as we 0 
„by victory; ſo that to put any thing to the hin 
„ were madneſs. As to the diſgrace of our honout, 
„being braved thus, that is nothing. Succeſs alone 
** honour in war, I am ſorry, it is true, for then 


46 


* of the country; but I have other buſineſs here bel 


preſerving that, and which I muſt firſt attend t051 
I ſhall think myſelf happy if 1 can accompliſh i 
ſo eaſy a rate as the ruin of a country that does! 


belong to us. Saying this, he continued hi yl 
mW | abſoluts 
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olutely unmoved at the ſight of the flames which 
of» from all the villages in that particular part of 
| e country from whence he had drawn his ſubſiſtence 
"7 ile there was any remaining for him, 

There was ſomething fo deliberately cruel in pro- 
acting the miſeries of the innocent in this manner, 
order to wear out an enemy whom he was evi- 
ently afraid to face in the field, that however con- 
nant it might be to the principles of military equity, 
1d however juſt his maxim, that . Succeſs alone is 
onour in war,” I turned away from the fight with 
bborrence. 


attac — 15 — ů — 
. 


ar! War in procincm] The comforts of Greatneſs, A 
night ſcene, with a continuation of it, neither of the 
moſt agreeable nature. 


HOUGH my heart was by this time ſick of 
war, curioſity ſtill bad force to make me take a 
ew of the army oppoſed to this, the character of 
hoſe commander promiſed ſome variety, and more 
ive ſcenes at leaſt, if not more rational and humane 
than thoſe 1 had hitherto ſeen. ** It is not poſſible 
(thought 1) that the military ſcience, which has been 
0 highly extulled by men of the greateſt genius in 
every age and country, and made the ſeal of tame, the 
indiſputed title to every advantage of this world, ſhould 
be ſuch a confuſed medley of blunders and butchery, 


1 carried on headlong, without regard to the moſt indiſ- 

* penſible principles of juſtice or humanity, or attention 

ur io any rational or determined point, beſide avarice, or 
j 


a ſavage paſſion for revenge. The generals who make 
ſo grand a figure in the writings of poets and hiſtorians, 
could not have been like theſe ; nor the battles, by 
which they acquired their immortal glory, ſuch fruitleſs 
random ſcenes of blind, and worſe than brutal carnage! 
have been often cautioned againſt forming my judg- 
nent too haſtily,” | 

| Having 
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Having confirmed myſelf in my reſolution by the y 
flections, I was ſo deſirous to put it in execution, thy 
would not even ſtay to travel with any other perſon a 
I had done before ; but availing myſelf of the power 
with which the ſpirit had endowed me, I wiſhed myſt 
directly into the enemy's camp, 

The firſt things that ſtruck me here were the enger 
neſs and aſſiduity of every individual, ſo different fo 


be infel 
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the liſtleſs ſtupidity and careleſsneſs which had give 3 
me ſuch diſguſt in the other armies. The ſoldier Rec 
ſeemed by their looks. to underſtand the motives of H wh 
war 1n which they were engaged, and to think then ed all 1 
ſelves intereſted in the event. Such a fight gave n nciole 
pleaſure. *- This (thought I) is ſomething worth bei, - 
holding! Theſe act like men, by exerting that reaſor mh 
which diflinguzſhes them from brutes ; and that cali; fue! 
muſt. be juſt which ſo many approve of, and ſuppoti oned 
with their lives.” it has 
As I was making theſe reflections, the commander e a; 


(whom I found to be their ſovereign) paſſed me, and bp 


his affability and encouraging addreſs added wings tothe * 
diligence with which they all ſtrove to execute his con-WMhiſrs 
mands. I joined him directly, ſtudious to obſerve every tplod 
look and action of ſo extraordinary. a perſon. W va 
' He was that morning making a general review a! 


his army, which was drawn out for that purpoſe 
Though every thing was ſtrictly regular, and bore the 
moſt martial appearance, I remarked that the monarch 
frequently ſighed as he darted his experienced eye along 
the ranks. He ſeemed to look for ſomething which he 
could not find, and melted almoſt into tears at the ten- 
der youth of the greater part of his troops. | 

But if the private men appeared young and un- 
experienced, the officers of every degree wore the op- 
poſite characters in their countenances. Birth, riches 
or favour, evidently had no place in their promotion, 
They roſe by merit alone, and the foldier who deſerved 
command was ſure of obtaining it. This was the mol 
effectual proviſion which human prudence could make 
to enſure fucceſs; nor did the event diſappoint it. I 
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be inferiority of his numbers hindered his obtaining 
eciſixe victortes, the excellent diſcipline of his forces 
far balanced that advantage, that his enemies could 
t prevail againſt him. 
When he had finiſhed the buſineſs of the morning, 
e retired to his tent, and throwing himſelf, with a 
igued look and diſcontented air, into a chair, When 
il this horrid work be at an end? (ſaid he) When 
ill my wearied heart have reft  O ambition, thou 
adneſs of miſguided man! Thou ſource of the worſt 
ils which afflict his wretched race]! To thee are ſacri- 
ed all the tenderneſſès of humanity, all the moſt ſacred 
nciples of ſocial and moral virtue. And for what & 
o purſue an uneſſential phantom, to graſp at a bub- 
that melts at the touch, and illudes the empty hand! 
r ſuch- is the glory of this world, however highly 
ned by prejudice and vanity ; the echo of a ſound 
it has paſſed by, the ſhadow of a cloud that floats 
the air,” | | : 
fe was interrupted in theſe reffections by the ar- 
il of a courier; with diſpatches from one of his 
ters. The moment he ran his eye over them, 
t gloom of laſſitude and diſcontent which overcaft his. 
ww vaniſhed, his eye flaſhed with reſentment and 
ial ardour, and his whole frame ſeemed to be on 
He gave orders for all his generals to attend him 
My, and then walking a turn or two about his tent, 
No! (faid he) it is not. come to that yet. Never 
| | ſubmit to ſuch ignominious terms while I have 
ſubject able to draw-a ſword. Never will I tar- . 
the glory of ſo many victories by the leaſt conceſ- 
ls my fate to depend on the caprice of women? 
my dominions to be parcelled out by dreaming 
men? Sooner ſhall the ravages of war conſume 
all, than J will yield to ſuch diſhonour. Tl! fight 
ut to the laſt man, ſet fire to the laſt town with 
Own hand, and perith in the flames, before my ſoul 
bend to their deſires, or comply with ſuch diſgrace- 
ondit ions. | 
be entrance of his officers broke off his meditati- 
He pauſed a moment, to moderate the 
8 
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of his ſoul, and then addreſſing himſelf to them, « 1 
friends, (ſaid he our enemies inſult us. They mal 
propoſals too haughty and ſevere to be received en 
from victors. But we will bring them to a more m 
derate way of thinking. I am refolved to make 9 
effort, to put an end to this deſtructive war, We yi 
this night attack the enemy in ſuch a quarter, (y 
wary adverſary will not run the hazard. of ſuccourn 
his colleague in the dark, for fear an attempt ſhould} 
made upon his own camp in the mean while; 

that, for this time, the advantage of numbers yi 
not be againſt us. In other reſpects I know the di 
culty of the undertaking ; but difficulties never d 
courage a brave mind from great attempts. Lauf 
of the horrors of war, and will ſee no more of then 
We will either conquer or die.” | 

His generals heard theſe words with a melanchdl 
fierce delight. They all wiſhed to ſee an end put 
the calamities which laid their country waſte ; if ti 
could not be accompliſhed, death appeared a definl 
releaſe from the horrors with which they were þ 
rounded. As ſoon as they left their ſovereign's p 
ſence, therefore, they embraced each other, as n 
who expected not to meet again, and then wen 
prepare every thing for putting his commands ine 
cution. 

As for the monarch, the approach. of ſuch a fc 
ſeemed a relief to his mind, by diverting his attent 
from the reflections which tortured him before. U 
tangled in the tender connexions of nature, which, 
it were, multiply a man into many ſelfs, for the f 
of each dear particular of whom his anxiety 1s ges 
than for his own, he looked forward to the dreadful 
unmoved ;. and, deſpiſing any danger which threat 
himſelf, was not diſturbed with ſympathetic apprei ole | 
ons for others. : ; 

At length the moment, loaded with the fan "y 
many thouſands, arrived, The horrors of ſuch a 
are beyond deſcription ; my ſoul ſtill fickens 4 
thought. [I have ſaid that the attack was to be 10 
the night. Nature, as if to hide the madneſ 0! ed w 
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od. wrapped the guilty ſcene in tenfold darkneſs. This 
3 fayourable to the aſſailants. Inſpired with the re- 
ution of their ſovereign, they knew that their road 
\yictory was right forwards, and ruſhed on with an 
ppetuoſity impoſſible to be reſiſted; while their oppo- 


ni s, attacked on every ſide, knew not where to direct 

Ou bir force. But neither did they know whither to re- 
ui... If diſtraction therefore made their efforts leſs ef- 
ald 


fual, deſpair ſupported their reſolution. They fought 
| random, and deſtroyed their friends as well as their 
nemies : but ſtill they fought with valour, heightened 
y deſpair. At length their entrenchments were all 
ced, and they were driven, themſelves ſcarce knew 
hither. The darkneſs, which before was againſt them, 
oved now their ſecurity. Purſuit was impoſſible. The 
antage alſo had already coſt the victors ſo dear, that 
ey were cautious, as the leaſt miſcarriage might re- 
erle the ſuccels. : | | | 
The heart of man muſt be ſeared againſt every feeling 
humanity, to ſupport ſuch a ſight as the morning 
ht diſcloſed, The viQtorious monarch, animated with 
| bis martial enthuſiaſm, was unable to bear it. He 
d his men, haraſſed as they were, in purſuit of the 
temy, though he expected not to overtake them; but 
jen it removed him from this horrid ſcene. 

As ſoon as his ſpirit had cooled a little from the 
dour, or rather madneſs, neceſſary to fupport them 
rough their late exertion, he ſought to relieve nature 
reſt. But the labours of his mind were far from be- 
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ſenſes, than his imagination was at work, and placed 
m in the midſt of the tumults and confuſion from 
dich he was but juſt delivered. He gave aloud the 
eral words of command, and fought over again the 
Iole battle of the night before, with as much eager- 
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th the hurry of his ſpirits and agitation of his whole 
me awoke him, little refreſhed by ſuch broken 
Imbers. Such a life could not afford pleaſure in the 
memplation. I was juſt turning from him, ſur- 
led with heroi/m and greatneſs, when an affair that 
ſhewed 


gat an end. Sleep had no ſooner overpowered his wea- 


and anxiety as if he was actually engaged, till at 
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ſhewed his character in a new light, attraQed ny y 
tention. | 


Fr 


CHAP. MI. 
An approved medicine for a fick mind. A curious cu 


werſation between tauo great perſons, with a conpend 
ous method of acquiring fame. 


THEN he aroſe from his thorny pillow, b. 
went to a trunk, and taking out a bock 
“ Learning (ſaid he, ſighing) bas been called the mec 
cine of the mind. Eet me try if Jean find it fo, N 
mind ever wanted a medicine to heal its ſickneſs, mor 
than mine does at this moment.” — Then reading a pag 
or two, Aye, (continued he) theſe are fine ſchene 
if they could but be brought to bear. Any of the 
would enſure the wiſhed-for envied epithet of pred 
without the fatigue of this horrid trade of war; thoup 
much fear this too will diſappoint me as that did, an 
that in the end I ſhall find I have conſumed my life 
building caſtles in the air.“ ik 
He then pauſed a moment, in a diſcontented mod 
and, throwing by the book, took up a written pape 
on which he had ſcarce caſt his eye when he ſeemed 
have found the remedy he wanted. A. ſmile of f 
complacency ſoftened his brow, his eyes. ſparkled w 
pleaſure, and his heart throbbed with conſcious pri 
as he read it over moſt emphatically to himſelf. * Wh 
did T not fix my hopes of fame, my claim to immort 
lity, on theſe > (ſaid he, ſwelling into a tenfold con 
quence as he ſpoke) the muſes would not have diſdain 
my addreſſes; they would have crowned me with th 
glory which I ſought for in vain in philoſophy, andi 
I purſue with no better proſpect of ſucceſs in vt 
But ſoft! Is not this the day on which the favourite 
the muſes, Crambo, promiſed to come and. ſhewil 
his laſt work? Who knows but I may effect the fun 
all my deſigns by his aſſiſtance? Every other buli 


| give place to this. I would not miſs the pleaſure 
converſing with him, or run the hazard of any other's 
ing his works before me, for many reaſons.” —— 
jing this, he called one of his attendants, and, 
ding ſome general directions to his officers, gave 
gers that no one ſhould be admitted to him that 
ring but a particular perſon, whom he deſcribed. 
He had not waited long, when the expected viſitor 


A 


s (a) 
end; 


ateſt familiarity, and pointing to a chair near him- 
„ © Sit down, my friend, (faid he) diſtinction is un- 
eſſary among the muſes ſons. You wonder, I doubt 
at my deſiring you to come in that diſguiſe ; but 
ea ſon was this: In my ſituation every motion is 
oled to notice. When I have mind, therefore, to 
| an hour from care, I am obliged to uſe ſome arti- 
of this kind, to conceal my defign. I am now 
ught to be engaged on the moſt weighty affairs; 
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gr | your dreſs, with the myſterious manner of your 
F J oduCtion, fayours the deceit, and makes you paſs 
iel ſome ſecret emiſſary who has brought me intelli- 
4 ce. Were it known that I enjoy one hour of ſocial 


ſerſe, like another man, it would take off from my 
ance, and weaken that implicit refpe& which 
nature of my affairs makes indiſpenſable. This 1s 
blefſing of pre-eminence: painful pre-eminence, 
gent in woe, | | 
But let us quit ſo diſagreeable a ſubjet. Have 
drought me the piece you mentioned in your let- 

[long to ſee it; and hope you have not taken the 
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1 7 notice of it to any other perſon living. Alexan- 
1M" not more jealous of his tutor's publiſhing his 
wich l (edge for the inſtruction of the world, than I am 


bur communicating your works, even by the bare 
'on of their names, before I have had the firſt pe- 
lof them Like him, I would engroſs the ſole en- 
ent.“ | 

Your majeſty does me the higheſt honour by this 
uy; (anfwered the other) but I am afraid the ob- 


Wl be found unworthy. However, ſuch as it is, 
it at your feet.“ 
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red, diſguiſed in ſuch a manner as muſt effectually 
ceal him. The monarch received him with the 
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—“ But has no living perſon ſeen nor even E eie 
of it ?” | he v 
None, I can moſt truely affure your ma.  Jh 

I obeyed your commands with the greateſt care. ther 
it is. The ſubject, I own, is trifling; but | hope rt! 
execution will not diſpleaſe you It is a ſhort chf at 
tion of all the prejudices which have fo long ere 
the human mind, under the title of religion. oni 
proved, in an allegorical hiſtory, by familiar infant r 
taken from real or at leaſt poſſible life, which i; | — 
ſame thing, that chance governs the world, and end 
occurrence in it; and that to attribute them to ai | 


other cauſe, ſuch as infinite power, wiidom, goodrefiY po 


and ſuch like, is moft abſur, ase are plainly colffMÞred 
trary to the effects of fuch a eauſe; and to give agen 


er force to my reaſoning. I have all along affect ba, 


treat theſe very notions, which I controvert, vi — 
moſt ſolemn reſpeQ.” ec 
« Juſt as I have written with the greateſt acetat 


_ againſt maxims (interrupred the king) which I He: 


every hour of my life.”— — Then rnoning his 
haitily over the firſt page, which chance had f 2! 
ed to him, © This is the thing (continued he.! 
rapture) which has been ever wanted to clear Wi 
eyes of man, and enlighten his mind with the radi aſl: 
of real knowledge. The voice of reaſon here u — 
the ſacred words of truth, adorned with all the be 

ties of imagination. How exactly have you hit vl! ol 
my ſentiments! how forcibly expreſſed them! Me 
tions muſt have long proved to all who are capi 
of lifting up the veil which neceſſity obliges meh 
wear, that this is my opinion. You muſt leave 


- manuſcript with me, that I may peruſe it at my be 


leiſure ; and remember, I have your promiſe, that r kr 
will not mention a word of it to any mortal. 

reaſons for this injunction, which may not be diſag 

able to you | 
— Nothing that your majeſty command: ſhes 
be diſagreeable to me; nor need you doubt m 

vice. Here is another little thing, a mock-herolc pc We 


in which the folly of all the philoſophy, and „ Our 
| pre 
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tenſions to knowledge, which have impoſed upon 
de world for ſo many generations, are properly diſ- 
layed. It is ſomething of the ſame nature with the 
ther, the deſign of which it compleats, by ſhewing 
hat there is nothing certain in this life; and, therefore, 
dat true wiſdom conſiſts in doing that which is moſt 
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no geable to ourſelves without regard to any contrary 
| 1 Wpioions, however hallowed to foohſh veneration by 
insane rut and cobwebs of antiquity.” | 
cb is t — My ſyſtem ſtill. Yes! let me have it. My 
nd ee ead is ſtunned with the noiſe of war, and wants 
1 to e harmony of your numbers to compoſe it. This 
ode poetry. This is the genuine effuſion of a mind in- 


red. Such writing diſdains the \critics rage, and 


inly et 

a riſes above the wreck of time. What elegance! 
Feded hat fire ! How bold, and yet how clear!” 

wich WW — © Your majeſty's approbation is the higheſt 


jet of my ambition. It is fame. Though till 


acer ſanction is made public, I dovht not but [ ſhall 
pra ee 20 outcry raiſed againſt me, particularly on ac- 
g his Mon of the firft work, for bringing ridicule to aid 
ad o argument, againſt opinions ſo long conſecrated, by 
he. M ecrance to blind re ſpect. But it was impoſſible to re- 
clear en the ſallies of wit on ſubjects which lay ſo open to 


aſh.” 


— © Moſt certainly; nor are they in the leaſt 
ſrehenſible. A poignant jeſt often thames a man 
| of an opinion which no argument could make 
give up. You tell me with the aſſurance of 
red truth, that no man living knows any thing 
ether of theſe works In return for your com- 
ng with my deſire in that, I will now intruſt you 
my bat the darling ſecret of my ſoul. No man muſt 
Ir know any thing of them; I mean, as your's. Shall 
ell you all? You are ſenſible of the ardour with 
| pant for fame. Though chance has thrown me 
the more turbulent ſcenes of life, my heart lan- 
mand es for the happineſs of retirement, for the glory 
lis acquired by the calmer works of learned eaſe : 
were my firſt eſſays to obtain it ſo unſucceſsſul as to 
"age the purſuit, did the indiſpenſible duties of 
lation permit it. 
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Can you then, my friend, indulge this ry}, 
paſſion of my foul fo far, as to give up theſe chi 
dren of your brain to my adoption, and | n 
produce them to the world as my own, withqy 
danger of paternal fondneſs's breaking out, and ch 
ing them? I know it is a delicate and difficult u 


queſt ; but I will amply recompenſe your compliancy 
and then you will ſoon be able to produce mot 
The ſpring from whence theſe flowed is not « 
hauſted.“ 

„ Beſide, I claim a kind of right to them. The 
are the very ſentiments of my foul, which 1 dey 
ed to have publiſhed as ſoon as | could ſpare tin 
to diſpoſe them into proper order. In this you he 
prevented me; may I not fay rather, ſaved me 
trouble, and now preſent my own anticipated of 
ſpring to me, with the advantage of being educat 
by your hand. The matter is literally mine, 
much as it is your's.; the form, indeed, is all ya 
own. What do you ſay? Are you willing to prat 
my defire? | 

Every command of your majeſty's is enti 
to immediate obedience ; I moſt willingly conſign th 
into your hands, to difpoſe of as you pleaſe, et 
to publiſh. or abſolutely ſuppreſs them for ever, Cou 
J have thought of their having: fuch a glorious ia 
I ſhould have laboured to make them more wort 

of it.“ | 

«© They are very well. It is the fubj 
that particularly ſtrikes me. If I find any th 
amiſs in the manner of treating it, Þ will ny 
correct it. Here! take this order to my trealurt 
You ſee it is <cxpreſly ſaid to be for ſecret ſervice 

% Your majeſty's munificence (anſwered the ut 
author, who was ſo aſtoniſhed at the greatneſs of! 

fum, that it was ſome time before he had pow! 
ſpeak) overwhelms me with confufivn, This 1 
much; too much for me to take!” 

— hut not ſor me to give (replied the! 
narch, ſmiling). Let me ſee you again beloe } 
go away. I muſt now give ſome orders; which 
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s moment conie into my head; but I ſhall be at lei- 
ire by the time you return from the treaſurer,” 

The author bowed with the moſt profound reſpect, 
id departed in evident happineſs of heart. 

When he was gone, the king, looking at his new 
urchaſe with the higheſt delight; At length (ſaid he) 
hve accompliſhed my defign. Theſe will extend my 
me through the whole circle of the human powers. 
ſhine already as a legiſlator and hiſtorian ; theſe add 


Tee characters of a poet, and a divine. Singularity is 
ee firſt ſtep to eminence. A great man ſhould do no- 
ing in the common way. Now that I have unhinged 

e religion of the world, as ſoon as I am at leiſure 1 


ill deviſe a new one of my own, and erett it on the 
ins of the old, This is all T want to confirm my be- 
g the greateſt man of this, or any other age.” 

When he had pleaſed himſelf with theſe reflections 


ne 
va jr fone time, he reſumed his wonted thougfitful look, 
ga vent to meet his miniſters, who, ſtruck with his 


ppearance, liſtened to his words with a kind of religi- 


ent e veneration, prepared to obey whatever he ſhould 
zn hn mand, without preſuming to diſcuſs it even in their 


u minds, as if he had been a being of a ſuperior na- 
Con ſe. ö 
Having diſpatched theſe affairs, he retired to meet 
worde happy author, who had received the money, and 
as returned according to his orders. Well, (ſaid 
e king) I nope you don't regret the change you have 
ade. J have nothing more to ſay to you at this time, 
ut to deſire that I may hear conſtantly from you. 
reaſurd uch as I am involved io other affairs, I ſhall always 
fene ſome time to correſpond with you; and obſerve, 
he lu! | infilt on your laying aſide all fornality, and writ- 
s of pour thoughts as freely as they riſe in your mind; 
power WR | and. all lovers of philoſophic truth do.” Tx. 
lis * Your majeſty (anſwered the other) heaps new ho- 

"urs on me, by every new command. I will obey you 
the ih the utmoſt punctuality, and think myſelf happy if 
poor work can merit the approbation of ſo conſum- 
Wea judge. The ſcene now grew ſo ys” 
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each flattering the other in the groſſeſt manner, thy 
was glad when it was ended. 

This contemptible inſtance of vanity ſullied the luſt 
of the monarch's other qualities, and made mie ſo ſick 
ambition in every ſhape, that I could bear the fokty 
him no longer. I therefore took my leave of heroiſm and 
greatneſs, of which my heart was fick, and departed 
long with the author, in whom I ſaw ſomething th 
raiſed my curioſity to be better acquainted with hin, | 


— — * — — 


CHAP, XML. 


A remarkable inſtance of poetic gratitude and jufig 
with ſome anecdotes of a celebrated genius. 


T H E moment he left the monarch's preſence, 
made all poſſible hafte to get out of his reach 
ſo, for fear of his changing his mind, and reſuming h 
moſt profuſe preſent. When his heart was freed frat 
this fear, on his entering the territories of a neui 
power, he ſtopped, to recover his fatigue, and 

-fider how he ſhould diſpoſe of his new fortune init 
moſt proper manner. After a variety of ſchemes, | 
at laſt reſolved to fix his abode in the territories of a 
tain free but poor ſtate, where he ſhould be at liber 
to purſue his own inclinations without interruption, a 
gain reſpect by the magnificence which he was now ab 
to diſplay. | 

This firſt point being ſettled, his thoughts natural 
recurred to the means by which he had acquired 
fortune. Amply as the monarch had paid him fortl 
honour of fathering his works, his vanity took | 


alarm at the fame he ſhould loſe, and envy determi 


him to break faith with his benefaQor, and bctray! 
weakneſs, by publiſhing the works in his own nam 
as ſoon as ever the king ſhould declare them de! 
his; for he would not do it ſooner to prevent bil 
that the detection might heighten the difgrace ; | 
thoughts of his being under obligation, to Which 


meant to make ſo baſe a return, inflaming his be 
_ 


h t 
the 
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given ſparingly, and never ſoon; but the more ſy 
tial reward of preſent profit ſeldom diſappointed me 
and rational liberty gave genius its full ſcope, 
he firſt taſted the ſweets of independency, and for 
ſchemes for eſtabliſhing himſelf in the poſſeſſion of 
ineftimable bleſſing. But his eagerneſs diſappointed | 
by betraying him into ſome actions which obliged 
to quit that country as precipitately as he had his 
to avoid a more ignominious fate. 

After ſome time ſpent in diſcontented rambling, 
prince, whom his fame had reached, not only gate 
an aſylum in his dominions, but alfo heaped his fay 
on him ſo laviſhly, that he reſumed his hopes of i 
pendency, which this laſt affair enabled him to ac 

liſh in a manner he had never even raiſed wiſhes 

he return he meditated, and did afterwards y 
make (for when he conſidered more cooly, he d 
that part of his ſcheme of letting the king pu 
them firſt, for fear his credit ſhould overbalance 
own, and make himſelf appear the plagiary, andt 
fore printed them directly in his own name; a pe 
which the diſcontented monarch did not dare to 
peach, and could not puniſh) was agreeable to the 
tural tendency of his diſpoſition, and of a piece 
his behaviour to the people whoſe beneficence ha 
forded him relief, and firſt raiſed his hopes, who 
calumniated with the moſt malignant virulence, as 
as he was out of the reach of their offended laws. 

The abilities which enabled him to triumph 0 
many difficulties as his folly drew him into, were 
tainly very great, though vanity much leſſened 
merit. An affectation of ſingularity, of ſhewing 
ſelf wiſer than all the reſt of the world, making 
diſpvte the truth of, and treat with contempt 
principles which had ever been held in the highs 
pect. and eſtabliſhed as the rules of moral acid 
foundations of religious faith. 

Impious and abſurd as ſuch vanity was, it foun 
plauſe and imitation from the kindred vanity 0 

reater part of mankind ; and the intereſt the 
in ſupplanting an authority that contradicted thel 
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and made it criminal in the eyes of others, and 
gerous in their own. | ; 

To this cauſe chiefly he was indebted for the rapi- 
of his riſe to fame ; for literary merit, however 
at, is obliged to ſtand the teſt of time before it meets 
al approbation, where ſome lucky circumſtance 
« not concur thus to favour it. . 
Shocked at ſuch a proſtitution, I left him to purſue 
own machinations 3 and, having abundantly fatis- 
| my curioſity with military matters, reſolved to 
uge the ſcene of my obſervations, and go to the 
ns of the powers engaged in war, in hopes that 
the credit of human nature, I might find the moi 
1 their rag 1 deduced from more ra- 
al principals than thoſe which a 

— of their armies. ” "—_ = 1 
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Flight to the Paradiſe of Fool 


X. 
CHAP. I. 


A council ſcene, The mildneſs of female povernn 
with a remarkable inſtance of the happy effed if 
proof upon great minds. | 


T HE firſt court which I thought proper tot 
1 a view of was that of the power moſt imm 
ately engaged in the war againſt the prince whoſece 
J had juſt left. Accordingly I aviſhed myſelf thi 
direQly, to avoid the pain of travelling through 
ſcenes of deſolation and miſery exhibited by all theco 
tries around. 

On my arrival 1 found the ſovereign ſeated in cou 
in the midſt of his miniſters. There appeared in 
looks a phlegm, which in different countries is take 
denote the different qualities of wiſdom and ſtupid 
and which here ſeemed to have extended its ſopa! 
influence over all preſent, who fat with their eyes! 
upon the table, as if waiting in ſuſpenſion of thol 
for ſomething to ſet their faculties at work. 
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ſhey bad continued in this ſtate for ſome time, when 
male entered and placed herſelf at the right hand of 
qrereign. Her features were ſtrong and maſculine; 
was drefſed in the robes of independent royalty, 
Ny the haughtineſs of her looks and deporiment ſhew- 
bat he eſteemed herſelf ſuperior to all the princes 
the world. . | 

Te moment ſhe entered, the whole council aſſumed 
u appearance. The ſovereign looked abaſhed, and 
ninilters, rouzed from their former ſerenity, waited 
ter words with fear and trembling. ** I ordered 
rattendance, (ſaid ſhe, looking fiercely round, the 
of her ſoul flaſhing from her eyes as ſhe ſpoke) to 
you know what I will have done in the preſent con- 
dure. I will no longer bear to be braved thus by 
raſſals, who, by the weakneſs of ſome of my prede- 
os, have acquired this unnatural power of rebelling 
ut their ſovereign. They ſhall be declared public 
mies to the general ſtate, and the reſt of the feuda- 
es obliged to join their forces, according to the or- 
nces of thoſe who gave them the power they now 
ſs, to reduce them to their proper ſtate of obedience. 
ten theſe have done that, the troops of my own do- 
ons hall humble them alſo. I will no longer be 
oled by ſuch ungrateful ſlaves; for ſuch they were, 
ſuch they ſhall be again. And you, fir, (addreſſing 
kf to the ſovereign ) muſt enforce this ſentence with 
authority. The rank to which you have been 
ed by your alliance with me, enables you to do any 
ls, if you had but proper ſpirit. | 
dam, (anſwered the ſovereign (II- TI can do 
ling. You have taken all the power into your own 
ds, and leſt nothing for me to do.” 

es, (replied ſhe): with a look of the higheſt con- 
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d in col pr) you can drink away your ſenſes; and that is all 
ared ; mind. Had I been blefſed with an huſband of ſpi- 
; is ta qual to my own, we ſhould have ſubdued the world. 
d ſtupl mankind would have been my ſlaves. But now 


ſopol 
ir eyes! 
| of thol 


vork is all my on; you only contribute an empty 
“ Then turning to her ſecretary, Let this 
ſee be notified to all the other vaſſals without loſs 
me, that they may prepare to obey it.“ {7 

P 2 „May 
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May it pleaſe your moſt auguſt majeſty, 74,7 ; 
ſecretary, making an obeiſance bh. low 7 TW 1 
this ſentence intended only againſt the principa| 50 1 
with whom you are at war? Or are all his fies | di 
thoſe I mean who have not directly declared again 05 
to be included?” 1 

* All, all; (anſwered. ſhe) their preſumpto e 
equal, and ſo ſhall be their puniſhment. Thoſe hed 
even heſitate to obey my commands I hold to be 1 
enemies, and will treat them as fuch.” ſable 

* Your moſt ſacred majeſty's commands (replied t mc 
ſecretary) ſhould be a law to all the world. Here MW r. 
memorial which [ have this day received from the n port 
ſter of his principal ally. It relates immediately uns 
purpoſe of this your majeſty's moſt magranimous on 
Juſt reſolution, their conſcious dread of which anch! 
your tremendous declaration.” he 

Let it be read; (ſaid the impatiently) I vil 
What it contains, though all the world ſhall not n ri; 
me alter my reſolution.” dlent 

Far be it from your ſervant to ſuppoſe any Toi 
thing; (anſwered the ſecretary) the will of ſo mig Whi 
princeſs ſhould be as immutable as fate. Shall I bre 
the whole, or only give a ſummary of the contents ent! 

is very long: and not always conceived with vor 
reſpect due to your ſublimity, from the other ( 
reigns of the earth.” _ Id, 4 
The ſubſtance of it (replied ſhe haughtily) vit 
as. much as] ſhall hear, and more than I ſhall pH on 
gard to.” | | : te of 

„ Hem ! ahem! In the firſt place, (ſaid he, ce der 
his voice, and caſting his eye upon the paper In dute 
hand) the memorialiſt preſumes to throw the ban eit 
the preſent war entirely upon your majeſty ; accuſe"! 
you of a deſign to overturn the juſt rights and eff, e 
of | thoſe whom he calls the ſovereign prince: [hel 
independent members of the ſtate ; and in conſeq er 
of this accuſa tion, juſtifies the oppoſition made by i The 


enemy, and the aſſiſtance contributed by others i0 Joke 
ſupport of a cauſe common to them all. He prel - 


likewiſe to deny and proteſt againſt your irrehil 
majelty's undoubted right of employing the aul 
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ic moſt ſerene majeſty, your royal conſort, in a dif. 
e which interferes not with his fate, but belongs 
rely to your OWN hereditary dotinions, audacioully 
| diretly infifting, thar inſtead of aiding your ma- 
s deſigns, he ought to oppoſe his whole force to 
tat them, agreeably to the true intent of the high 
| repoted in him when he was raiſed to his preſent 
hed ſtation. kn quality then of ſovereign of other 
minions, he takes the liberty to upbraid your incom- 
able majeſty with ingratitude, afferung, that, with- 
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vlied WW: wentioning the many obligations conferred upon 
ere ur royal anzeſtors, your majefty has yourfelf been 


ported on your throne by his aſſiſtance, againſt the 
ns of thoſe very enemies of your. auguſt houſe, 
om you have now moſt unnaturally joined with a- 
nt him, your only firm and effeQual ally; and, laſt- 
he has the aſſurance to declare, that he will now 
ploy the ſame power in defence of what he calls his 
1 rights, and thoſe of his allies ; with which he moſt 
dlently adds, that he fears not to humble that in- 
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any Beſt] —— | | 

rnight RV bile the ſecretary was making this recual, every 
ere of his miſtreſs's face was diſtorted with the dif- 
tents ent paſſions of pride, rage, and revenge; but theſe 


with | 


words hurri-:! her beyond all patience. “ Villain! 
ther { 


| ſhe, (ſnatching the memorial from his trembling 
id, and throwing it in his face) how dareſt thou re- 


y) wi fuch infolence before me? Obligations to him! 
11 pay och did his duty; and was overpaid by my accept- 

e of it. My houſe, the firſt on earth, has a right 
e, cles every thing in the power of inferior princes, to con- 
Der n ute to its exaltation; nor ſhall any petty, limited 
e blame ereign, preſume to call my commands in queſtion, 
accu enture my making alliances with whom I pleaſe. 
1d libeßgg Pfever | will is right; and this J will ſupport aga inſt 
inces lneir oppoſition, while I have a ſubject able to dra w 
ynſequ e ord.T“ | 


de by] 
hers t0 
e prel | 

irrefl 
aulit 


be vehemence with which ſhe ſpoke theſe words 
ore her royal conſort, who was ſo affected by the 
ke the had given him jufl before, that he fell aſleep. 
dating therefore, Hah! What! What oppolition ? 
F 3 (ſaid 


to unburthen my conſcience, which cannot bear 
weight of any thing that even looks like a crime. 


— 
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(ſaid he, ſtaring about, and repeating her laſt u. 
What ws * = ba I 

Peace, idiot! fot! (anſwered his gentle mate 
only oppoſition I regard, is that of your indolence 
ſtupidity.” Then, turning again to the ſeerer 
** Draw up the decree (continued ſhe) dire, 
enforce it with every expreſſion of contempt for 
writer of this inſolent memorial. Þll ſhew hin 
regard I pay to his upbraidings ; and that I hold 
ſervices he values himſelf fo highly upon, to be al 
celled from the moment he dared to diſobey ny f 
reign will in any inſtance.” | 

Saying this, ſhe aroſe ; and, diſmiſſing the cou 
with a motion of her hand, retired ; her royal con 
not venturing to ſpeak a word. 
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II. 


A ready ſalve for a fore conſcience, wvith a pripo 
avard for piety. An unexpected diſappointment 
| greatneſs of ſoul in a ſtriking light. A day conc 
conſiſtently. | 


ROM council her majeſty went into her ( 
apartment, where ſhe met her confeſſor, who 
waiting for her. I ſent for you, father, (ſad! 
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0001 


event ofthis war not immediately anſwering my ef 
tations, I have conſented to a propoſal made to me, 
having my enemy taken off by poiſon : I have allogl 
orders to one of my generals, to march into the 
tories of thoſe ſtates who refuſed to join with me i 
war, and to burn and deftroy all before him, put 
man, woman, and child, to the ſword, to revenge 
diſreſpectful manner in which they refuſed to col 
with my demands, and ſtrike a terror into othe!s 
the future. Now, as I conclude that both theſe oi 
have been put in execution this morning, J ſent fot 
to receive abſolution.“ 


— 


(f 
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« The piety of your moſt ſacred majeſty (anſwered 
> ecclefiaſtic) is highly commendable, and deſerves 
e indulgence of the holy church in the moſt unlimited 
rec, Such things, to be ſure, are in general crimi- 
|; but particular circumſtances may change their na- 


& we 


nate) 
lence 
ecret; 


Aly, ire, The urgency of your majeſty's affairs requires 
for ſpatch, and your honour. muſt be vindicared. ,, Theſe 
him afderations are in themſelves of weight to authorize 
hold hat elſe ought to be avoided, But there is another 
e all aſon fill ſtronger, and which makes the actions that 
ay en the tenderneſs of your conſcience meritorious, in- 
tad of reprehenſible. Your enemy is an heretic, and 
e cdu ereſore out of the protection of all laws buman and di- 
al confine; and thoſe who refuſed to aſſiſt you againſt him, 
hough not formally heretics themſelves as yet, diſcover 
y that refuſal a kind of tendency that way, and ſhould 
| prevented by wholſome chaſtiſement; the firſt duty 
f all true ſons of the church being to extirpate he- 
ey.” | 
proper Having quieted her majeſty's conſcience by this pious 
ent IſtinCtion, he proceeded to the ceremony of giving her 
concly 


ſolution, which he performed with a ſolemnity and 
arade equally impious and ridiculous on ſuch an occa- 
jon, 


her When this important affair was finiſhed, addreſling 
, who s peritent with a look of joy, I have the hap wes 
(ad ad he) to congratulate your majeſty on the higheſt 
bear onour which can be obtained in this world. Our moſt - 
me, oly father, in token of his approba tion of your zeal for 
my ee glory of the church, has thought proper to grant 
to meu an addition to your titles, which gives you the pre- 
alſo pfWninence over all the potentates on earth; and has 


) the A leſed me with the office of impoſing it in his name, 


me u bene ver your majeſty pleaſes to appoint a time for the 
n, pu orious ceremonies which his wiſdom has inſtituted for 
-yenge lat purpoſe.” 35 

to Con 


* | have a juſt ſenſe of his holineſs's favour, (anſwer- 
(ſhe) and ſhall be glad to receive it in the proper man- 
er as ſoon as poſlible, as my whole ſoul is implicitly 
Kyoted to the ceremonies of our divine religion.“ 


F 4 | « To 
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« To- morrow then (ſaid he) will I perf 
_ cred office of this ſecond 8 and hs 
that ſhall be expreſſive of the regard you fo noh| he 
at this time for the advancement of the faith; of wh 
purpoſe I will go directly and give orders for . 
the great church with all the precious and coſtly ina | 
and relics of the ſaints and angels, who will look d 
with pleaſure to behold your majeſty raiſed to a der 


pg, an 
Ly, W. 
eaſt 3 
jent t 
han co 
ers, | 
er tha 


2 l ling 
of honour ſuperior even to their own. You will ple er 
to command all the great officers of your court to aten erea 
that nothing may be wanting to make the ceremyy The 
truly grand,” | r'prio 

| While her majeſly was preparing for this great aa (1210! 
my curiofity prompted me to ſee how her royal conſis di 
diſpoſed of his time. As ſoon as the council was bie 
up, in which he made the important fi-»re that h ch 2 
been related, he haſtened to his own particular apar ed t. 
ments, where, throwing off the mockery of royalty u el 
which he was encumbered, he fat down with ſome but 
his moſt intimate favourites, to drown the cares of alin: 


in wine. | | 
The converſation was ſuited to the occaſion. * F( 
my part (faid the ſovereign, filling his rummer) I bei 
not conceive what pleaſure thoſe people find in polit 
and wars, and ſuch like turbulent perplexing matter 
I never think of the former, that they do not make n 
head ake; though the truth is, her majeſty, for 
molt part, faves me that trouble. And then. for figh 
ing! I bleſs my ſtars J am no hero; nor, while | bs 
a bottle of ſuch wine as this before me, envy any ( 
them their laurels.” 6 
It would be happy for the world, (ſaid one « 
the company, while the ſovereign quaffed off his bun 
per) if all princes were of your majeſty's way of think 
ing. The pleaſures of life might then be enjoyed! 
peace and ſatisfaction.“ This turned the diſcou!l 
naturally on thoſe pleaſures, which they all talked one 
with the greateſt keenneſs, till it was time to go t0 th 
opera, where his majeſty ſeldom failed to ipend th 
evening. 
His royal conſort, elated at the thought of f 
mighty things which had been done for her that "2 
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| and of the ſacred honour ſhe was to receive next 
iy, went thither alſo, to indulge the happineſs of her 


be 


A tit Ho, 
belt; but happening in the courſe of the entertain- 
Whig ent to obſerve that her huſband looked with more 


an common earneſtneſs at one of the female perfor- 
ers, the gave orders to one of her officers to remove 
er that very night out of her dominions, without per- 
ting her huſband to ſee her, not bearing that any 
ther thould interfere with her in the only advantage 
ereaped from her marriage. | 

The ceremony of the next day exceeded all de- 
rption, Every inſtance of pomp, both ſecular and 
igious, which ſuperſtition and vanity could ſuggeſt, 
as diſplayed to make the farce complete, without 
regard to the danger of offending the Deity by 
ch an hypocritical proſtitution of rites appropri 
ed to his ſervice, and many of them appointed by 
imſelt. | x = 
But the joy of her moſt pions majeſty was ſoon 
mped. She had flattered herſelf, that the ſcheme 
7 poiſoning her enemy was laid ſo well, and com- 
ted into ſuch truſty hands as to be ſafe from diſ- 
pointment or detection. On this her confoſſor built 
ſtrongly, that he reſolved to promiſe ſome ſignal and 
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matter Wicecy inſtance of ſucceſs, as a divine ratification of 
rake mr new title. Accordingly, in the oration with which 
for t concluded the ceremony, he worked himſelf up in- 
or fz the appearance of prophetic enthuſiaſm, and ven- 
eh ed even to point out the death of her enemy, as if 
an) OG ininediate inſpiration, deſcribing his agonies in a 


eorical flouriſh, and attributing his fate to the hand 
Heaven, as a puniſhment for his rebellion againſt his 
ereign. „ N : 
The effect which this had upon the multitude is 
o be exprefſed. Prepared by their natural ſu- 
ſition to believe every thing their prieſts pleaſed to 
them, they looked for the inſtant accompliſhment 
is prediction with ſuch ſtrong faith, that, had the 
ed news arrived at that time, they would have 
ved it implicitly as a miracle; and moſt probably 
fallen down and worſhipped their ſovereign, in 
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whoſe favour it would have appeared to haye h. 
wrought. 

But unluckily for the poor prophet, juſt as he 
finiſhed his declamation, an account was received i 
the attempt upon the king's life had miſcarried, 2 
her moſt pious majeſty's privity to it been detected in 
plaineſt manner, ſo as to reflect an indelible difpr, 
upon her in the eyes of the world; and that ber! 
my, which was to have ravaged the territories of 
ſriends, had been repulſed rn great loſs, and by zb 
dy of ſuch inferior force as to look like the immeds 
interpoſition of Providence. The conſequence oft 
may be eaſily conceived. The preacher was aſh 
to ſhew his face : The glorious title was turned it 
Tidicule; and her majeſty was overwhelmed with 
ation at her diſappointment, 

As ſoon as ſhe had recovered herſelf a little, ſhe 
moned her council again on this important occaſ 
After long deliberation, it was at laſt concluded top 
up a conſiderable part of the territories of ſome of 
moſt faithful friends, to one of the powers confede 
with her in the war, to induce it to exert all its force 
oppreſs an enemy from whom they met ſuch unexpe 
reſiſtance ; for, to ſtrong was the hatred of her ſoul 
gainſt him, that ſhe would ruin herſelf rather than 
jhould eſcape ruin. As to the charge of being conce 
ed in the infamous and horrid ſcheme of poiſoning h 
ihe affected to treat it with contempt as a grounc 
ſlander, to which ſhe difdained to make any anſwer. 

But the ſanguine hopes ſhe built upon this abſurd 
pedient, which brought into her neighbourhood ar 
infinitely more dangerous than the one whom ſhe vt 
ed to deſtroy, were ſoon overthrown. Her exp't 
were ſcarce diſpatched, when ſhe received an acc 
of the death of her ally, upon whoſe aſſiſtance ſhe 
pended ; and from whoſe ſucceſſor ſhe had juſt rea 
to apprehend even worſe than the diſappointmen 
her hopes, as his avowed attachment to her ene 
engaged her in intrigues againſt his life alſo, 
he had diſcovered, and would now moſt probab]; 
his reſentment of, by turning his forces againſt bel 
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This event diſconcerted all her ſchemes, and ſhewed 
ter that the ruin of her enemy, which ſhe had purſued 


beim ſuch inveteracy, and flattered herſelf with the 
bought of being ſo near, was now removed farther off 
d, han ever, if not abſolutely out of her power to accom- 
4 in in. However the blind imptacability of her ſoul was 
vifpr t to be convinced. She reſolved to double all her ef- 
her "ts; ſhe ordered every ſubje& in her dominions to 


ike arms; and laſtly propoſed to the profeſſed enemies 
f her faith, to ſhare with her the conqueſt which they 
Lould aſſiſt her to make in a war, alledged to have been 
ndertaken on a religious motive, ſacrificing every obli- 
ation, human and divine, to an impotent deſire of re- 
enge; and thus concluded a day hallowed in the annals 
with ber reign, by the reception of her facred title. 

duch ſcenes were too ſhocking to be dwelt on. I re- 


, The bed to leave that court directly: and took the oppor- 
occalMMWoity of travelling with a courier whom her facred ma- 


ed to 
me of 
onfede 
its force 


ly ſent to one of her allies, that 1 might take a view 
bat part of his dominions in which he reſided at that 
he, and learn ſomething of the manners of the people 
th whom I was yet unacquainted. 


4 


Inexpe | 

her ſoul N 

zer than CHAP; BE 

g conce = 

ſoning We bappy effects of greatneſs ; with a new way of 
ground miſbing diſobedience, and making the moſt of poxver. 
anſwel. | 

; abſurd HE courier had ſcarce entered the territories of 


hood a1 the prince to whom he was ſent, when he was 


m ſhe wrd by a band of free-booters, who, without any re- 
ler cx)" to his character, dragged him away to their chief, 

an * ſs late when he fell into their hands; and as they 
ance the 


Iprowled to a confiderable diſtance from home, they 


d juſt re Cluded to ſtop at their own place of habitation till 
pointe ning, | | 

r enen lothing could equal the brutal behaviour of theſe 
alſo, g es, but their worſe than brutal inſolence, and the 
obadly n which they lived. They threw their captive 
ainkt b the corner of a hovel, in which the leader of the 


s delt, among their ſwine and cows ; the beſt 
= | = place 
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place in the hut, if any could be called by that tt | 
being reſerved for their horſes, who fared in every re 
pect better than their maſters; and then, deyoufin 
meſs of food which any human creatures, not immesWM,:: 
ately impelled by famine, would have turned from wir 
loathing, lay down to ſleep upon an heap of ſtray, 
mixed together, without any regard to decency or (i 
ference of ſex, where they ſnored till nex: mornins 
when they aroſe as ſoon as it was light, and licking y 
what their dogs had left of their over-night's fare, hy 
Tied theit captive away to their lord. 
When they arrived at his caſtle they met him going 
his ſtables, and, falling on their knees in the wet x 
mire with which the whole place was plentifully 
vered, informed him of their ſucceſs. The couris 
without waiting for his lordſhip's making them any! 
ply, addreſſed him boldly, and, telling what he an 
co:mplained heavily of the outrage he had fuffered, a 
demanded to be ſet immediately at liberty, to pur d 1 
his journey, as he was charged with diſpatches of iiMinti 
utmoſt importance to his ſovereign. The air of frr:d 
dom with which he ſpoke offended the pride of t 
mighty lord; but his dignity was ſtruck at by this WW Th 
word in a rianner that he did not think proper to be 
for he would not have his vaſſals even ſuſpect that He c. 
paid obedience to any power upon earth. . 
hence that ſlave, (ſaid he, withour deigning to loo tc 
him) and throw him into the dungeon. 'I chal 
him for his inſolence. My ſovereign ! A nobleman af. 
no ſovereign.” Then turning to his people, who | 
continued kneeling, © What more have you bro Tb. 
me? (ſaid he) | fent you word that J was going to 
tend the great convention of the ſtates, and wa 
money.“ obe 
Too this terrible ſpeech the principal of the gang 
ſwered, at they had no money themſelves, nor vl 
able to get any, though they had ſcoured the eg 
country in ſearch of it. Villains! dogs! (ech ec 
his lord, flying at the poor trembling wretch, and 0 
ing him unmercifully with his horfe-whip) Tel ner 
not that you have no money, You muſt find it or Wt 0 
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PI ſell yourſelves, your wives and children, for 


t title "Ou | 

Ty rel ies, Be gone; and either bring me money to mor- 
ring 4 morning, or every female in your families, III 
nnd ke you know that I will be obeyed.” 


m witl 
1W, 2 
or df 


The wretches went away without daring to expoſ- 
ate, while their potent lord ſtrutted off, ſwollen with 
ethought of having ſo many of hi, fellow creatures 


cine to bis pleaſure. 
king ls foon as he entered his caſtle, he ordered the cou- 


re, hu o be brought before him again; and having repri- 


nded him ſeverely for behaving with ſuch infolence 


going a perſon of his importance, diſnufſed him, now that 
wet owa vaſſals, into whom he meant to firike a terror, 
fully ere departed. Every thing about him was in charac- 


CoOurie 
1 any! 
he w: 


. His caftle, which his own people thought one 
the grandeſt palaces in the world, was a mean, in- 
mmodious, but indifferently ftrong place; the furni- 


red, Ae, ſome of it rich, but old, aukward, and ill ſuited, 
to pure woſt of the leſſer conveniencies of life utterly 
es of eating; and here was this petty tyrant ſerved with a 
r of fade and oftentation, which were a ſevere though 


le of | 
y this] 
r to be 


| ridicule upon the pomp and vanity of ſtate. 
There was ſomething ſo new to me in this ſcene, 
at | reſolved to purſue it farther. I therefore quitted 


I that e courier for the company of this nobleman, with 

ben | faw, I ſhould have an opportunity of travet- 
to looo the court, when he ſhould go to the convention 
cha 


the ſtates, in equipping his horſes, for which grand 
caſon he ſpent the reſt of the day; for on them was 
| his pride diſplayed. „ 5 

he next morning produced a fcene that was a diſ- 
ace to the human name. His wretched vaſſals, in 
edience to his dread commands, came with all their 
thers, filters, wiyes, and daughters, for he had 
ade no exception of age or infirmity, driven before 
em like a herd of cattle to the market They alſo 


eman 0 
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e gang 


„ nor M 


the est all their worldly ſubſtance, conffſting of the 
(ech ecded utenfils of their houſes, their implements of 
„ and e bandry, and their cattle. to give in the place of their 
) Tell en, if their lord would be graciouſly pleaſed to ac- 


1d it for WP: of the exchange, and let them ſtarve together. 
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The cries of the females, and the diſtreſs ante 
the faces of the men, (for they did not dare to comp 
are not tobe expreſſed; hut neither made any ing 
fion on their lord, whoſe noble heart was above they 
gar weakneſſes of humanity. * So! (fd he ſſe 
then you have dared to diſobey my commands, arg 
brought me the money?“ 

« Mighty lord! (anſwered an eccleſiaſtic, why 
ventured to come as their interceſſor) they have obe 
your commands as far as was in their power,; 
brought all their women; but money it was impoff 
for them to bring. The arm iss, which have mard 
ſo often through the country of late, have plunde 
them of every thing which they might ſell to raiſe g 
ney for your uſe ; nor do travellers venture to can: 
thing valuable with them in ſuch dangerdus times; 
that they cannot obtain any that way neither. H; 
compaſſion therefore on their diſtreſs, and tear 1 
from them their families, the only comfort whicht 
enjoy in life. They have brought all their poor | 
ſtance.” 
While the prieſt was making this pathetic addreſs, 
lord was viewing his property, and bargaining for th 
with ſome Jewith ſlave- merchants, whom he had fu 
moned on the occaſion, and who are always read) 
purchaſe ſuch unhappy creatures, to fell again to 
Turks. It is in vain for you to ſpeak (ſaid he, wi 
he had concluded his bargain). whatever I comma 
Mall be done; and ſince they have neglected to proj 
money, their women ſhall go. This will teach them 
be more diligent another time. They mind nothing 
but dallying with their wives; but they'll do bett 
when they are gone.” Saying this, he made a | 
nal to the Jews, who drew out the number they | 
bought, and, paying down their price, drove ! 
away, without the Jeaft regard to their cries and diſt 
at this violation of all the tendereſt ties of nature. 

The horror I felt at this abominable tyranny 1 
to be expreſſed ; nor the gratitude with which Joffe 
up my thanks to Heaven, for the ineftimable app 
of living in a country where I was ſecure ſrom ſuch 


Tages againſt the common rights of mankind. * 
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57 Pritons! (ſaid I to myſelf, in the overflowing of 
ear. did you but know your own happineſs; 


; mh u live under the protection of laws enatted by 
al rſelves; under the government of a prince who 
* ens his power only in acts of benevolence and 


* 
| and tue . 
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"I tural concluſion. 

plunde 3 * | * » 

raiſe HEN this important affair was finiſhed, the 


cam: 
times; 


r. HAS through which he travelled bore every-where the 

tear ee appearance with his own territories ; the vaſſals in 
zhick t molt abject ſlavery and wretchedneſs, and their ty- 
poor fs in ſlovenly profuſion, and aukward ſplendor. 
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>thing 0 ſuggeſt is taken, to prevent the animoſity inſepe- 
do dei e from difference of ſentiment, from breaking out 
hade 3 acts of violence, what muſt be expected from a 
- they ber of men like theſe, bred up in lawleſs inſolence 
rove e outrage, and gathering together without a rule to 
and det, or power to controul them, prepared to ſupport 
ature. ir own opinions by force when arguments ſhould 
anny | et them he never ſo extravagant and unjuſt ; 
ch! oe": ſay, muſt be expected from ſuch a meeting 
» happin tunul!, con;ufion, and flaughter ? | 
m ſucho als conſequence was ſo well known to their ſove- 
d. , that although they could not abrogate a cuſtom 

hap! : hallowed 


unt of an uncommon kind of council; with its na- 


nobleman ſet out for the convention of the 
tes, with a numerous and grand retinue. The coun- 


The convention to which the nobles were all at this 
e going, was one of the moſt glaring inſtances of 
Iman abſurdity. It was held in a large plain, where 
theſe petty tyrants met on horſe-back, armed, and 
the head of their vaſſals, under the ſpecious pretext 
deliberating on the public welfare; but how likely 
xy were to promote it is ſufficiently obvious: for if 
voice of reaſon is ſeldom heard with reſpect in the 
| regulated afſemblies, and among the moſt civilized 
ple, where every precaution which human prudence 
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hallowed by its antiquity, whoſe ſanction 100 olts 
makes abſurdity venerable, and which owed its rie! 


the moſt barbarous ignorance, they never would c, 


ſent to ſo dangerous and ineffectual an expedien; e 
cept in times of public calamity, when their licenty 
ſubjects extorted ſuch a conceſſion from them; fort 
right of convening them was entirely in the {overciy 
from whom the ſupreme power in its utmoſt lai 
was transferred to the collective body of the nobles th 
moment they met, and for the time of their contin 
ing together; which, however, was always limited 
one day, to obviate their abuſing their truſt, 
They affembled accordingly at ſun-riſe, and ſepat 
ing from their attendants, who ſtood around them} 


| ſome little diftance, waited for the arrival of their (oy 


reign, to explain to them in form the cauſe of his ſi 
moning them to meet. The time of their waiting y 
ſpent in forming cabals, fomenting their mutual di 
contents, and ſtimulating each other to fedition, 


_ agzravating every exertion of the royal authority un 


a breach of their privileges, and an encroachment 


the liberty of the public; in behalf of which they df 


claimed with as much vehemence as if they were n 
ſolved to baniſh tyranny from the face of the earl 
and reſtore all mankind to their original equality. 
At length the ſovereign appeared with a magnifcend 
almoſt exceeding imagination; but his looks ſhewe 
that grandeur often gilds unhappineſs. Advancing i 
to the midſt of the aſſembly, he opened the convenli 
with a moſt affecting ſpeech, in which he ſet forth! 
public diſtreſſes in the moſt lively and pathetic colou 
and deſired their aſſiſtance to remedy them, with! 
much condeſcenſion as was conſiſtent with the digi 
of his rank. | 
But it was far from their intention to comply Wl 
any thing he ſhould require: they ſcarce gave hin! 
berty to finiſh his ſpeech, when, throwing off all re 
pet and reſtraint, an hundred mouths opened upon | 
at once, accuſing him of being the cauſe of all" 
public calamities, -by the weak and pernicious mealuſ 
of his government ; and upbraiding him with yu 
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11 a deſign of overturning the liberties of his ſubjeQs? 
wich he had ſworn to maintain. 
The ſovereign, unable to prevent, and unwilling 
rear ſuch indignities, thought proper to retire, and 
ave them, to purſue their deliberations among them- 
hes, from which he had never expected any advan- 
e, though their clamours had obliged him to call 
em together. The event was what reaſon muſt eaſily 
reſee, All was tumult, riot, and confuſion. Every 
e ſpoke at once; and though in the main they all 
ended the ſame thing, which was to dethrone their 
reign, that they might act the ravages with impu- 
till another could be elected; their ungoverned 
at and impatience defeated their deſign, and made 
m fall into the ſnares of ſome who were bis friends, 
jo deſignedly raiſed a quarre] in which all took part; 
in their madneſs fell to fighting, they knew not 
what, nor cared with whom, without a poſſibility 
their being calmed to conclude upon any thing. 
er attendants, whom they brought to awe their ſo- 
eign. thinking it their duty to aſſiſt their lords, join- 
n the fray, which ſoon became more horrible than 
pitched battle, every one murdering his neighbour 
bout diſtinction of friend or foe, Night at length 
rated the ſurvivors, who, without ever enquiring 
It had been the cauſe of the quarrel, returned to 
reſpective homes, enflamed with the moſt virulent 
boſity againſt each other, which they wreaked with 
AT) {bat aggravated the public calamities a thouſand- 


be conſequence of this conſtant end of thoſe meet- 
and which only could induce the ſovereign to 
It to the hard expedient of permitting them, was, 
generally delivered him from a great part of his 
es, and diverting the rage of the reſt from him 
ume, left him at liberty to purſue his own mea- 
; with whatever friends he had been able to at- 
to him; for all their power ended with the day, 

wing no right to meet again without a new ſum- 
» Which ſuch an event gave him juſt reaſon to re- 


could they even be reconciled among themſelves 


Juire it. 


From 
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From this horrid ſcene þ went to court, with ons | 
thoſe who had firſt began the quarrel; and haying erſereren 
ped out of the danger, as ſoon as he had ſet them (cky even 
ther by the ears, naſtened, as ſoon as all was oe re 
| aa an account of the event to the miniſter. They would 80 

ure with which the latter received the ſhocking det — 
was painful ro humanity to behold. He made it he x the bel 
peated to him over and over, that he might not lof n be Tu 
minuteſt circumſtance, and then went with the peil Hy 
news to his maſter, | | jars hay 

The moment he came into his preſence, * | ct than) 
tulate your majeſty (ſaid he, with an air of ex 8 
on the event of the convention. It has concluded es b 
perly in a general broil, in which the greateſt pat oy your 
your enemies have met the fate they deſerved” 1 

High as the triumph of the miniſter was, he « ny H 
not communicate his joy to his maſter. © It isa 
laucholy caſe, anſwered the king, (with a deep dn 
figh) that a f:;vereign, who ought to be the father 
his people, and ſtudy only their happineſs, ſhould 
reaſon to hear ſuch an horrid account with pleaſu pſery of 

„ have often told your majeſty, (replied the i art 

ter) that this injudicious tenderneſs was the ru _ 
your affairs. Had you let your enemy be taken H © 
the manner I propoſed before the war broke ou. 
would have avoided all the misfortunes which youl 
experienced ſince. There is no being any thing 
halves. A great man is above the reſtraints which 
the prejudices of weake1 people.” "WP 
« Would to Heaven (returned the king) that I iN 7 
never aſpired to that wretched character. All the 1 3 
happineſs of life was in my poſſeſſion, and ] was N 
with a taſte to enjoy it; but I unhappily muiſtook 
part nature had deſigned me, and aſpiring at # 
could not be, fell from that which I was.” _ 
« Why will your majeſty (interrupred the m 3 
with an accent of the moſt engaging tendernels aud C 2 
miſſive expoſtulation) torture yourſelf with ter ee 2 * 
reflections? Every thing you have done was "ll . Sis 
beſt and greateſt deſigns: and if fortune bas , ig ; 
frowned upon your attempts, the fault lies not! fair ” 


nor ſhould you be diſcouraged by the wr tion ſoo 


whic 
reign, f 
ted ſenſſ 
Il my cu 
raters, | 
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erſererence conquers the greateſt. difficulties; and one 
icky event may yet put you in poſſeſſion of all your 
es. At any rate, it is beneath you to retreat now. 
would argue a dejection more diſgraceful than a thou- 
1d defeats. Reſume your ſpirits, therefore, and hope 
the beſt. You bave many reſources yet, before it 
u be neceſſary for you to ſubmit to the diſhonour of 
ceiving peace from your inſulting foe; a foe whoſe 
Firs have been often in a much more deſperate ſitua- 
an than yours, till his reſolution retrieved them.” 

« My dear baron! (anſwered the king, ſomewhat en- 
buraged by this ſpeech) 1 leave every thing to you. [I 
ow your attachment to my intereſt ; I know your 
lities, and confide in them. Do what you think beſt; 
d nay Heaven grant you ſucceſs.” | 


Me 


8 


CHAP. V. 


ery of fawvouritiſm. A remarka*le inſtance of the 
art of making the maſt of a misfortune. 


HERE was ſomething in the abſolute aſcendancy 
which this miniſter evidently poſſeſſed over his 
ſereign, ſo contradictory to the natural reaſon, and 
ited ſenſibility, which marked the looks of the latter, 
It my curioſity led me to take a view of both their 
"wh that I might ſee by what means it had been 
gained. | 
his prince was deſcending faſt into the vale of years. 
looked dejected, and melancholy had thrown over 
whole appearance a veil of liftleſsneſs and diffidence, 
oſe gloom obſcured the luſtre of his virtues. 
born to the ſovereignty of dominions on which nature 
beſtowed her bleſſings with a bounteous hand, the 
cares of his life had been exerted to improve them 
every aſſiſtance of induſtry and art. The ſucceſs 
eeded his moſt ſanguine hopes; encouraged by his 
es genius raiſed its head in his court, and every fine 
flouriſhed in the ſunſhine of his favour. 
fair a morning promiſed the brighteſt day; but 
"ton ſoon overcaſt its radiance, and he fo 
= | thoie 


5 
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thoſe ſolid advantages, to graſp at this crown, _ But the 
dazzling than his own to a ſuperficial view, but far le yond a 
rich in every real good, without being warned by al attac 
fate of his father, who had ſhip-wrecked his happind bis ma 
on the ſame rock. ject of 
Adorned with every virtue that dignifies hum ready 
he ſeemed deſigned by Heaven to make his people be ha 
py; but the exceſs even of theſe virtues produced Hl a na. 
contrary effect. He had contracted an intimacy ig confirm 
earlieſt yuth, when the tender mind receives the fr He had 
eſt impreſſions, with his preſent miniiter, who was pe pliſhec 
in an honourable employment about his perſon by os of the 
king his father. | | ion not 
The ſuperiority which a few years advance gire her fat] 
the beginning of life, generally imprints a re!pec n the o 
ficult to be got over ever after. This perſon was ble p, be de 
with every qualification which na: ure could beton, M's to tt 
improve the advainiages of his ſituation; nor vai onen 
addreſs and care to exert them in their utmoſt , natu 
He ſoon attached the infant fondneſs of his young n{Mcould ne 
ter by every pleaſing art, and, as his reaſon began too pl 
expand itſelf. attracted the reſpect of that allo, ned ch 
playing his own ſuperiority in the moſt flriking thou e tot 
delicate light. ce repe 
The talents and diſpoſition of the prince were MM the al 
as, in the general ſenſe of the world, denominated hin eur uh. 
ther good than great; whereas thoſe of his favourite he mar 
the contrary, were all of the other kind, and calcult ls, ope 
to make a noiſe and figure in the higheſt ſcenes of in a p 
Ina good mind friendſhip often ariſes from the ecular d 
cauſe which would have produced envy in one of ig to? 
ferent caſt. The prince admired the qualities v ſuch 
was Conſcious he wanted himſelf ; and as they welt g poſſ- 
ver oftentatiouſly ſhewn in oppoſition to him, {0000 he was 
ceived the ſtrongeſt eſteem for their owner, and ef ſuch th 
to reap the benefit of them by attaching him to H reſped 
tereſt The other, who ſoon ſaw the ſucceſs 0 Mlicacy | 
hopes, owitted nothing that could poſſibly nMWubcye | 
the influence he had acquired. He ſtudied eve!) yVould i 
of his iemper, and read his inclinations as {oo Di of hi 
they aroſe ; ſo that he was able to anticipate hs ed the c 
wiſhes. 
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But the principal thing that eſtabliſhed his aſcendancy 
yond a poſſibility of being ſupplanted, was the per- 
al attachment, which he ſhewed upon every occaſion 
bis maſter, whoſe pleaſure appeared to be the only 
ject of his attention and regard ; and to which he 
is ready to ſacrifice the ſtrongeſt ties of nature. Of 
b he had the good fortune to give an early inſtance of 
h a nature, as made reaſon and paſſion equally join 
confirm his empire over the prince's heart. 
He had fallen in love with a moſt beautiful and ac- 
mpliſhed young lady, heireſs to one of the richeſt no- 
of the kingdom, and was ſo happy as to have his 
jon not only returned by her, but alfo approved of 
her father. | 
In the overflowing of his heart, on this joyful occa- 
, be deſcribed his intended bride in ſuch rapturous 
ns (0 the prince, that he raiſed his curioſity io ſee 
, when her charms made ſuch an impreſſion upon his 
rt, naturally ſuſceptible of every warm ſenſation, that 
could not refrain from gazing at her with an earneſt- 
5 100 plain to be miſunderſtood, though reſpect re- 
ned chem from ſeeming to take notice of it. Inat- 
ive to the conſequence of ſuch an indulgence, the 
ce repeated his viſits fo frequently, that the lovers 
k the alarm, and ſhe feigned ſickneſs, to waive an 
jour which began to give them pain. 
he manner in which he informed the prince of her 
ls, opened his eyes to the nature of it. He took the 
in a proper light ; and, as he had never had any 
cular deſign in viſiting her, found no difficulty in re- 
Ing to go po more. But it was eaſier to form than 
p ſuch a reſolution, Her beauty had taken too 
ig poſſeſſion of his heart to be ſo eaſily expelled, 
E . actually in love, without having ſuſpected 
uch thin | 
s reſpect had made the favourite conceal his fears, 
Elcacy kept the prince in ſilence alſo. He reſolved 
ubdue his paſſion, however difficult the attempt ; 
Would ſeem to underſtand a ſuſpicioo that implied a 
pi ot his generoſity. But his behaviour ſoon be- 
ed the conflict in his breaſt, He grew melancholy, 
ſought 


his 
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ſought retirement, and particularly avoided the cin 


pary of his favourite, whoſe happineſs, though | n the g 
would not obſtruct, he could not think of with dear ba 
ain. not, wi 

The other immediately perceived the criticalneß The 


his ſituation, and was in the higheſt diſtreſs how u er; an 
between love and ambition; for he too plainly fawt ke adva 
one muſt be ſacrificed, to ſecure the other. While! beſe w 
was in this ſuſpence, an unexpected event decided i the be 
difficulty. and h 
The king, whoſe age had not cooled his paſſion, E Pearin 
pened one day to ſpeak warmly in praiſe of the uber re. 
lady's beauty; her lover, who was preſent. was fufft Iued all 
ently acquainted with his temper, to ſee the conſequen Pplance. 
of this. He knew that he had been all his life aq 
feſſed votary of love, and had never ſtopped at 
thing, however unjuſtifiable, to grati'y his deſires. C 
vinced, therefcre, that he muſt inevitably loſe his 
treſs, his ready genius ſuggeſted it to him to diſpoſe 1. 
her in ſuch a manner as ſhould turn the loſs to his enim 
vantage, He inſtantly waited upon the prince, a 
throwing himſelf at his feet, with an air of the UI thi 
paſſionate and reſpectful tenderneſs, What (fade taking. 
the cauſe of this glzom which hangs upon my pin ents, bu 
brow ? What uneaſineſs preys upon his heart, vi ray 1c 
he conceals from his faithful and devoted ſervant ! our an 
I conjure you, is there any remedy in my power io ding h 
cure? If my life, if any thing dearer than my life, nd fo « 
give you but a moment's pleaſure, ſpeak, and you  diſcou! 
{ee that I hold nothing in competition with it.” wn love 
The prince was ſo ſtruck with this unexpected 0 high as 
dreſs, that he had no power to make any anſwer; ber; th 
his filence ſufficiently expreſſed what the other wall 3 
« It is fo, (continued he, embracing his knees! ore, dis 
well-feigned rapture) my anxious heart divined 20g q an air 
the charms of Louiſa have attracted your regard. h wha 
her; and may you both be happy. I reſign ber 3 fr 
worthier lover. Let what will be my fate, my bog 
neſs ſhall never interfere with yours“ 4 W. 
It is impoſſible to expreſs what the prince f bat 


ſuch an exalted inſtance of regard. He rail 1 hh 


"7 right 
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n the ground, and embracing him tenderly, ** No, 
Jar baron! (ſaid he, as foon as he could ſpeak) I 
ot, will not put your attachment to ſuch a ſevere 
The very offer you have made is a pain to me 
ar; and | were the moſt ungenerous of men, ſhould 
ke advantage of it. 

hoſe words, but a few hours before, would have 
e the baron happy; but circumſtances were altered 
and he was reſolved to complete the obligation, 
ppearing to beſtow what he could not keep. He 
Fefore repeated his offer ſo firongly, that he at length 
jved all the prince's ſcruples, and brought him to a 
pliance which his heart panted for, 


— — — — * - R 


CHAS. YE 


mmued, A mirrour for the female mind. Fear and 
reſentment triumphant &ver love and virtue. 


UT this was much the eafieſt part of his under- 
taking. The prince's inclinations aſſiſted his ar- 
nts, but his miſtreſs's were on the oppoſite ſide. 
really loved him, and had beſide ſo high a ſenſe 
onour and virtue, that it ſeemed in vain to attempt 
pading her to take a ſtep ſo contrary to her princi- 
and ſo deſtructiye to her paſſion. But he was not 
diſcouraged by difficulties He had conquered 
dn love, and his opinion of female conſtancy was 
0 high as to make him deſpair of the ſame ſucceſs 
der; though he judged that ſome addreſs might 


fore, directly, when he left the prince, and put- 
on an air of the deepeſt diſtreſs, on her inquiring 
ey what ailed him, burſt into a flood of tears, 


: thought of loſing her aſſiſting his deſign. 
uck with fuch ſtrange behaviour, ſhe eagerly aſk- 
lt what could be che matter? when looking wiſh- 
in her face for ſome moments, O Louiſa! (ſaid 
uſt I loſe you? Why have I not power to fup- 
0) right againſt the lawleſs invaſions of tyranny 3” 
| TT. - Good 


cefſary to. ſave appearances. He went to her, | 


lurned from her; the regret which he really felt 


———— — — — 
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Good Heaven ! (exclaimed ſhe, terrified and any ben h 
what can, you mean? What tyrant invades your iu. hie 
Or who ſhould take me from you?“ 8 danger 

„And have you no! heard of it then? (fd g, whc 
Has not the mandate yet arrived, that is to tex MP fond 
for ever from my arms? Give orders to be dene eb was 
every one, even to the king. Let them ſay you 2b an! 
confined to your bed, or any thing, to prevent Me vay 
being ſeen. I muſt Jeave you now; but | will en ut 
privately, in half an hour, when it will be dark, WW": but 
unfold the whole of our misfortunes to you.” -. his 
ing this, he left her abruptly, with all the appeal © na 
of diſtraction and deſpair. he tho1 

The aſtoniſhment and terror with which this (nM ne fr 
the lady, may be eaſily conceived. She inſtantly g e mean 
the orders he deſired, and withdrew to her chu The 
where ſhe waited for his return, with the moſt aue can f 
impateince. At length he came; and, being acmit Why. 
with every alarming circumſtance of caution and ted ſhe 
after ſome moſt paſſionate exclamations at the ſere thing.” 
of his fate he acquainted her of the king's having WM Sy r 
happily taken a liking to her; the conſequence of wi do it.“ 
was, that he would certainly enjoy her either by 7 
ſuaſion or force. 0 

The char acter of the king made ſuch a for WR that 
probable, eſpecially as a woman wants but little pr clore, 
of the power of her beauty. She ſeemed aſtcnighn< ein 
at the news, and expreſſed the ſtrongeſt concern; WF” ane 
vanity gliſtened through her grief, and the many f that 
particular queſtions which ſhe aſked betrayed ak areh's 
at leaſt, Which | efſened her in her lover's eyes. bis mor 

As ſoon as ſhe had recovered herſelf, however, | wo} 
the firit emvtions of her ſurprize, ſhe aſked if there! ther m 
no way oi eſcaping ſuch a misfortune? and eve th 
poſed an immediate marriage, to prevent it; butk l, cat 
plied, that ſuch a raſh expedient would only pron fly tl 
the king's reſentment to his ruin, without being t, tha 
protection to her, as he had ſhewed, on many occal | 
that he made light even of that ſacred tie, whe! 
terfered with his pleaſures. 


re wit 
de his 
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ben he had let her dwell upon her fears for ſome 
e, which he ſtill heightened by new circumſtances 
danger, from the capricious and cruel temper of the 
b whoſe fatal effects. the objects he was one mo- 
t ſondeſt of often felt the next, the leaſt violent of 
ch was to be immured for life in a convent, he at 
ah anſwered to her repeated intreaties of deviſing 
e way for her to eſcape ſuch a misfortune, that he 
w but of one which would prevent the king's de- 
s; but at the ſame time would be equally deſtruc- 
$ to his own hopes. | 19 

O name it! (faid ſhe eagerly, terrified to death 
he thought of a convent) Name any thing that will 
> me from him; and Heaven will inſpire us with 
e means for acquiring every thing elſe afterwards.” 
The prince (anſwered he with a ſigh) the prince 
e can fave you from him.” : 
Why do you heſitate then to apply to him? (inter- 
ted ſhe eagerly) his friendſhip, his goodneſs will do 


thing.” 


day rather his love ; (replied he) for that alone 


do It,” | 

His love! I underſtand you not.” | 

Nothing but the love of the ſon can fave you 
n that of the father. You muſt inſtantly reſolve, 
efore, which you will accept of. The king waſtes 
me in courtſhip. He will apply directly to your 
er, and tempt. his ambition with ſome gilded bait 
if that ſhould not prevail, what ſubject can reſiſt a 
arch's power? The miniſters of his pleaſures may 
his moment at the gate.” | 

Direct me, Heaven! Is there no other way, 
ther method of avoiding this dreadful alternative? 
le, the prince — he has never declared. What 
I, can I do? No! I will die firſt. Let us this in- 
ly this hated place. I: were better to live in a 
ſt, than under ſubjection to ſuch tyranny.” 

* O my Louiſa! It were happineſs to live any 
re with you; but, alas! whither could we fly to 
Pe bis power? We ſhould only heap tenfold ruin 


ur heads by ſuch an attempt. No! ſince I cannot 
vL, II. G | be 


„ _ 
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be bleſſed with you myſelf, let me conſult your haypi 


* 


neſs. The prince loves you, paſſionately loves n 2f1! 
His eyes, his whole behaviour, has long fince deci, le baro 
it, He is generous, tender, and conſtant; and vi gement 
him 1 ſhall at leaſt have the conſolation of ſeeing yoyiiſpoſible | 
happy: conſider the difference between being dragpet u thou] 
away by violence, to the loathſome bed of an old impe Ice 3 ane 
rious tyrant, . the. beſt releaſe to be expected from whic|iizned t! 
is to be. Jocked.up for ever in a convent; and yielding of 
a young. and amiable prince, whoſe heart doats on you; 
—— Then ſeeing that her reſolution began to u. 
ver, I will go (continued he) this inſtant, and refon 
my pretenfions.to him; and make him believe tha | 
facrifice to his favour what is the effect of irreſſtah of fe 
neceſſity ; for he-knows not of his father's intentions idicule. 
Do you, O. Louiſa! imitate my example, and, appear natura, 
ing ignorant of our misforiune, yield as if from incling 
tion. It will enhance the favour, and eftablith his E fir 
on. the ſolid baſis of eſteem. I'll go this inſtant a power 
ſend him to you. A moment's pauſe for thought woe miniſt 
lead me into madneſs and deſpair. Take care to be de to a ſte 
nied to every one but him.? | gence o 
The ſituation in which he left her is hard to be eo decr 
ſcribed. Her love for the baron, her principles of his v. 
nour and virtue, all reſiſted the complying with tha which 
prince; but, on the oppoſite hand, there was no othenfſMWniavou 
way of eſcaping from his father; and the baron's natſWot mar 
ing the propofal raiſed a reſentment that almoſt be ung ki 
lanced her paſſion for him; for ſhe would have had hut wit 
meet ruin rather than think of parting with her. ber, wi 
In this diſtreſs, ſhe formed a thouſand different rev in the 
lutions; but was ſtill unreſolved till the arrival of th ling 
prince decided the conflict; when the reluctance winiund it i 
which ſhe. yielded confirmed him in the opinion of I the « 
love for the baron, and conſequently of the great body,, 
of the ſacrifice.he had made to him, to prevent Mat t 
leſſening the merit of which, by a diſcovery of the noiſy "ld | 
tive, the latter took care to make the prince's aus a to 
iwmediately public; which prevented the. king's t2=ny'e tne 


any farther notice of her. | An 
| h ES Ta aſter, 


COurt 
face of 
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is affair, which in the beginning threatened to 
the baron in the prince's favour, by this prudent 
vement ſecured it to him for ever. He thought 
ofible that a man, who had made ſuch a ſacrifice 
4 ſhould not be as faithful to his intereſt in every 
ce: and the king, his father, ſoon after dying, 
ſgned the reins of government abſolutely into his 


ds 


8 


CHAP. VI. 


y of ſavouritiſm concluded. The neceſſary effefs 
idicule. Miniſterial uſe of unlimited power 3 with 
natural conſequence of ill-placed confidence. 


HE firſt uſe which the new miniſter made of his 
power was to traverſe the meaſures, and remove 
e miniſters of the late king. To reconcile his 
to a ſtep ſo contrary to the natural mildneſs and 
dence of his temper, he had long taken every oc- 
to decry the underſtanding of the late king, and 
I his ways into ridicule. Every man has peculi- 
which will not bear to be ſhewn ſeparately, and 
nfayourable light. Not conſidering that he was 
of many, equally inconſiſtent, and reprehenſible, 
ung king had inſenfibly accuſtomed himſelf to 
ut with, and deride the oddities and foibles of 
ber, which his favourite was never weary of diſ- 
in the moſt ludicrous light. | 
ting of ridicule is always poiſoned. Though 
und it marks is at firſt ſo ſlight as even to be over- 
the deadly venom ſoon ſpreads through the 
body, and infects the moſt diſtant parts. From 
g at the late king's foibles, the tranſition was 
hold his moſt ſerious meaſures in contempt. He 
bs a fool in one thing, could not be wiſe in any; 
le tae ſervants, who could proſtitute themſelves 
4 miniſter to his folly, worthy of truſt from a 
alter, FE. | 
court immediately aſſumed a new appearance. 
ice of honour and profit was filled with the mi- 
G2 nifter's 
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niſter's creatures; while the king, who ſaw only wi 
his favourite's eyes, looked ſo coldly on all who d 
dained to enter themſelves into that 1gncminions || 
that they forbore coming into his preſence, where th, 
were ſure of being inſulted by thoſe whom but « Hat rea 
before they would have ſcorned even to ſpeak to; x fven fi 
left him invironed with.a mercenary band, jcined is cities 
their common intereſt in a confederacy, to keep H eaded { 
Nour, truth, and juſtice at a diſtance from the thror 
In the mean time, the miniſter was not at a lo hc 
to maintain the influence he had acquired. He 1, ortunes, 
tered the king's taſte for pleaſure and magnifcen ſuze. « 
and diverted his attention from every thing that hs jutt 1 
like. buſineſs ; embarraſſing with innumerable diffcy ebellion 
ties every motion which he did not immediately ſupra midit a. 
himſelf ; while he contrived ſo, as that all his r his f. 
ſchemes. met the readieſt ſucceſs. en 
The importance which this management gave bnd mad. 
with al prince naturally indolent and voluptuous, is e hou! 
vious, Sure to be gratified in every thing he e e bad eb 
he thought himſelf happy in having one upon become 
he could ſo entirely depend, to eaſe him of the c e opene 
and fatigues of government. Not that his mini om ſuc; 
preſumed to obtrude his opinions directly, or ſeem Wiermen: 
dictate to his maſter ; on the-contrary, he infinuated © Un! 
ſentiments with ſuch delicacy and addreſs, that . ſo gro 
king miſtook them for his own, and imagined he worte 
verned the man who directed his very thoughts. et wen h 
But this happineſs was far from being ſolid. TI yes, nor 
affections of the nobles, who were the real ornamenMicir mer 
and ſupport of the throne, were alicnated from u (et of 
ſovereign, by a partiality equally injudicious and nin : 
graceful ; and the people, who faw the taxes ul om his 
which they groaned, and which were more than 0 was 
were able to bear, laviſhed upon an inſolent feu the a. 
and his greedy followers, ſwelled with diſcontent Majeſty | 
indignation, which threatened to burſt in a ſtorm! Dtunate 
ſhould ſhake the throne ; while the miniſter, as Spain 
was impatient for his fate, lived in a magnificence Fealth a 
exceeded even that of his ſovereign, and was an ll 
to their miſery. | \ 
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Nor did he ſtop here. Scorning to have the effects 
his power confined within his - maſter's dominions, 
e madly involved himſelf in the intrigues of the neigh- 
ouring princes, and entered unprepared inte a war 
1 which he had no concern. The confequence was 
that reaſon might have foreſeen, - His ſovereign was 
ren from his capital, his country was laid ' waſte, 
is cities plundered, his palaces, on which he had ex- 
ended ſo much care and coſt, ſpoiled of all their mag- 
Fence and riches, and his ſubjects compelled to ſerve 
the armies of his enemies; and to compleat his mis- 
Wortunes, his reception from thoſe to whom he fled for 
fuze, cold and inſolent to ſuch a degree as gave kim 
00 juſt reaſon to apprehend their proceeding to actual 
ebellion, and tearing the crown from his head. Yet 
mid{t all this ruin, though evidently the conſequence 
pf his ſavourite's counſels, the latter ſtill preſerved his 
cendency by the ſame flattery which firſt acquired it, 
1d made him perſiſt in his wild ſchemes,” chufing that 
e ſhould plunge into the gulph to the brink. of which 
e had. brought him, rather than enter into meaſures of 
ccommodation, in the courſe of which his eyes might 
& opened, and his indignation raiſed to deliver himſelf 
tom ſuci a ſtate of ſlavery, and take the reins of go- 
ernment out of ſuch unworthy hands. 
Unhappy is the people (ſaid Ito myſelf, ſhocked 
to groſs an infatuation) -whoſe king is governed by a 
youre! Unhappy is the king who lets another ſtand 
jewen him and his people; who ſees not wich his own 
hes, nor is able to redreſs their grievances, and reward 
heir merits from his own experience; but, beſieged by 
ſet of ſycyphants whoſe aim is to deceive him, is 
ept in a ſtare of darkneſs and deluſion, till he is awoke 
om his dream of happineſs by the ſtroke of ruin.“ 
| was diverted from theſe reflections by the entrance 
f the miniſter to his ſovereign. ** I congratulate your 
eſly (faid he, with an air of exultation) on the moſt 
unate event that could have happened. The king 
| Spain has at length declared for our allies. The 
ealth and power of that mighty kingdom will over- 
0 whelm 
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whelm thoſe haughty Iflanders, and oblige them 


withold the aſſiſtance which has hitherto ſupporteg Such 
enemy; fo that you are now delivered fron, h 10 longe 
graceful neceſſity of accepting terms from him” mortutyt 
Is it poflible (anſwered the king) that he en OW 
been prevailed upon 'to break a neutrality which 
been ſo advantageous to him? Who has been ab 
make him take ſuch a ſtep ? Or what motives can! | 
urged him to intrude himfelf, as I may ſay, into ae ſce 
in which he may loſe much, and can gain nothing Wi £'*#! 
* The motives, replied the miniſter, which fie lerlai. 
influence every ſovereign. A generous indignation 
ſee the different branches of his own ſamily oppreſ F 
and a prudent care to ſtop the progreſs of their e ; 
mies in time, before their power ſhould become ſo g fuch ar 
as to be dangerous to all their neighbours, Alli pſt is 
go now as we wiſh. Your majefty's enemies wil 3 
humbled in the duſt; and ycu will return to your ca | L ha 
tal in triumph, ftrengthened by your victorious A latisf 
to ſubdue this rebellious kingdom allo, and makeitl througt 
reditary in your family. Will your majefly honour thoſe a 
with your preſence this evening, at an entertain 15 Sp. 
which I deſign on this happy occaſion. I have fon I might 
thing to ſhew you that will give you pleaſure, i the | 
painter and ſtatuary whom I ſent to Italy are return their g. 
and have brought ſome of the moſt curious and val The 
ble remains of antiquity in their ſeveral arts. M te 2? 
is one in particular moſt remarkably fine. It is a ſtat people | 
of good fortune, dedicated by Marius on his lat bur the 
umphant return to Rome, from. whence he had b. Ss 


driven by his enemies. I was juft loc king at it vi 
this account from Spain arrived, and own thatly 
affected with ſo ſtriking a circumſtance.” 

« wiſh it may prove an happy omen; (anſut 
the king, ſame what elated at the news, and ſtill ni 
| Pleaſed with the account of the arrival of the pal 
and ſtatuary) but we muſt hope the beſt. Whit 
it o'clock? I'll go directly. I have a mind to ſee |! 
new acquiſition, and aſk thoſe people ſome quelit 
about Herculaneum,” | | 

(ly 
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duch an infatuation was too groſs. I could bear it 
10 longer; but turned away, ſick at heart, from the 


mortifying ſight. 


— 


CHAP. VIII. 


he ſcene changed. A national character. Another 
great man. Curious account of an inn, with an en- 
tertainment of political puffs. 


HE motives which the miniſter had alledged for 

the king of Spain's entering into the war, wore 
ſuch an appearance of plauſibility, that I reſolved to 
viſit his court, that I might ſee if all his meaſures were 
conducted with equal prudence and ſpirit. | 

| had ſeen: enough of the country in which I was, 
to ſatisfy my curioſity; nor did I defire to travel again 
through the ſcenes of military glory, exhibited by 
thoſe around it. I therefore wiſhed myſelf directly 
into Spain, but at more diſtance from the court, that 
I might have an opportunity of obſerving the manners 
of the people, which, I apprehended, ſeldom appear in 
their genuine colours there. 

The firſt thing that ſtruck me, on my arrival, was 
the poverty in which the middle and lower ranks of the 
people lived. The real wants of nature are very few; 
but the conveniencies which human ingenuity has diſ- 
corered to make life more agreeable, (1 ſpeak not of 
the vitiated: cravings of luxury). and which cuſtom has 
made almoſt. indifpenfible, comprehend a wider circle. 
Of theſe they were in a manner as utterly deſtitute, as 
4 they were-incapable of the-arts which could procure- 
them. 3 | 

The compaſſion, which ſuch a ſtate of wretchedneſs 
muſt naturally raiſe, was ſoon turned into contempt, 
when ii appeared to proceed- wholly from themſelves. 

he face of the country ſhewed that nature had moſt 
unply done her part to make the inhabitants happy; 
put every aſſiſtance of their own was wanting: and af- 
er a long and profound peace, the defects of idleneſs 

| G 4 camualled 
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equalled the ravages of war in other countti 
lands were uncultivated, the cities in Ni 
people wretched. Vet, amid all this, a pride — 
to themſelves appeared in every word and den 
made their miſery ridiculous; but then at the J 
time 1t alſo enabled them to bear it, by divert] 1 
attention from their diſtreſſes to their hag, 7 
tance. They looked upon themſelves as ff pee 
reft of mankind; and in confequence of this oo 
ſubmitted without repining to the ſevereſt cl 


the reſt 
here, an 
be at leis 
« At | 
ij not this 
half nake 
What, 
rolling if 
beſide yo 


ther than debaſe their. digni 10 
induſtry or art. heir dignity by the exerciſe of u nd Nha 
While | was making theſe remarks, ] happened e? I ſur 
take notice of two men, from whoſe converſation jo you!“ 
learned that they were going to court. They we « Byr 
Frenchmen, and by their equipage and dreſs ol 1 
to be perſons of diſtinction: but I directly ſaw ind ano. 
their diſguiſe, that they were eccleſiaſtics of the * * It s 
of the Jefuits, who ' concealed their character for ill put 3 
fpecial purpoſe, My opinion of thoſe religious nai” into! 
me attach myſelf to them without heſitation, a th Tbe tr 
beſt guides I could poſſibly have. : after, tf 
When I joined them, they were entering the yard jd atten 
an inn to which they had been directed as the det H ülted 
the town. At the door of it ſat a man who appear” the: \ 
to be in the vigour of life, healthy, ſtrong, and forme onventer 
for any kind of exercife or labour. Thongh the & ery ſid: 
was uncommonly hot, he was wrapped cloſe in h lkely to 
cloak, with one leg thrown careleſsly over the othe When 
knee, and his elbow reſted on a heap of ſtones, wii heir hot! 
ſeemed to have been piled up as a buttreſs, to ſupp." 
the wall of the houſe, while he lolled back, loſt hM ng, 
contemplation of his own conſequence. ' plenti 
As the travellers advanced to the door, one of the will in 
ſervants called aloud. The Don, without deigning if matter 
move a limb. or diſcompoſe the gravity of a ſingee fe 3 {ol 
ture, having eyed him for ſome time, vouchſafed to! . what 
him what he wanted. We want (anſwered te eld ' kindle 
of the two gentlemen) ſome body to take our  horks mined 
and ſhew us into the houſe” ? | 8 5 
VV nder is the ſtable (replied the Spaniard, poln 3 
pon 


ing to an hovel half of which was tumbled down, an 
2 ö : ih 
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ite reſt ready to follow) you may put your horſes 
vere, and by that time the people of the houſe may 
de at leiſure to come to you.“ 
« At leiſure! (returned the gentleman impatiently) 
> not this an inn!” Then calling again, an old woman 
If naked came out, and going to take his horſe; 
„ What, woman, continued he, vexed at being kept 
rolling ſo long in the heat) is there no other ſervant 
beſide you? Where is the maſter of the houfe?” _ 
« Here I am (anſwered the don, rifing deliberately 
Wd adjuſting his whiſkers) what is your buſineſs with 
e! I ſuppoſe you do not expect that I ſhould wait up- 
n YOU 8 | | 
i By no means, fir, (ſaid the other, who did not de- 
re any altercation with ſuch an adverſary ;) I only 
rant to have ſome of your ſervants called“ 
« It is very well; (anſwered the hoſt) the woman 
| put your horſes in the ſtable ; and you may follow 
e into the houſe.” | 
The travellers, who directly ſaw into their hoſt's cha- 
ater, thought proper to accept his polite invitation; 
Ind attended him into a room, the furniture of which 
onſiſted. of two or three broken ſtools and an old table; 
hut the very wretchedneſs of it proved at this time a 
onvenience z the cracks in the walls drawing an air on 
very ſide, that was the beſt refreſhment they ſeemed 
lkely to find in ſuch a place. „„ | 
When they were ſeated, the gentlemen turned ta 
heir hott, who had not waited for an invitation to fit 
lown with them, and aſked him what they could have 
or dinner.“ Sir, (anſwered the other) the houk is 
' plentifully provided with every thing, as my wife 
will inform you when ſhe comes; I mind not theſe 
matters.“ Then ſtroaking down his whiſkers, with 
reat ſolemnity, “ Pray, gentlemen (continued he) 
hat news is there? 1 hear the wrath of the king is 
* kindled azainſt the Engliſh; and that he is deter- 
' mined to extirpate their whole nation: It is a glori- 
' Ons reſolution, and worthy of his power and magna- 
nimity. [ only wonder, why he has ſuffered them 
Upon the earth fo long.“ 
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As he ſaid this, the miſtreſs of the houſe entered 
and after the cuſtomary cant of being exhauſted 1y 
extraordinary run of company of late, confeſſed th, 
all her houſe afforded was ſome bacon and eggs. « Pyr 
« (ſaid ſhe) this unlucky war has ruined us all. We 
* uſed to have fich fit to entertain an abbot, and fou 
« that made bread white enouzh four the king's table 
« but now we have nothing at all They Pretend 

indeed to comfort us, with leave from the pope 1 
eat fl-ih ; but they do not tell us where we fal 
«« get it. I with thoſe who adviſed his majeſty to thi 
„ war, may be the firſt who periſh in it.“ 

„Silence, woman, and mind your own affan 
« (interrupted the huſband, with a tone of authoriy] 

how ſhould you know any thing of peace or wa 


town, th 
character 
who app! 
at the W. 
illeneſs. 


«c 


t 
Leave thoſe matters to us, who underſtand then er ade 
His wife obeyed the ſovereign mandate without ed { 
reply, and retired; when he, ſwelling with dau hott. 
importance {rom ſuch a triumph, When we be wil 
« ſubdued theſe Engliſh (continued he, addreſſing hu (are 
* ſel: to his gueſts) we ſhall be better ſupplied u low 
*« thoſe things, and many others than ever. Te men 
will be obliged to bring them to us as tribute, nM mak 
for ſale; and to perform for us all the ſervile oe the 
of trade, which it would be a diſhonour to a Spaniard « f. 
„to defile his hands with. Our flaves in America leſs 
« work better than when they had their liberty. he for 
« fide, bey ar heretics; and it 1s a fin, as well 1 © 
« diſgrace, /to be at peace with ſuch, Our curate „ Jong 
«© preached us an excellent ſermon to this effect, , be; 
Sunday; when, among other things, he told ac 
«© that all the catholic powers had at length agreed u yan 
join and root them out. It is a glorious and plot 0 
« undertaking. Since the holy wars there has been 10%“ the 
« thing like it.“ inc 
As their ſumptuous fare required not much time u ey, 
preparation, the entrance of it interrupted this ng (y{ 
vanimous politician here, at which he ſeemed not b ex 
ter pleaſed than the travellers were with their cn ys ſta 
tainment, | tei 


While they were refreſhing themſelves as wel . 0 
they could, I took the opportunity of going to " 1 
5 5 e | | oy 


| 
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bun, the inhabitants of which I found moſt exactly 
characterized by the innkeeper and his wife ; all thoſe 
who applied to any kind of induſtry repining, like her, 
it the war; and the drones of ſociety, who ſtarve in 
ileneſs, vapouring with him of conquelt and glory. 


| 
I 


CHAP. IX. 


Wheels within wheels. Certain great tranſactions de- 
duced from unſuſpected cauſes ; with the advantage 
of having two ſtrings to a bow, 


$ ſoon as the heat of the day was abated, the 
travellers continued their journey; when the el- 
der addreſſing himſelf. io his companion, © You ſeem- 
ed ſurpriſed (ſaid he). at the odd compoſition of our 
„ hoſt ; but a little acquaintance with theſe people 
„will make it familiar to you:. Pride and poverty 
are the characteriſties of this nation, not only in his 
* low ſphere, but alſo in the very policy and govern- 
% ment of it, in which they maintain a flruggle that 
„ makes them juſtly, held. in contempt. by the reſt of 
" the world.“ | | | 
* If that is the caſe, (anſwered the other) I am the 
* leſs ſurpriſeqþat their entering thus-madly into a war, 
for which they appear to be ſo ill- provided; though, 
* 1 own, the. caution. with which they avoided it ſo 
long gave me a better opinion of them; and I ſhould 
de glad to know what motives induced them to alter 
© a conduct. which they ſeemed to underſtand the ad- 
* vantages of ſo well.” | 
F * The. meaſyres by which moſt of the nations in 
the: world are governed (replied the former) are ſo 
$ inconſiſtent not only with reaſon and juſtice, but 
even with themſelves, each day producing a new 
© ſyſtem contradiQory to the laſt, that you muſt. not 
„ ExpeQt a ſatisfactory account of them. As an in- 
q ſtance of this, the motives of the Spaniards for en- 
: tering into this war are hidden, even from the per- 
.. ſons who think they are the authors of it; and who, 
| PETS *- unknown 
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3 


2 may be neceſſary to explain this to you 7; 


this misfortune required the utmoſt addreſs. 0» 


the Spaniards to aſſiſt them in a war under which 


which they accordingly have promiſed. 


« experience, that it was not poſſible to make the 


* afſerting it, when the hearts of the people were ale 


„ teign; and the Engliſh ſo taken up with the warsn 


* ed the ONS, tor a time at leaſt, which we ce 
«& fired in | 


unknown to themſelves, are ſerving a ca t . 
they had rather ruin. 8 8 a Cauſe wig 1 2 
„be al 
the ce 
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empit 


jealouſy which the power of our order has for ſri 
time raiſed in the very courts, whoſe favour pin 
pally exalted it to that power, has at length by 
upon us 1n a ſtorm, not to be reſiſted in Portugal 
and threatened not much leſs in France, To aye 


influence in Spain, though rather in decline, i; fl 
confiderable This we obliquely propoſed to the 
French miniflry, to exert in their behalf, to bi 


they were ready to fink, on condition of their pro 
tecting us from any farther diſturbance in France; 


„The lure which we held up to the Spaniards, t 
draw them into a meaſure fo contrary to their inte 
reſt, was the crown of Portugal. We know, b 


court of Liſbon break with the Engliſh. We there- 
fore firſt inflamed the ambition of the Spaniſh mint 
ſtry, by blazoning their king's claim to the Porn 
gueſe throne in the ſtrongeſt colours; and perſuad- 
ing them that this was the proper opportunity for 


nated from their ſovereign by the diſaſters of hy 


which they were already engaged, that they could 
afford him no protection, though he was ſo bigottel 
to their alliance, that he would certainly give a c- 
lourable pretence for attacking him, by refuſing to 
enter into the confederacy againft them. Our ſcheme 
was ſuccefsful. The Spaniaras, without confidet 
ing farther, broke with the Engliſh, and we obtain 


rance. | 
© But this was not our only motive for urging thi 
court to take theſe meaſures. The wound we hatt 


received from Portugal is not to be forgiven, nor hie 
# be bealed but by the ruin of that monarchy. If ti Ware 
1 ᷣͤ ͤ SLEEET'T + Pha  Þ vo Ea, 6d. & 5 6s Spaniard pon 
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u Spaniards ſhould be able to eſtabliſh the claim which 

« we have ſpirited them up to afſert, our revenge will 

« he amply gratified ; though could we even foreſee 

© the contrary, that would make no alteration in our 

« meaſures. The war itſelf, be the event what it will, 

© muſt in ſome degree wreak our vengeance, and be 

© of farther ſervice to us, by diverting to other objects 

« an attention that boded un{avoutably to our hopes. 
« Weighty as theſe reaſons were, we had others 
till of greater importance, which we purſued with 
' a policy ſo deep as to defy detection. You know that 
the great object of our attention has long been to 
eſtabliſh an independency in ſome part of the world. 
© A thorough knowledge of the pretent circumſtances 
« of Europe convinced us, that we muſt not think of 
© ſuch a thing there. We therefore naturally turned 
our eyes to America, where the weaknefs of the poſ- 
ſeſſnng powers was a temptation as ſtrong as the 
riches and. fertility of their poſſeſſions. By both 
theſe the dominions of Portugal were from the be- 
ginning marked out for our attempt; to give ſucceſs 
to which we have, for near half a century, been 
labouring to make that crown break with England. 
In that caſe, we ſhould have immediately joined 
with the latter, and, by giving them a ſhare of the 
ſpoil, gained the aſſiſtance of their naval force, to 
execute our deſigns. But the Portugueſe were too 
wary, and for once underſtood their own intereſts too 
well to go ſo far, though we abſolutely led them, 
in many inftances, to act in ſuch a manner to the 
Engliſh, as would have drawn the reſentment of a 


0g people lefs prudent upon them. | 

hem? „Being diſappointed in this our firſt ſcheme, all 
ider that remained for us to do was, to make the like at- 
biain- tempt upon the Spaniards, againſt whom we intend- 


ed to turn the ſame weapons at a proper time; and 
doubt not but, by the help of the Engliſh, we 
all be able to accompliſh our deſign of erecting an 
empire in ſome part of their American dominions, 
While they are purſuing the chimerical claim we 
ave ſet them upon here, and wreakin our revenge 
pon Portugal, As to the equity of theſe me 
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that never comes into queſtion till after the even 
If they are ſueceſs'ul, no one will deny it; if not 


have 
Hof af 


they will be condemned, though dictated by the vi⁴cour 
of Heaven. Thus you ſee that, at any rate, h ande 
war mutt anſwer ſome of our purpoſes, at the H pen: 
time that we do not appear to be in the leaſt con This 
' cerned in it.“ was the 
* Iam much obliged to you: for this account; (ringt: 
the younger) which ſufficiently explains the motive 
of your engaging fo warmly. in matters apparent = 
ſo little intereſting to you. F ſhould be glad alſo t 
know by what a!guments you can have perſuade 
the court of Spain into meaſures evidently ſo con ore pr 
trary to their intereſt. The voice of the people nature 
who ſeldom judge wrong, is loud againſt the war, and a 


« Gold, my friend ! (anſwered the other) Gold, th 
great perſuaſive of the world, was the argument y 
made uſe of. This was the weight which ſet 1h 


H 


kc 
* main ſpring of the machine in motion. The ſpeciouMſÞ/emnitz 
« pretext indeed that covered it were prudence e with 
honour; which a proper application to their natur muſt | 
* vanity made the crowd receive without examination the h 
not to omit religious prejudice, . that abſolute jn other 
of weak minds.. | | ance 0 
« We perſuaded them, that it was a derogation ſui dom.” 
their honour to ſee a prince, ſo nearly allied to t The fir 
mighty monarch as the king of France, diſtreſſed ion. 
ſuch a manner; that his conquerors, if not ſtopt ed a | 
time, would fall upon them next; and that | vlWzrance. 
ſerving the cauſe of God, to attack heretics. be ura 
theſe various arguments we have gained our dee fixe 
point of making them break with the Engliſh ; | hon, a 
our trouble ended not there. It will require <0 When 
addreſs, and infinitely. more pains, to keep. up 1 prop 
ſpirits, and prevent their quitting it as pool!) Jeſuit 
they undertook it raſhly. This is the occaſion (laid he 
my coming here at this time; and as tie brig le ever 
abilities you are known to poſſeſs, and the ſr clude t. 
attachment you have to our cauſe, have made | a pro 
whole order expect the greateſt things from o as alſo 
J clioſe you for my companion and aſſociate Vering 
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« have given you this general view of the preſent ſtate 
i of affairs here, to direct your own obſervations in the 
© courſe of our moſt delicate and difficult negociations, 

and enable you to act in caſe any thing ſhould hap- 
pen io Mme.” | 

This account, which I have here thrown together, 
das the ſubſtance of ſeveral different converſations, 


bring their journey to Madrid. 


by n 


CHAT. Xx 


—— 


owe great matters. Home truths. A ebaracter out of 
nature ; with'a new definition of the laws of war, 
and a certain method of reducing à nation to obedience. 


HE morning after they arrived, the elder went 
to wait upon the firſt miniſter. The filence and 
emnity which reigned through the whole court ſtruck 
e with reſpe&t. “ Certainly, (thought I) the Jeſuit 
muſt have miſrepreſented theſe people. Inſtead of 
the hurry, noiſe, and giddy bultle, ſo offenſive in 
other courts, every thing here bears the appear- 
- of ſeriouſneſs, which is the ſhadow of wiſ- 
om.“ | | 
The firſt ſight of the miniſter confirmed me in this 
mon. He was dreſſed in black cloaths, whoſe hue 
Iced a gloom of addditional gravity to his whole ap- 
arance. By his looks and motions, his ſoul ſeemed 
be wrapped in the moſt intenſe thought. His eyes 
re fixed ; his features all ſtrained to the ſtrongeſt at- 
non, and his ſteps ſlow and ſtately. 
When the ceremonials of addreſs were performed 
th proper punQuality, and the attendants diſmiſſed, 
Jeſuit entered directly upon buſineſs. ** I am come 
(laid he) according to your excellency's deſire, to ſet- 
le every thing that may have been omitted, and con- 
Clude the treaty ; for which purpoſe | have brought 
the proper powers from his majeſty my maſter z who 
bas alſo honoured me with the pleaſing office of de- 
Wang to you ſome particular tokens of his * 
n « Iam 
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„am obliged to his majeſty ; (anſwered the Don 
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moſt difficult, if not dangerous. 
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with an air of more than miniſterial importance) } 
does me juſtice in believing that my inclinations ar 
to ſerve him; tho? what I have undertaken is real 
We have declare 
war as you defired ; bur how we are to carry 
is hard to ſay. Our magazines are empty, our trogp 
not half compleat, and even theſe undilcip/ined an 
badly provided; and our marine, far from being l 
a condition to cope with that of the enemy; ſo th, 
really Lam almoſt aſraid to look forward to the can 
ſequences.” 


„ Your excellency will pardon me for ſaying (r hu 
plied the Jeſuit) that your apprehenſions are too re t 
dy; you have money, and that will ſoon procu "af 
every neceſſary of war. The wealth of our ee will A 
mies alone overpowers us; but with the addition WW count; 
yours we ſhall be as much 199 powerful for the hon þ 
You will have the honour of ſerving us in ſo critie To 
a conjuncture; nor is there any danger in the a yet 55 
tempt. They are tired of the war, and want a 0 gu: 
tence for making, a peace, as much as we want 1 
peace itſelf. The inconſiſtency of their temper, ober 
ver long pleaſed. with any thing, is ſurfeited i pro 
ſucceſſes To take the advantage of this hum that v 
our emiſſaries have ſet their miniſters together b * 
ears in fuch a manner, that they think of nothing quence 
ſupplanting each other; to effect which they woll hs > 
willingly facrifice every intereſt of their country. WM 
« Of this J can give you an inſtance, that wil Tc... a 
move every doubt. The king having lately wh oe Spa 
proper to change his miniſtry, thoſe who were uconnex 
ed our from a ſpirit of reſentment, move hae... 
and hell to blacken the characters and decry the a rope, 2 
lities of their ſucceſſors ; and, as diſgrace with i Ilty to 
prince is the fure means of favour with the pech vhich! 
exert their popularity with the utmoſt licentious b0 5 
neſs to make them diſtruſted, and defeat their" Acer 
ſures, chuſing to undo all their own work, al TI 
every advantage gained by the war, rather than if Plnary 
rivals ſhould have the honour of bringing ti f, as 1 
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happy concluſion; while the latter, with equal 
judgment, think it neceffary for them to retort the 
abuſe, and act directly contrary to the ſyſtem of the 
| others, as it were in juſtification of their removal; 
as if a king were the only maſter who had not a 
right to change his ſervants when he pleaſed ; and 
thus, while this altercation goes on, the buſinefs of 
the nation ſtands ſtill. „ 

« Adyantageous as this is to us, it is not the only 
goode ffect we promiſe ourſelves from theſe diſputes, 
The old miniftry, who purſued the war ſo obſti- 
nately while they had the management of it them- 
ſelves, will, by this indiſcriminate oppoſition to all 
the meaſures of the new, force them into a peace on 
any terms, to preferve their power; for however 
fnely it may found in ſpeculation, a miniſter who 
will facrifice his own ambition to the intereſt of his 
country, and reſign his power to his rival rather 
than have the buſineſs ſuffer by a competition for 
It, is a charaQer if not abſolutely out of nature, 
yet ſo rarely to be found, that there is no neceſſity 
to guard againſt it; ſo that both parties equally 
ſerve our intereſt, by their animofity againſt each 
other. „„ 

From this plain ſtate of the matter, you may fee 
that you run no hazard in joining with us, as a 
peace muſt neceſſarily and ſpeedily be the conſe- 
quence of the meaſures we have taken; and what- 
ever expence you may be at, will be amply paid by 
the conqueſt of Portugal, which you will never have 
ſuch another opportunity of annexing to the crown 
of Spain, if you miſs this: beſides that ſo cloſe a 
connexion between your court and ours, will hence- 
forward enable them to give law to the reſt of Eu- 
tope, and yours in particular, at a proper opportu- 
ity to recover the many parts of your dominions 
Waich have been torn from them, in the former di- 
"on of our intereſts,” b | 

According to your reaſoning then (ſaid the Spani- 
1 10) there is no neceſſity for our making any extraor- 
unary efforts but in Portugal, which I am very glad 
, as we were never ſo unprepared.” 


« Not 
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Propoſe is to raiſe a ferment in England, and g 
are ſufficiently ſenſible that it cannot be taken,” 


niſter) do you really think the Engliſh will ever 


tugal; (ſaid the Jeſun). the people, as L tnc 
through the kingdom, are full of pirits at theg 
news; and every one eager to have a ſhare 


by vapouring at home. As to the good neus, 


| foreſee. If the aſſiſtance promiſed us by you (0 


% No! (anſwered the Jeſuit) nothing extra 1 


or that can be attended with inconvenience, is ned * ſaid | 
ſary. But ſtill, ſomething. muſt be done, if on x (ance 
ſave appearances. Your laying fiege 10 G0 « woul 
tar ny, cept | 
„Gibraltar (interrupted the miniſter) that i alrea 
poſſible ! abſolutely impoſſible !! We are as well; 1 will 
to beſiege the whole ifland of Britain, as C. bas 
We have no proviſions made which could gin the [ 


race 
the [; 
" the c. 
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of th 
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leaſt hope of ſueceſs to ſuch an attempt.” 
« Yourexcellency is too precipitate. (anſwered | 
jeſuit) Succeſs! If by ſucceſs you mean takin 
| never thought -of any ſuch thing. No! Al 


their miniſtry an excuſe for making a peace, 
** But if we ſhould make the feint, (replied the 


fer us to conquer Portugal ? They are bound by 
tereſt as well as honour, to defend it.“ 


10 
grant they are, (returned the Jeſuit). but t es 
ſignifies nothing, Set but their miniſtry to unt a 
ling among themſelves, and you may bring them! wa 
any thing, Their deſertion of the Catalans, d . 


ſimilar occaſion, is an inſtance of what the Pr 
gueſe may expect by depending on them.“ 
* Why, indeed, that is an encouragement (fad 
other) and. therefore we will do all we can 0 
ready to take the advantage of 11,” 
LU am glad to find that affairs go on fo well wi 


much 
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conqueſt,” 5 
« Yes!. (anſwered the miniſter). if they ccd g 


neceſſary to propa gate ſuch, to amuſe the popul 


but, in reality, our tro pé advance but vel) J 
and meet difficulties every day, which we di 


does not arive before the Englith join the | 
my —— | 0 ale 
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« Aſſiſtance! (interrupted the Jeſuit) Never let it be 
« ſaid that the mighty monarch of Spain wanted aſſiſ- 
« tance to over-run the little kingdom of Portugal. It 
« would be an indelible diſgrace to your honour to ac- 
« cept aſſiſtance. As to the Engliſh, I have told you 
already how they will be taken off; and then you 
« will have the Portugueſe entirely at your mercy. But 
has your excellency conſidered of the advice I took 
6 the liberty to hint to you, of extirpating the preſent 
« race of inhabitants by every ſeverity authorized by 
« the laws of war, that is, by every method which 
« the conquerors pleaſe to make uſe of, Their hatred. 
o your nation is ſuch, that it is impoſſible ever to 
 recuce them to a proper degree of ſubjection and 
loyalty. Above all things, there ſhould not be one 
of the race of the preſent king or even of the nobi- 
iy left, as experience ſhews that they will watch 
' exery opportunity to revolt, and aſſert an indepen- 
dency, in the fame manner as this family gained the 
* crown by rebellion,” 

„What you fay (anſwered the miniſter) agrees en- 
' tirely with my own opinion. I had reſolved upon this 
from the firft moment I thought upon the war. I am 
* juſt now going to attend the king, and, as matters of 
* ſuch conſequence cannot be conducted with too 
much caution, will obtain an order expreſsly to that 
purpoſe, under his own hand, to the general of his 
forces, to vindicate me from the odium of ſuch an 
unpopular meaſure. His natural turn is to cruelty ; 
ſo thar he will moſt gladly take the hint. In the 
mean time, you may afſure his majeſty of France of 
every ſervice in my power, to humble his haughty 
enemy, and procure him the peace be defires ” 
datisfied with the ſucceſs of his negociation, the jeſuit 
kn withdrew, and the miniſter compoſed his counte- 
Ince into proper gravity, to appear in public 
he natural pride and oftentation of the Spaniards 
irſt made me ſomething ſurpriſed at the freedom 
d candour with which the miniſter con'efſed the 
akneſs and wants of the Spaniſh government : but 
oment's reflection explained his conduct, and ſhew- 
| | 0s 
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A peep behind the curtain. Royal amuſements; hy 
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ed that he acted with the ſtricteſt conſiſtency gf chan 
ter. He had ſuffered himſelf to be gained by bribe 
to ſerve the intereſts of France, and therefore could 
pretend to aſſume a conſequence, or to make a vain p 
rade of power which he could not exert, to the yo 
agent who had corrupted him, and was beſide ag we 
informed as himſelf. 
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principles and valour ;. with an approved ſbield ag 
-ertain terrible dangers. 


ITT HEN the miniſter had gone through the ce 

monies of his levee with proper dignity, hee 
to his maſter. The king appeared to be in the pri 
of life, hale, ſtrong, and active. He was ſeated at 
table with a parcel of ſhuttle cocks before him and me 
ing a racket with as much earneſtneſs as a ſchool 
of feven years old. | 


The moment he raiſed his eyes from his work, ben g 
ſaw his miniſter, Dome (ſaid he itarting up, and f cloſ. 
ing himſelf to his ſhirt) | have been waiting for 3 
% ſome time. I'll try if T cannot beat you more ſha ſelight, 
fully to day than I did y-ſterday.” ere im 
The miniſter who knew his cue, forgot all his gi he enen 
ty in an inſtant, and following the royal exampe ortugu 
him, threw off his cloat's «Iſo, and taking up a ck t] 
prepared ſor the attack, which he ſeemed o h hile 1 
with as much eagerneſs and delight as his maſter, hat! 
faw him begin to be tired, when feigning himfel! un ith th 
to ſtrike another ftr.1ke, he dropped the racket ol MPH at 
his hand, and ſat down puffing and blowing on the b<re - 
while the king, to ſhew his ſuperior abilities, a0 ght; n 
fulr his antagoniſt, gave half a dozen ſtrokes muff“ rear 
himſel,, | ou the 
As ſoon as they had recovered their breath, a her 

on their cloaths, © May it pleaſe your majeſty, ( . 
« the miniſter, reſuming his ſolemnity) I bav? jult * 


* ; | 10 
4 ceived an account from Portugal. Your "7 
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ums bear all before them, and will ſoon reduce the 
whole kingdom. They have already taken a conſi- 
terable village, and burned two farm- houſes.” 
« Have they ſo? (interrupted his ſacred majeſty) 
that's well done. Send them orders to burn all be- 
before them. I wiſh was with them. I love ſuch 
ſport in my heart. I'd ſoon make their king rue his 
refuſing my friendſhip. But how ſoon will they take 
Libon? I long to go there, and ſee how it looks af- 
ter the earthquake, whether it is any thing like Her- 
culaneum.“ Us 
« Your majefty's army is advancing toward it, (an- 
ſwered the miniſter) but the roads are bad, and the 
ountry-people oppoſe them, ſo that they are obliged 
to march with great.circumſpeRion.” 
Why do not they ſhoot them? (replied the 
monarch) If I was there, not one of them ſhould 
eſcape? I'd kill them all myſelf, as I'll ſhew you 
uſt now, The enemy is drawn up ready for bat- 
. | only waited for you to fee me attack 
them,” | 
hen going into another apartment that looked 
d a cloſe court, and leading his miniſter to the win- 
, © There they are (continued he, laughing with 
lel|ght, as he pointed to a number of cats which 
ere immured in the court ;) there is the army of 
be enemy. The red ones are Engliſh, the reſt are 
ortugueſe. Go, reach me thoſe guns yonder. PII 
tack them directly. It will be a glorious ſurprize. 
chile J ſhoot with one gun you ſhall load the other, 
d that we'll keep up a conſtant fire.” | 
ita theſe words he began the attack, ſhouting in 
mph at every ſhot, ** There falls an Engliſhman, 
L here a Portugueſe ! Now I charge them on the 
Nt; now on the left; now in the front; now in 
de rear, I'll ſhew them that I am a general See 
ow they run! helter ſkelter, pell mell!” 
is heroic majeſty carried on his attack in this 
ner with ſuch eagerneſs, and continued it fo long, 
bis miniſter was more tired of loading for him, 
he had been of his match at ſhuitle-cock ; at 
| . length 
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length obſerving that one of the wounded cats ſcreams 
ed in an uncommon manner, © A truce! a ttuce 
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(ſaid he) your majeſty ſhould flacken your fire, The 
enemies acknowledge your victory, and ſend a trum. 
pet to defire leave to bury their dead. According 
to the laws of war, that is never refuſed; beſide, i 
you kill them all to day, what will you do for an xr. 
my to attack another time? There is not one cut 
left in all Madrid ; your majeſty's wars have conſumed 
the whole ſpecies.” 


«© Well then, (ſaid the victorious monarch, who was 


by this time ſufficiently fatigued himſelf) I will prant 
them a truce ; and do you take care that there is 4 
ſupply of proviſions ſent them. Their magazines, 
imagine, are nearly exhauſted ; I ſcorn to ſtarve ay 
enemies. Hah! hah! hah! Don't you think now 
that I could kill all thoſe Portugueſe? Egad, Ill g 
and head my army myſelf, as I did once hefore, 
and not let one of them eſcape.” 

The ſmoak of the monarch's artillery, and the ſcreams 


ing of the wounded cats making the field of battle not 
a very agreeable place to ſtay in, the king and his mi- 
niſter returned to the cloſet. As ſoon as the latter had 
once more compoſed his features, May it pleaſe your 
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Majeſty, (ſaid he) by the accounts from your invin- 
cible army in Portugal I find, that it is in vain to 
think of reducing that people to ſubjection and obe- 
dience. Thoſe who ſubmit one day rebel again the 
next; ſo that there is no end of giving them quart, 
Beſide, the Engliſh are expected every day to land to 
their aſſiſtance, and then their numbers may prone 
troubleſome. I am therefore come to know whit 
orders you will pleaſe to ſend to your generals, to d. 
rect their conduct.“ 5 

Orders! (anſwered his moſt ſacred majeſty) ts put 
them all to the ſword ; that is the ſureſt way to une 
them obedient. As for the Engliſh, we muſt take 
care what we do with them: they are all hereticks 
and magicians, and deal with the devil. I remember 
very well how they frightened me once beſore, til 


I got the pope to bleſs my night- cap; and then! 4 
: «« fe 
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4 them and their witchcraft too. They could do 
e no harm while I had that on. I am ſorry that it 
worn out, or I would go and have a ſtroke at them 
o{|f ; but I could never bear to be one minute 
*hout it, while there hung a rag of it together. 
owever, Pl ſend to him for another; and, at the 
me time it would not be amiſs to ſend enough for 
e whole army, and-his holineſs might bleſs them all 
ether; and when the ſoldiers have got them, 
elbe a match for the heretic Engliſh, and the 
wil to help them.“ EE. : 
What your majeſty ſays is extremely right, {replied 
e niniſter) and it would be very improper for you 
hazard your ſacred life, before you have gotten 
ch an infallible defence to guard it. In the mean 
ne though, will your majeſty pleaſe to ſend orders 
your generals, for putting the country under mili- 
execution? They will have double weight, when 
der your own hand.” | 3 

Aye! (returned the gracious monarch) give me 
nand ink, and I will write to them this inſtant, to 
m and deſtroy all before them, and put man, wo- 
n, and child to the ſWord, without mercy or diſ- 
gion. Or ſtay, it will do as well after the pup- 
ew; lam in haſte now: and, do you hear! 
der publick rejoicings to be made; and ſend to 
biſhops to ſing te Deum for what we have already 
e 

s ſome time before I could recover myſelf from 
onſhment and horror u ith. which this ſcene ſtruck 
* Juſt Heaven ! (thought 1) are theſe thy ſubſti- 
Fs on earth? Can the vices of man have ſunk him 
entirely below thy care, that he ſhould be given 
thus to the mol. deipicable deſtruction ? be made 
play-thing of a fool, and ſlaughtered for his meer 
Mewent ? I can bear the fight no longer.“ 

Ing this, I flung out of the court, in honeſt in- 
on, arc 20i/hed myſelf directly into France, in 
of being relieved by the contraſt between the 
's of that diſſipated, gay people, and thoſe where 
* It I ouſt. be among fools, (ſaid I) let m_ 
0 | | 60 - 
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« be merry ones. Let not the affeQation of wiſdot wet 
« make folly more diſguſting.” _ | os 
— nnnnnnnnnnmnmnrnmnnn en ti 
CHAP. XI. uf 

Scene changed. Pleaſant inflance of the poxver of + qd 
ample. Grand attendance at a lady's toilet. Serin uld 
fawvouritiſm, ' . hey v 


2 H E effect which I felt from this change is ſc ay 
| to de conceived, The ſmile of pleaſure : linterr 
complacency that ſoftened every face I ſaw, ſoon di like bor 
pelled the gloom which I had contraQed in the late 
lemn ſcene, and infected me alſo to ſuch a degree, th 
my features began inſenſibly to relax into a grin, ant 
could hardly keep my feet from capering as I went ala 
with the croud, whom I found going to pay their ca 
to the King's miſtreſs. | 

They all ſtopped in the antechamber to her , ornin 
ments, where they waited with the moſt complaiafM$ Bu: ; 
patience for the return of the favoured few who viliiyc:þ« 
admitted into her preſence, to learn from them Y of tt 
modes of thought and action which ſhe pleaſed top ance,” 
ſcribe for the day. Qual 

Curious to fee a perſon who was able thus to er piu. 
the happineſs of ſo many, I entered the dreſſing-rooMMiche6 tl 
where | found her at her toilet, attended in a man nd as 
that exceeded my imagination, accuſtomed as Nes; 
uncommon ſcenes. At her feet kneeled a biſhop, H bem al! 
his ſacred robes, buckling her ſhoes. The baſon ou will 
which ſhe waſhed her hands was held by a peer af! aſſes, a 
firſt rank, A counſellor of the parliament painted le car. 
cheeks. A farmer of the revenues ſet her jewels of he; 
der. A general powdered her hair. An admiral! ſhe 1 
her ribbons ; and, to entertain her, a cardinal e oon 
looſe lampoon. ting 

When this important work was finiſhed ſhe bon bu 
and rewarding her happy ſervants with a gracious eu, ap. 
retired with the carcinal into another oom, lions 
upon buſineſs. As ſoon as they were alone, "For. II. 


„ ladyſhip, I think, (faid the cardinal, laughing 


defirou 
every | 
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repreſe; 
rich 1 
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deen grandly waited on this morning. Pray, have 
du the ſam? attendance every day?“ : | 
« If ] would receive it, (anſwered the) I might have 
ten times more, There is nothing fo fulfome that 
thoſe ſycophants will not ſay ; nothing is fo ſervile 
that they will not do. | know the baſeneſs of their 
vuls, and therefore trample them thus under my feet, 
do anticipate the inſults which I am ſenſible they 
would heap upon me on any reverſe of fortune. As 
they worſhip the ſun-ſhine of court-favour, it is but 
juſt to let them toll in the heat of it for a while.“ 
„ But how did your ladyſhip gather ſuch a groupe? 
interrupted the cardinal, who ſeemed not much to 
like me part of what ſhe ſaid, and therefore was 
G&firous to put a ſtop to reflections fo general). Almoſt 
every profeſſion in the ſtate had a repreſentative at 
your toilet.“ | 
Ves, (replied ſhe) and I defign to ſet moſt of theſe 
repreſentatives at the head of their profeſſions too; 
rhich was the occaſion of my defiring to ſee you this 
morning.“ | 
But does your ladyſhip know (aid the cardinal) 
whether they are qualified to fill thoſe places? Ma- 
jy of them require particular judgment and experi- 


Ince.” | 


' Qualified ! (interupted her ladyſhip, with a con- 
temptuous ſmile) Yes; I have taken care to be fa- 
Ished that they have all the qualifications I want; 
nd as for any other, they are anſwerable them- 
elves; ſo let them take care of that. Iam to give 
tem all their definitive anſwers this morning; ſo if 
ſou will go into that cloſet, you may over- hear what 
alles, and will be a judge of their qualifications.” 
be cardinal obeyed ; and her ladyſhip ringing for 
of her attendants, ordered him to let the general 
ſhe was at leiſure to ſpeak with him. "on 
s ſoon as he entered, © Well, fir, (ſaid her ladyſhip, 
tung ſhort all compliments, and entering directly 
pon buſineſs) J have ſpoken to the miniſter about 
du, and am forry to find there are ſo many ob- 
ions made, that it will be neceſſary for me io ex- 
0L. II 1 | "ark 
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ert my utmoſt intereſt to ſerve you. Howerer, en be 
„ have undertaken it, I will not be foiled,” 3 e had 1 
Lam under infinite obligations to your ladyſh * You 
(anſwered the general) and ſhall endeavour to 1 by one 
a return. | | | have tl 
Fir, (interrupted ſhe) the return I expect; to be 
* punctual performance of your propoſal ; which yMcruize 
to give me two thirds of all (excluſive of your eri, 
* that you can poſſibly make by this commiſſion, M eers of 
well what you can ſubftraQ from the ſuperfluoys # lam 
* pointments of your own army, as the plunder u be, clat 
ſpoils of the enemies. You remember, fir, tes not t 
was your own propoſal.” „Thor 
% do, Madam, (anſwered he) and ſhall faith ckaract 
perform it, though really the appointmenis of | pulat 
army at preſent are ſo very ſhort, and even thel: pon th 
badly ſupplied, that I fear what may be faved Het 
them will not anſwer your expectation, thou e upo 
will do what I can ; in an enemy's couniry ſoi under 
may ſhift for themſelves. But whatever this H pectt 
ſhort ſhall be made up in the other article, Ting 
enemies have had a long opportunity to enrich Hany v 
_ ſelves, which will turn out well to your acco roduce 
now. Tl} ſtrip them to the ſkin for you. It is? he com 
policy to ruin an enemy's country which we do bes. 
deſign to keep poſſeſſion. of; as it diſables them fr all be 
making head again for a conſiderable length of i Lam 

| hope alſo to conduct the military operations of ned 
campaign in ſuch a manner, that your ladyſhip or myſ 
not be aſhamed of having recommended me to! hat, at 
command.“ | _— Hono 
« As to that, fir, (replied ſhe) it is no affair of en? 
You are to take care of that upon your qa ac ?, you 
and I wiſh you may, if it were only to digg mul 


* the preſages of thoſe who oppoſed your promo p the 
Fome of whom went ſo far as to ſay. that 5c 5 } 
ou In 2 


« deſtitute of every qualification neceſſaty for » | 
“% portant a charge.” ——Saying this, the turned I | 1 and 
him, leaving him to enjoy the pleaſure of medial es! « 


* > 
her laſt words, | f 8 
The departure of the general made way fgr lde m1 : 
trance of the admiral, who was ſummoned ne Bn 81 


* ö 
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om her ladyſhip addreſſed with as little ceremony as 
had ſhewn to the former. | 
« You have been recommended to me, fir, (ſaid ſhe) 
by one of my women, to whom, I underſtand, you 
have the honour of being related, as a proper perſon 
to be entruſted with the command of a fleet, to 
cruize upon the enemy; and, on her vouching your 
merit, I have got you preferred before ſeveral offi- 
cers of known ability.“ T | 
Jam eternally devoted to your ladyſhip, (anſwered 
he, elated at his ſucceſs) and hope I ſhall be ſo happy 
5 not to diſappoint your expectations in any reſpeQ.” 
hope not, (replied ſhe) and, as! confide in the 
character given me of you, have not yet expreſsly 
pulated any conditions; but you muſt not imagine 
upon that account that I do not expect any. You 
know the nature of the command which you are to 
go upon. It is to attack the enemy's trade, and 
plunder their ſettlements in thoſe places where you 
pet to meet the leaſt reſiſtance. Now, fir, in exe- 
uting ſuch a commiſſion you muſt certainly make 
many valuable captures ; three fourths of the clear 
produce of which I ſhall expect, for procuring you 
he command, the refl you may divide among your- 
elves, If you approve of this, your commiſſion 
all be made out directly.? 
Jam too ſenſible of your ladyſhip's favour. (re- 
urned he) 10 diflike any thing you propoſe. As 
or myſelf, [ have nothing in view but honour ; and 
hat, at leaſt, I ſhall have an opportunity to acquire.” 
Honour, Sir! (interrupted ſhe haſtily) How do you 
hean? If it is by fighting with the fleets of the ene- 
hy, you quite miſtake the matter. Inſtead of that, 
ſou muſt uſe all poſſible care to avoid them, and not 


noi” the bazard of diſappcinting the deſign upon 
00 hich you are ſent, and loſing the fleet entruſted to 
ein attempting to acquire honour. Acquire pro- 
1c) r and leave honour to the enemy.“ 


Les! But pleaſe your ladyſhip, (anſwered 
be leaman, who did not ſo well reliſh the latter part 
bis inſtructions) how ſhall I anſwer that to the 
FE: I ſhall be broke with infamy.” | 

| H 2 « Never 
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Never fear, (replied ſhe :) do you take care | 
«© make a profitable cruize, and J will protect 
« from all danger of that kind; and perhaps I for 
*« intereſt alſo to have you ſent out again with 2 oreal 
* force, when you ſhall not be under a nceſv | 
« obſerving ſuch caution.” Encouraged by this, the « com 
miral promiſed to obey her orders, and went away wil 
an high heart. | — 

The admiral was ſucceeded by the farmer- genen & 
Who, advancing to her ladyſhip with a conficer 4 
„ have taken the liberty (faid he) to bring your jad 
* ſhip a ſuit of jewels, which I hope you will like | 


* 


* ſhquid not preſume to offer them, if they ute mer. 
< fit for the firſt favereign in Europe to wear. 

* You are always very obliging, (anſwered þ ſhe) 
% ladyſhip, caſting her eye carelelſs!y upon the om fear t 


«© as ſhe took them) they are indeed pretty enough, 

++ Your ladyihip does not ſee half their beauty; 
ee plied the farmer) if you will pjeaſe to look a li 
cloſer, you will have a better notion of their walt 

I beg your pardon, fir, (returned the, taking 
£ tice of the piper they were wrapped in, which 
* a bill of exchange for a great ſum of money) II 
<< them extremely. They certainly are very fine; : 
I muſt ſay that you have the politeſt method of pl 
&« ſenting any thing of any man Iknow, | have wat 
ed to lee you for ſome time, to let you know l 
your propoſal is accepted of,” 

I am much obliged to your ladyſhip (anſue 
he) and ſhall ftrive to merit your favour on al. 
+ cafions; though really | am not quite free fiom! 
„ prehenſions of ineeting with ſuch difficulties int 
affair, as may make it much lels advantageousti 
is imagined. The people are ſo exhauſted by 

multitude of their taxes, that they declare them 
unable to pay any more, and in their deſpair ein 


one th! 
ng, tl 
aid, | 
of mo! 
That, 
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„ a diſcontent little ſhort of rebellion ; fo tal ot 
© Heve we ſhall be under a necefliiy of calling tor upon i 


ſiſtance from the army to levy any thing.“ 
* And you ſhall have it, (replied her ladet 
„ whenever you require it. That is a proof of! 
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| being exhauſted, indeed ! If they are in want, let 
the men all lift in the army, that is the proper place 
ſor them; and then the women and children will 
have enough. Don't you ſhew the leaſt tenderneſs 
to one of them. It only encourages the reſt. "Their 
complaints are all feigned, If they were in ſuch 
diftreſs as they pretend, their ſpirits would hardly 
be ſo high. | | 

„ ſhall punQually obſerve your ladyſhip's direQi- 
ons, (returned he) and depend on your protection, 
if any thing ſhould happen.” | 

The counfellor of the parliament ſucceeded the far- 
rmer-general, to whom her ladyſhip addrefſed her- 
lf with as little ceremony as the others. Sir, (faid 
ſhe) I have conſidered of what you ſaid to me, and 
fear the ſcheme is impracticable. Your people ſeem 
too reſtactory to be influenced by ſuch methods.” 
„Madam, (anſwered he) I mult beg leave to ſay, 
your ladyſhip's apprehenſions are groundleſs. |{ 
know the temper of every man among them, and 
what will prevail on even. If you pleaſe to make 
the experiment, I will anſwer for the event.” 
„Well, fir, (replied ſhe) then it ſhall be ſo, and you 
ſhall have the place on the terms propoſed ; though, 
if your fcheme ſucceeds readily, I ſhall expect a far- 
uf IN, as it will then be much more va- 
vable,” | | 

* Your ladyſhip (returned he) may depend on my 
obedience to any thing you require. 
That's true, (added her ladyſhip, calling him 
back juſt as he was going out of the room) there is 


* one thing which L had like to have forgot mention- 

W though indeed it was plainly implied in what we 
laid, It is like] 1 mn 

ad, It 1s likely that the Jeſuits will offer large ſums 

ene of money, to avert the ſtorm that threatens them. 


That, you know, I am to ſhare in, equally with the 
other perquiſites of your place.? 

Why = really — (faid he) if your ladyſhip inſiſts 
upon it—— ; though, as it is but a contingency, it 
s ciffcult to bring it within any rule.” 


H 3 as Sir, 


, 
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« Sir, (anſwered ſhe warmly) I do and will inf The k 
« upon it; and think it odd fur you to make any d hun her 
6“ culty.“ | hat md! 

No, Madam! by no means, (replied he) I n ould no 

no difficulty at all; but tiil your ladyi{hip had d 

clared your pleaſure it was impoſlible tor me to, 

ſee it. Is there any thing elſe?“ 

* No (returned her ladythip) not that 1 reegl 

now. If I hould think of any thing farther, 1 y lake ha 

let you know ” | | they e. 

The next who was adwitted to an audience was 

nobleman who had held the baſon to her Iadyſhin, 
ſhe waſhed her hands. I am. forry my lord dl \H 
* ſaid the, (as ſoon as he had paid his conplimg 0 
* that | have been obliged to make you wait ſo log t her la 
but buſineſs, my lord —.“ | ſhip « 
„ Your ladyſhip (anſwered his. grace, with the niſter, 
moſt complaiſance) need be under no concern, W. 
no ftranger myſelf to the urgency of ſtate aifair,! of ma 
Well, my lord, (ſaid ſhe) at length | have the! a thin 
nour to congratulate your grace on your ſon's (RF | can 
c:is, His majeſty made many difficulties at bung! 
but they all vaniſhed when I told him of the m Plain- 
between the marquis and my couſin, He fad get ff 
could refuſe nothing to any one who was to be al biggle 
to me.“ FL. | That 
« My ſon is in duty obliged to his majeſty, (rep ſpiſe 
his grace) and I have a juſt ſenſe of your lacylk prop! 
favour.” ' Yo 
„Jam glad, my lord, (continued ſhe) that e. 
good * and prucence have enabled you to 2 
quer that abſurd pride of family, which makes We 
of ſo many. Though your ſon's intended wii now | 
the daughter of a mechanic, the is my k1n1v004 e p 
and, if I live, Pll make the proudeſt peer of Fi tenur 
glad to marry into my family. The king » woc 
fountain of nobility, and what he can beſiov ny er 
ſhall not want.“ bY | og: 
« Your ladyſhip's own merit (anſwered Ie 09 7 i 
makes it an honour to any family to be allied of Bo 
ill ſend my fon to return his thanks to your Ea 
ſhip, and receive your farther commancs. tre 


ronclu 
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Tue biſhop was now the only one who remained; 
zur her ladyſhip had already had too much buſineſs 


bat morning, and therefore ſent him word, that ſhe 
auld not ſee him till ſome other time. be 


R Ani. * * Py 3 * Py 


CHAP. XII. 


le bay while the ſun ſhines. All go to the market where 
they can have moſt for their money. A converſation 
concluded in character. | 


HESE important matters bein g thus diſpatched, 
the cardinal came out of his cloſet, aud ſmiling 
t her lady{hip, * It is a pity (faid he) that your lady- 
ſhip cannot publicly aſſume the office of prime mi- 
niter, you do buſineſs in ſuch a maſterly manner,” 
„Why, (anſwered ſhe, laughing) 1 have no notion 
of making many words, when I have reſolyed upon 
a thing; nor of uſing the agency of others in what 
[can do better myſelf, They always make ſuch 
bungling work, that I have no patience with them, 
Plain-dealing prevents miſtakes, Beſide, they cannot 
get ſuch good' terms as F do, People chaffer and 
ol higgle with them, who do not in the leaſt object to 
what | require. As to the breach of decency, I de- 
ſpiſe it. J ſtudy my own convenlency, not other 
people's opinions.“ 

* Y-ur ladyſhip judges very rightly ; (replied he) 
great minds are above the rules which direct the 
10 U conduct of their inferiors.” | 


e Well! (reſumed her ladyſhip) do not you think 
wi now that all theſe perſons are properly qualified for 
en purpoſe ? I hold my power by a very precarious 
Fr tenure. and therefore think it prudence to make the 
61 molt oi it while it laſts. What is the intereſt or ho- 


nour of the kingdom to me? I know that with the 
ung favour I gained the hatred of every other per- 
(00 on in the kingdom, ard that on the loſs of that J 
hould feel all the weight of the latter; to avoid 

watch PII take care to provide what ſhall make my 
eat ellewhere comfortable, for I will never ſtay 
H 4 a moment 


— 
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*« a moment after ] become ſubject to their 
ee elr inſults R 
J ˙¹ 
„Then your ladyſhip (repli inal); ES 
3 7 _—_ _ LA 5 the cardinal) is 4 pet. 
*« Moſt certainly; (faid ſhe) What other place cy 1 5 
J expect the ſame ſafety or ſatisſactiop in? A * « Y s 
that has but money enough to {give into the 9 0 _ 
vagancies of the mode will never want an a reel Than 
reception there. As to the difficulty you ah abo 2 ab 
going with me, there is nothing in it. There a "qd : 
no more objection be made to your character th. 55 
mine. As ſoon as the ncvelty is worn off, we fk 2 3 
paſs as unnoticed as we can wiſh, and meet as nyc (6 Pi 
re ſpect as we can pay for. The pope himſelf, M, ioine 
leninly as he is abjured, would find a welome in w te 
land for his money; ſo that you need not be ſo i ; 5 
cate and timorous. It is but laying aſide your i «Ia 
hat, and you need apprehend nothing.“ © muſt 
*+« Your ladyſhip (anſwered the cardinal, who dd have 
much like the manner in which the ſpoke theſe i" confi 
words) cannot think that I ſhould make any dic or gi 
ty of following you to the rem*te\! part of the worl Then 
The happineſs J enjoy in your favour exceeds ee ene of : 
other conſide ration. As to thoſe people who ot to « 
been with you this morning, is it your pleaſure tha Move, ar 
ſhovld mention them to the king ; or will your [ad After ſo 
ſhip rather do it yourſelf? Thoſe I mean whom NM: Qed t] 
importance of the employments which you de bonting 
them for makes it neccſfary to obſerve ſuch ci bim; 8 
about, There will be great murmuring at their M vhich h 
motion among the nobility who have applied 
thoſe commands ” 5 
Let them nu:mur on; (replied ſhe haugbih 
deſpiſe every thing in their power to ſay or C0! ! 
humble their pride, by ſhewing them how line!" 
gard them. I made the duke wait ſo long to-daf. 
let him fee that his ſon's marrying my relation ge 
him no conſequence with me. As to this affair, | 
ſpeak to the king myſelf, for form-ſake; but ff 


may order their ſeveral commiſſions to be got real 
in the mean time.“ EEE 


1 
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« Really, (returned the cardinal) I think you gave 
« his grace ſufficient reaſon, even after he was admit- 
« ted, to ſee that you held him not in very high reſ- 
« pect. But how came you not to ſee the biſhop ? 
« Had he any particular buſineſs ?” | 

« Buſineſs! (aid her ladyſhip, after a loud laugh) 
« Yes; and that no leſs than a cardinal's hat, I aſſure 
« you. Becauſe J got you one for gartering my ſtock- 
« ings, he founds his pretenſions on buckling my ſhoes, 
« Hah! hah! hah! It is true he offers fair. He un- 
„ gertakes to be either for or againſt the Jeſuits, for 
« or againſt the conſtilution; in ſhort, any thing, or 
« every thing I pleaſe, now, or at any other time.“ 

« Plous prelate! (added the cardinal, after he had 
joined in the laugh) he has a moſt convenient con- 
« ſcience, and cannot fail to riſe in the church. I pre- 
„ſume you have not rejected ſuch ample offers.” 

] am not reſolved about him yet; (replied ſhe) I 
« muſt try his patience here firſt for a while. When J 
« have broken him ſufficiently by attendance, I'll then 
« conſider whether it is proper to gratify his ambition, 
« or give him a refuſal.“ | | 

Their political conference was broken off here, by 
one of a ſofter nature. The cardinal was too gallant 
not to dedicate ſome part of his private audience to 
love, and her ladyſhip too tender to refuſe his addreſſes. 
After ſome time ſpent in dalliance, the cardinal recol- 
|*Qed that the king was by that time returned from 
hunting, and accordingly haſtened away to wait upon 
him ; while her ladyſhip prepared to receive the viſit 
which his majeſty never failed to pay her every day. 
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Ei. 


A curious, though not an uncommon picture. Play a int 


properly, and you'll catch it. The faſcination if caſe 


II was not very long before the king arrived. Fran 


to her 

10 (con 
6 the C 
« of at 
ſake 


„ the 


M 
the nature of their connection I expected that ten. 0 m 
meeting would be attended with the warmeſt expreſſion a ye: 
of paſſion; but there appeared no traces of any ſuch « A 
thing between them. The king entered her apartmenMi « priſe 
with a liſtleſs, indifferent air, as if he knew not what d. your 
to do with himſelf; and lolling into a chair, ſcarce . it is 
turned any anſwer to her enquiries after his heahh; * 
which the alſo expreſſed with the coolneſs of comp thou 
ment and words of courſe. | EEG 
When he had fat, or rather dezed thus for ſome ine 0 it. 
in a kind of ſuſpenſion of thought, he ſeemed as it werf. / 
to awake, and turning to his miſtreſs, gave her an of b 
count of his morning's ſport, as particularly as if the un « D 
derſtood it as well as himſelf; while the liſtened to hi to 
with the greateſt attention and appearance of pleaſure « ed in 
aſking him every now and then ſuch queſtions as ſhou|  ferio 
lead him to repeat thoſe paſſages in which ſhe ſaw liſh may 
took the moſt delight. | is a 
V hen his ſpirits were ſomewhat raiſed in this u escumi 
ner, and the lady thought him in a proper humour f tiny 
her purpoſe, the artfully turned the converſation up ill; 
buſineſs. * I hope (faid ſhe, as if careleſſy and o 1: + 
from common curiofity) that your majeſty has recaly« le 
©« ed agreeable accounts from your armies this morning hi 
% hear there are expreſſes arrived.” * muc 
« Ay, (anſwered he) fo the cardinal informed me, mie 
« but | ſuppoſe they have brought nothing materia tua! 
«© he ſaid no more.“ | „ king 
cannot help thinking it very flrange, (contin « the 
« ſhe) that ſuch powerful armies as your majelty {na was 
into the field do not bear down all before them. You MK 
«© enemies are no way able to oppoſe them with eh « P 
4 force. I ſhould fear that there muſt be a fault (ona rou 


where,” —— Then obſerving that he ſeemed to 1 


TH r 


o her with ſome attention, “ Is your majeſty certain 
continued ſhe) that the generals to whom you intruſt 
u the conduct of your armies are equal to the charge, 
« gr at leaſt that they do not protract the war, for the 
« fake of continuing in their commands? Sgmething or 
« other muſt be the reaſon of it“ 


m « Why, yes. (replied the king) I have often thought 
ir © {© myſelf; and therefore I believe I'll even now make 
ns « a peace, and ſo have done with them all.” 

ch « A peace! (exclaimed ſhe ſuddenly, equally ſur- 
nt « priſed and alarmed at the word) I did not know that 
our majeſty had any thoughts of peace; to be ſure, 


it is moſt defirable — on proper terms.“ 


h; « I can't ſay (returned he) that I ſhould have any 
„ © thought of the kind in the preſent ſituation of affairs, 
« if ſo many miſcarriages did not in a manner force me 
ne to it. It is very diſagreeable to be diſappointed in all 
co great deſigns, and that after ſo vaſt an expence 
© of b'ood and treaſure. e 
un « Diſappointed ! (returned her ladyſhip, who now 


„ took her cue) Your majeſty can never be dilappoint- 


Ire ed in any defizn, till you are pleaſed to drop it. In- 
| « fertor princes, who want power to execute their will, 
ne 


may be diſappointed ; but not a monarch, whoſe word 
is a law to millions.“ — Then raifing her voice, and 
aſſuming an air of indignation, ** A peace! No! (con- 
tinbed the) Your majeſty will never think of a peace, 
till your enemies are brought to beg it on their knees. 
lt were beneath the dignity of your crown, and a 
leſſening of your honour. As for the trifling ſucceſſes 
which have dejeted ſome of your own ſubjects as 
much as they have elevated the infolence of your ene- 


ally reverſe them. Shall it be ſaid that the mighty 
kingdom of France, governed by a prince equally 


15 | the delight of his people, and the terror of his foes, 
= was obliged to receive the law from a few mecha- 
4 nic iſlanders?” _ | . 

1 But what can be done to prevent it (anſwered he) 


' Touzed from his lethargy by the ſpirited manner in 


mies, one campaign, properly conducted, will effec- 


« whick 
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*« which ſhe ſpoke). They tell me, that my revenue, 
are quite exhauſted, and my ſubjeQs crying out ig! 
e a 
'* Wha tells your majeſty fo? (anſwergd ſhe) ! 
daſtardly ſlothful ſet, who, regardleſs of your gloy 
ink of notning but enjoying in luxurious eaſe the 
forwunes they have amaſſed by every iniquitous means 
© The revenues cf a king of France can never be er 
havitod, while bis ſubjects have a penny left, 4 
ihe wv£alth in your kingdom is yours. You are ngt 
beg from your people, as the king of Eng 
„des As io their ſeditious cries for peace, iff 
4/27 1312ty was to pay attention to chem, you woll 
** 12%: carry ON a war; and for their wants, they are 
ail feigned. Look around your court, look at thoſ 
„very people (traitors I had almoſt called them) who 
« tell you ſuch ſtories, and ſee whether any thing like 
« want appears about them, Perhaps they mean that 
* the populace is diſſatisfied, becaule they cannot lire 
in ſuch luxury, as they do themſelves. If they really d 
« want, way do not their compaſſionate advocates aft 
„ them out of their abundance, without appiying 9 
« your majeſty? Are you only to ſuffer for the want 


Jof the people? Muſt your glory, your honout be 
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« given up, to fave the ſuperfluous wealth of your nt * 
« bles? The very thought is treaion ; and no loy! Wh 

« ſubject would harbour it himſelf, much leſs prehume ter ſ 
« to ſuggeſt it to your majeſty. Every one who men bled 

tions peace till your enemies are humbled, andal whi 
«« your great deſigns accomplithed, 15 a traitor to yo « 

% intereſt and glory?“ | to tl 

„But if I continue the war, (ſaid the king) hoy who 

« can l be ſure of better ſucceſs than J have met vil 0 

« hitherto?” | pliſh 

Change the perſons who have the conduct of the thei 

« war (anſwered her ladyſhip, who had now datt dera 

« him to the point the wanted) and never doubt of erf 

« ſycces. You have hitherto employed the nobiü dim 

« who look upon the command of fleets and armes von 

„ their birth-right, and conſequently take no pas RG, re 
* acquire that military knowledge which alone g'\*Wnaue 


e« juſt title to command, and promiſes ſucceſs; E 
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« on any misfortune, though evidently occaſioned by 
« their own errors, grow weary of the war, and adviſe 
« peace. I would remove them all, and employ only 
« thoſe who have given inſtances of merit equal to ſuch 
« a truſt; and who having no dependence but upon 
« your majeſty's favour, ſhall omit nothing poſſible to 
u obtain it; nor, when their own ambition is ſatisfied, 
« jnſolently preſume to adviſe your majeſty to ſacrifice 
« your glory to their eaſe.” = 
« But where (replied he) ſhall 1 find ſuch perſons ? I 
« know of none.” 
« There are enough, (returned ſhe) if your majeſty 
« pleaſes to make uſe of their ſervice. I myſelf could 
gt this very time name both a general and an admiral, 
for whoſe ſucceſs I would be ſecurity to your majeſ- 
ty: and as to your revenues being exhauſted, and 
© your parliament uneaſy, I have juſt now been talk- 
Ling with a counſellor, who undertakes to make the 
latter as implicitly ſubmiſſive to your will as you can 
© defire: as I alſo know a farmer, who will make no 
' excuſes of the people's incapacity to pay your majeſty's 
taxes. All the difficulties which thoſe peace-makers 
talk ſo much of are owing ſolely to their own miſ- 
management; and they are unfaithful ſervants, who 
make ſo many obſtacles to obeying your commands. 
When the proud lazy nobles fee that you can be bet- 
ter ſerved without them, their inſolence will be hum- 
bled, and they will ſtrive to merit the employments 
which now they in a manner demand as their due.” 
* Well! (faid the king, who was now worked u 
to the proper pitch) be it ſo then. Let thoſe people 


whom you ſpeak of be employed. I am reſolved 


| will hear no more of peace, till I have accom- 
Pliſhed my deſigns. I will not ſubmit my will to 
. s, nor poſtpone my glory to ſuch mean conſi- 
derations.“ — Then riſing from his chair in a heat, 
expreſſed ſeveral ſentiments of magnanimity and 
roiſm, as he walked about the room, till, cooling 
1 his paſſion, he ſunk into his former ſerenity, 
s 5 to his chair, took a nap, to dream of 
huelts and glory, to Qmpoſe his ſpirits for his 

dinner; 
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dinner; while his miſtreſs diſpatched a billet u 
the cardinal, to let him know that ſhe had ſettled eyer 
thing, and he might give their ſeveral commiſſions i 
the perſons ſhe had appointed in the morning, 
„By what deſpicable agents (aid I to myſelf, tym 
© ing away in diſguſt) does Heaven work the mg 
* dreadful events! How weak is the thread by whic 
&« a mighty people are guided ! At length I ſee thi 


Strue 
had la 
al joy 
o pleal 
he ma! 
im. ! 


o find 


ben it 


* myſtery of favouritiſm. To leave the mind ab re in 
lutely at eaſe, watch its ruling paſſions, and, with reateſt 
„out ſeeming to have any thing elſe in view, artſy P22": 


The 
mother 
ſt at t 
ene as 


«© ſuggeſt the objects of one's own defigns, as thi 
«© means of their gratification. My fſcul is fick of tie 
& and folly. Pl ſeek relief in that happy land whe! 
« a free people is governed by a king who is lime 


ce free, before ſuch manifold abuſes of the bleſſings had Ia 
*, Heaven, as have for. ſome time engroſſed my atten layed t 
* tion, make me hate my own nature, and abſure th pit, | 
© name of man.” - Say ing this, | wiſhed myſelf dire The 
into England. | 4 1 
255 T agemer 
C HAP. XV. . 
The ſcene changed. A pleaſing proſpect ſuddenly vero * 
An eaſy way to get rid of a wrangler ; with a cini 5 ac 
table pla iſter for a breten head. He that throws d . 
always fouls his fingers. A : a 
N my arrival in England, T found myſelf near! ny 
I ſeat of a nobleman of the firſt rank, in that pal F f 
of the iſland which lay next to France, not bal "hr 
thought of any particular place when I wwi/:d mH 1 . 
from thence. 1 „ 37 
The largeneſs of the houſe, and the flouriſhing 3 
dition of the extenſive demeſne around. it, ſheyed! ® - 
wealth of the owner; as the ſmile of content n 
faces of his tenants proved his, generoſity and ju "hu 
Induſtry procured plenty, and liberty ſweetened a ny * = 


os |: 


ſame time that it ſecured enjoyment. 


diruck with the contraſt between this, and the ſcene 
ad lately ſeen, I ſhared ſympathetically in the gene” 
al joy; and in the honeſt pride of my heart reſolved 
pleaſe myſelf with taking a more particular view of 
be man whoſe virtues diffuſed ſuch happineſs around 
m. But what was my ſurprize and difappointment, 
o find the proſpect overcaſt where I expected to have 
ken it brighteſt! In his own. family, and where his 
Lore immediate preſence ſhould have operated with the 
reateſt force, ambition had baniſhed harmony, and 
viſoned every breaſt with animoſity and rancour. 
The flames of this diſſention, which had long been 
mothered, burſt out with the moſt ridiculous violence, 
| at the time I entered. Though ſuch a domeſtic 
ene as this was a deſcent from thoſe great ones which 
had lately been engaged in obſerving ; yet, as it diſ- 
layed the inconſiſtency of the human heart in a new 
ght, | thought it merited my attention. 
The occaſion of the breach was this: One of the 
rds agents, who, by the activity and ſanguineneſs of 
s temper, had in a manner engroſſed the whole ma- 
azement of his maſter's affairs, had taken it in his head 
b go to law with one of the principal gentlemen in the 
ignbournood, from an apprehenſion that he intended 
) take the part of a couſin of his, with whom his lord- 
Ip had had a long ſuit for encroaching upon his fide of 
e common. BY * 
The agent had conducted this ſuit with equal judg- 
| nag 
ent and ſucceſs, and at a very great expence, (for it 
as not his diſpoſition to ſtarve any cauſe he took in 
and,) foiled his adverſary in all his attempts, and not 
ly recovered from him the places he had unjuſtly poſ- 
ſed himſelf of, but alſo obtained ſeveral decrees for 
Its, by which he turned him out of ſo many other 
ts of his eſtate, that he had not left him a penny to 
© an attorney to carry on the ſuit any longer, though 
3 and litigious temper would not permit him to 
ve it up. 
Matters were in this ſituation, when the agent pro- 
fed filing a bill direQly againft the couſin, who (he 
he had received undoubted intelligence) had — 
| | Tiere 
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tered into a private agreement with the other to ſur 


ly him with money to go on with his law-ſuit, ; that | 
aſſiſt him alſo with his intereſt to recover his 1 and 
This was a direct breach of a former agreement betwes part 
him and his lordſhip, by which he had oblized hinge 
not to meddle in the diſpute at all ; the agent was fe 2 
falling upon him without any ceremony, alledging, th ord | 
it was much better to be plaintiff than defendant in an OP 
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ſuit; as muſt certainly be their caſe if they were ge 
before- hand with the other, who was at that very jj 
preparing to attack them, as appeared by ſeveral ly 
inſtances of his behaviour. = 

To this propoſal his lordſhip did not think proper 
give a determinate anſwer, till he ſhould confult ui 
the reſt of his tenants and ſervants ; as by their lerſ 
they were all bound to defray the expences of any ly 
which were for the general good of the eſtate. þ 
when the agent acquainted them with his deſign, thoug 


he ſupported it with very ſtrong reaſons, and whi ali 
in the ſequel proved to be well founded, they weres eh 
of a different opinion, and faid, it would be very in © 4 
prudent to intangle themſelves in a new diſpute befq ec 
they were out of the old, eſpecially as they were alrea hie 
at a greater expence than they could well hear. TR 
The agent, whoſe temper was too warm to bro per, 
oppoſition, without any reſpect to his maſter's preſen oppc 
flew into a violent paſſion, and called them a parce on n. 
poor-ſpirited trimming fellows, who would loſe a po mag 
to ſave a penny They were not behind-hand wih pabbe 
in abuſe, but ſaid, that he was a hot-headed bez -.n. 
upſtart, who, having no fortune of his own to The 
cared not what expence or danger he drew others eaſl 
The lord thought it but juſt, in ſuch a cafe win 

to follow the opinion of the majority, and We da w. 
rejected the agent's propoſal. But he did not gi 28 
up on that account; but reſolved to try anothe Hm ot. 
thod, by which he did not doubt of carrying hs pulls, t 
The great ſucceſs with which he had managed e ears 
- maſter's buſineſs ever ſince he had been employed, bis 
made him ſuch a favourite with the tenants, and gl g like 
him beſide ſo great a conſequence in his o © Wn, ; 


e; th 
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tat be thought his lordſhip could not do without him, 
and would therefore ſubmit to any thing rather than 
bart with him. Full of this opinion, he went to him 
ext morning, and giving him up his keys, in a kind 
pet, told him, he was ſorry he could not ſerve his 
rdſhip any longer, as he thought proper to prefer other 
xople's advice to his. 

His lordſhip, as if he had been prepared for the thing, 
ceived the keys very calmly ; and telling him he was 
Iſo ſorry to loſe ſo good an agent, diſmiſſed him moſt 
politely, with thanks for his paſt ſervices. | 

This was a ſtroke the other was not prepared for. 
| e ſtood thunder-ftruck for ſome moments; then, 
i urſting into a flood of tears, kiſſed his lordſhip's hand 
aſſonately, and, declaring himſelf overcome by ſuch 
odneſs, ſaid, he was ready to ſpend the laſt hour of 
s life in the ſervice of ſo kind a maſter. The con- 
kquence of this he thought would have been, that his 
rdſhip would directly return him his keys, and rein- 
ate him in his employment, for he was far enough 
rom deſigning to reſign it: but he found himſelf diſap- 
pntcd in this alſo. The lord, much as he valued him 
his abilities and honeſty, both of which were un- 
neltionable, had for ſome time felt the warmth of his 
mper, not without uneaſineſs, and was glad of fo fair 
opportunity of getting rid of a fervant who had ſhew- 
on many occaſions, as well as this, that he meant to 
maſter ; not doubting but he had others in his family 
_— of managing his affairs with equal fidelity and 
gment. | 

The fituation of the late agent on this occaſion may 
 ealily conceived. He retired to his own houſe, and 
rowing himſelf on his bed, gave his mind up to the 
oft mortiſying reflections. But what he felt from his 
u thoughts was nothing to the vexation he received 
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* * wage Such an affair cuuld not in the nature ue 
ol - © ms, kept a ſecret. The moment it came to 
5 ab of his relations and dependants, that he had 
wr i Arms they all flocked about him, croak- 
nike lo many ravens about a carrion: ſome of them 


N en ein 80 * ' 22 
| ' ing impertinent queſtions, others giving abſurd ad- 


©; this upbraiding him with his raſhneſs, that ac- 
| cuſing 


would not join in; and, conſequently, that their nk 
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cuſing his maſter of ingratitude; and all lament;ns the 


diſappointment of the hopes they had built on his fl th 
vour, till their noiſe and nonſenſe quite turned the pc 0 ch 
man's head ; the conſequence of which was. that in hi 1 b 
delirium he wrote a letter to the clerk of the pariſh tis u 
which he was to read at the veſtry, giving as a reaſy 44 
for his throwing up his employment, that his [org crier D 
truly would no longer to ſubmit to be guided by hu bela 
and therefore he did not think proper to ſerve hin vas ih 
1 had fo 
T his effectually clinched the affair. If his nate tdem: 
had even been inciined to over look wat had paiſed erer cc 
take him into his ſervice again, the folly and inſolenced But 
this letter put it out of his power; as it would hany from h 
been plainly acknowledging, that he reſigned bim bants { 
abſolutely to his guidance. N be {act 
Ihe late agent's enemies did not fail to exagperafMnina, 
this unaccountable conduct in the moſt malicious man Wil 
ner ; but his lord viewed it in another light, and jul Mmincir 
imputing it to madneſs, not only took no notice of ther o 
but alſo, to comfort him in his d iſtreſs generouſly g broses 
him an annuity ſufficient to ſupport him in the rank bad tie 
a gentleman, expreſsly as a reward for his pat ſe vice es c. 
and wrote a letter with his own hand to is wite, u bund 
was an high-ſpirited dame, and came from à god pack 
mily, in which he ſoothed her vanity, by paying rg bl: 
the compliment of calling her a lady who, 
Though this act of bounty proceeded merely fue 
the generoſity of his lordſhip's heart, the eneues ames 
the late agent gave it a very different turn. Tie age 
ceſs which the latter had had in his buſineſs, and e! 
ſanguine profeſſions of regard for the intereſt of tel as Ni 
nants, had won hinf their confidence and favour ei, 
a degree, that they immediately looked upon h's e. 


up his employment as a ſign that there was d 
ſchemes o their diſadvantage in meditation, which g 


reſts would be betrayed, and the law-ſuit which he! 
conducted with ſo much credit, and brought alli 
an happy concluſion, at ſo great an expence, patch 
up in a paultry manner, and all the money loſt. 1 
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To leſſen him, therefore, in the opinion of the po- 
pulace, was conſidered as the moſt effectual method to 
top their clamours, and diſable him from making miſ- 
chief between them and lis lordſhip's ſervants. . For 
this purpoſe, to make the news of his having got the 
nauity ſoon enough and ſufficiently known, the town- 
crier proclaimed it at the market croſs; and it was im- 
nediately infinuated, with the greateſt induſtry, that it 
was the price of his boaſted regard to the tenants ; that 
had ſold his influence over them, and engaged to make 
them approve any meaſure his lordſhip pieaſed, how- 
ever contrary to thetr intereſt and honour. 


£0 Bat though this ruined his conſequence, it was far 
a from having all the effect that was expected. The te- 
mel nants ſeemed reſolved co think that their intereſt was to 


be ſacrificed, becauſe the perſon who ſucceeded to the 
management of his lordſhip's bufineſs was not unme- 
dately of their own chuſing; and therefore, inſtead of 
minding their work, and going to plough and cart, as 
they ought to do, they ſpent their time tippling in ale- 
houſes, and railing at the new agent, even before he 
had time to do any thing that ſhould thew whether he 
was capable of the buſineſs or not; and for fear this 
bunour ſhould cool, ſome miſchief-making folks hired 
a pack of ballad-ſingers, to go about the ſtreets ſing- 
Ing black-guard ſongs of the agent and all his friends 
who, to return the compliment, got as ſcurrilous a 


ce as the others, who threw dirt and called foul 
e A emes as faſt as they, for their lives: fo that the whole 
9 lage was in an uproar; and any ſtranger, who ſhould 
(1 08 


pave heard both ſides, muſt have conctuded, that there 
a not a man in the pariſh who was not a beggarly, 
uly, lying, pickpocket, vagabond, cheat, and ſcoun- 


rel. 


rt 1 CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVI. hat, he 
5 | hich | 
A receipt for popularity. Turn a caft-horſe t5 graze | pwn, by 
a common. The old fleward acts the ſecond bim ver 
to the agent's farce. An hint by the bye. Ki The 

| haved, 
T HE lord, whoſe own good nature made nb 
wiſh to live in harmony with all the world * lpecial 
greatly vexed at ſuch ſcandalous wrangling thus unde end 
his noſe ; not that he knew it all either: the e ich! 
agent, who from a long acquaintance had a pariigy hs dot 
lar influence over him, let him hear no more of it t N dp 
he thought proper, contriving to keep every one fron be but 
him who ſhould ſay a word which he did not didae d Tha 
ſo that his lordſhip was made to believe, that all He. 
diſturbance and abuſe came irom the other fide, an adrefſi 
was levelled at him, as well as his {crvants. | (ett 
Though all the ſervants were glad ot the late agen mad 
diſgrace, in hopes of ſharing ſome part of that poue The 
which he had engroſſed fo entirely to himſelf, that the lis ſpec 
were no more than meer cyphers in the family, the on Pe. 1 
who rejoiced moſt openly, was the old ſteward. culat 
He had been many years a faithful ſervant, to bat Ove 
beſt of his knowledge and abilities, to his lordihip's lh ©** f 
| mily ; and though he was never thought to be ſo cle eward! 
headed or reſolute in the management of affairs as 
late agent, yet he was very uſeful in ſome things A 
had made a conſiderable party among the tenants, se 
this lord's father when he came firſt to the eſtate, ved tc 
which he was apprehenſive of having his title dipuef ©" 
by the generous manner in which he gave his beef al ther h: 
beer among them; for he was very well to pals in i Bur, 
world, and never failed to treat the mcb with a boi b lord 
and a barrel of ſtingo every now-and- then; by wild e old 
means he alſo won their hearts ſo, that he had a! ad MY 
a party among the pariſhioners, to chooſe what "nc; of v 
he bade them; ſo that he was able to carry a") PN” mo 
he pleaſed at the veſtry, which, to do him. juſtice, # We 
ever what his lordſhip directed. a 
By this extravagant way of living, it is true, he i *"h 
gone behind hand a good deal ; but he never md ww 
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bat, he had ſtill ſomething left; and the ſtewardſhip, 
dich he had had ſo long that he looked upon it as his 
wo, brought him in a good penny beſide, that enabled 
tim very well to live on at his old rate. 
The imperious manner in Which the late agent be- 
Lived, had made: the ſteward long wiſh to be rid of 
zm; but be did not know how to bring it about; and, 
ſpecially at this time, he would not even attempt it, 
or fear of giving any binderance to his lord's affairs, 
rhick the other managed ſo well: but when he ſaw it 
hus done to his hand he could not contain his joy, but 
n up and down to every ſervant in the houſe, from 
be butler to the ſcullion, poking his noſe in their faces, 
nd ſhaking hands with them on their happy deliver- 
dee. Coming among the reſt to the new agent, and 
adreſſing him in the ſame manner, My good friend, 
(returned the latter dryly) take care. Do not run 
* mad with joy to-day, nor with grief to-morrow.” 
The ſteward's heart was too full to take notice of 
his ſpeech now, but he underſtood it when it was too 
ate. J have obſerved that the new agent was in par- 
cular favour with his lord. Though getting rid of 
hat over-bearing wrangler was a great point gained, 
was far from being all that he had in view. The 
ewardſhip was the thing he had fixed his heart upon. 
was the firſt place in rank in the ſervice, and, by 
e command of the caſh, gave a power of every 
ing to one who had ſpirit toexert it; which he was re- 
ed to do to the utmoſt extent, and not be encroach- 
d upon and brow-beaten by any under-ſervant, as the 


j 


ther had been. Prey 1 
une hut, though he was ſure of getting the place from 

s lord when it ſhould be vacant, the long ſervices of 
e old Reward, and the intereſt which his hoſpitality 


aun d acquired him among the tenants, from the wealthi- 


fc" of whom be had always found means to borrow 
y pul money his lord wanted, till the rents came in, 
2 Jade him think it neceſſary to proceed with addreſs, 


zeiting him turned off. For this reaſon he paid him 
common compliments, and let him go on juſt as he 
eaſed, in expeCtation of his doing ſomething, now 
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un into the agency, who dared not to diſobey his or- 
Jers in any thing. | | 

lu is not eaſy to deſcribe the old ſteward's aftoniſh- 
ent at ſuch an unexpected ſtroxe. However, he pre- 
reed the dignity of his character much better than the 
te agent had done; for when he waited upon his 
ordihip, to give him up his keys, & c. he made no mean 
mempts to recover his favour and keep his place; and 
rhen the lord, in the goodneſs of his heart, offered him 
n znnuity alſo, being unwilling that he ſhould want in 
s ond days, he refuſed it with diſdain, declaring it 
ould never be ſaid, that old True-penny, who had 
ſpent ſo many pounds.in good beef and ſtrong beer, 


paultry annuity at laſt.” | | 
Such a return for his labour and expence ſhould 
ave been ſufficient to open his eyes to the folly he had 
ken ſo Jong guilty of, and have taught him to live 
ruzally and quietly the remainder of his days; but 
he habit had taken too faſt hold on him to be ever 
aken off, The moment he went home to his own 
vuſe, he gathered all his old pot-companions and 
encher-friends about him, and fell to carouſing as 
or ens, flattering himſelf with a fooliſh hope, that they 
ould Rand ſo firmly by him at the next veſtry, that his 
„od ſhould note be able to have his buſineſs done, and 
terefore muſt be glad to give him his place again. 
While he ſquandered away the remains of his 
ale bltance in this idle manner, and his new friend the 
te agent (for ſociety in diſgrace had united them) 
u brooding over his reſentment, and meditating 
bemes of revenge, the new ſteward was far from 


edeceſſor, who had ſo long thought himſelf as firmly 
ed as man could be, was a warning to him; and 
I0ugh he took all poſſible care to ſecure himſelf, by 
ing every place in the family down to the very 
able-boy, with his dependants, and letting no, body, 
| have obſerved before, come near his lord, who he 


as every moment farmed new dangers to torment 
| | him; 


. 2 
2 — - 


in his lordſhip's ſervice, was glad to take up with a 


ing his triumph in happineſs. The fall of his 


as pot ſatisfied was abſolutely in his intereſt, yet his | 
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bim; and he could not ſee his lord ſinile upon the ef 
devoted friend he had in the world, without feclin 
jealouſy of having his own arts played upon hinf:t 
and being ſupplanted 1n his turn as he had lupplant 
the others. | 

However groundleſs theſe fears were at fir, th 
ſoon threatened to realize the dangers which were on 
of their own creation. That openneſs and paiety 
temper, which firſt gained him his lordſhip's fayoy 
gave place to gloomy ſilence and reſerve ; and the uni 
verſal bene volence and philanthrophy which gave ine 
ſiſtible charms to his converſation, and commanded th 
eſteem of every good mind, were ſcured into jealoy 
en vy, and ſuſpicion, that ſickened at the mention of 
virtuous action. 


CHAP. XVI. 
An holiday, and a jolly day. A ſumptuous feaſt, and 


raree-fſhow. 
| 4 
OO many ſucceſſive inſtances of folly, which coil 
thus poiſon a profuſion of happineſs, and tur 
into miſery, filled me with the moſt melancholy 
flections; but I was ſoon diverted from them, by lon 
thing of a leſs ſerious nature. 

The conſtable of the village in which the lo 
houſe ſtood, in conformity to old cuſtoms, made a ie 
at this time for his lordſhip and his whole family, ! 
which he ſent them a ſoleinn invitation by the parl 
officers. Such a ſcene promiſed ſome anwſcment! 
leaſt. I therefore returned with the officers who h 
come upon this important errand, deſirous to {cell 
whole proceſs of ſo extraordinary an affair. 

As the feaſt was to be given at the joint expencel 
the village, the principal inhabitants had aſſembled 
the conſtable's houſe, and were fitting over a pots 
beer, waiting for the return of thoſe who had been fo 
with the invitation: though the whole was a thing! 
courſe, their anxiety was ſo great that not che! 


them could ſpeak a word till their arrival; te 


Wo 
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ent they entered the room, all the reſt laid down their 
ines, adjuſted their perriwigs, and wriggling their 
ir nearer to the table, liſtened. to the account with 
en mouths, and looks of the profoundeſt ſagacity. 
« Well, gentlemen, (faid the conſtable, who fat in 
an arm-chair to ſhew his authority) ſince his lordſhip 
has condeſcended to accept of our invitation, we 
houid take care that every thing is prepared in the 
beſt manner for his reception. There will be many 
things wanted to make a proper appearance on ſuch 
an occaſion; and no one would ſtop at a trifling ex- 
pence, eſpecially as the money will be laid out among 
ourſelves.” | | bs: | 
This ſpeech opened every mouth in the room at once, 
We ſhall all want new. cloaths,” cried the taylor. 
© New ſhoes,” —ſaid the: ſhoe-maker. 
New ſtockings,” —ſaid the hoſter, 
„New wigs,” —ſaid the barber. 
Our horſes muſt be ſhoed,” —ſaid the farrier. 
Our houſes repaired,” —ſaid the bricklayer. 
„Our chimneys ſwept,” — ſaid the chimney- 
ſweeper. | 3 | 
coul „Our vaults emptied,” ſaid the night man. 
urn „We muſt have a ſermon.”—ſaid the curate, 
ly A ſpeech,” —faid the veſtry clerk. 
lor “A vomit, in caſe of repletion,” —ſaid the doctor. 
i Aclyſter,” — ſaid the apothecary. 
A coffin,” — ſaid the undertaker. In ſhort, 
ry perſon preſent aſſerted the want of ſomething in 
own way, to make the entertainment compleat ; 
the leſs neceſſary it was, the louder: they roared. 
When they had all bauled themſelves hoarſe, and the 
able, by repeated thumps with his: fiſt upon the 
le, obtained leave to ſpeak,  ** Silence, gentlemen 
aid he) we ſhall never do any thing at this rate; 
ou are all for providing other things before we 
| 2 5 upon the victuals. Let us ſettle about 
em brit.” DT | 


his word raiſed a tumult, ten times greater than 


and 


| lord 
a lea 
plly, 
parl! 
nent 
vho be 

{ee Il 


pence 
nbled 
3 pot 
een le 


Ing. f no 
* former z. every one in the room roaring out at once 
1 : 1 particular diſh, either that it was his trade to 
ns de, or which he was fond of himſelf. 
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The butcher bawled out, - beef. 
The Poulterer, —fowls.—— . 
The fiſhmonger,—fiſh. 
—* A turtle,” — ſaid an alderman. * 
© A ragou,” — ſqueaked a Frenchman, 4 c : 
Pickled herrings,” —belched Mynheer. ph 
Potatoes,”—cried an Iriſhman, 
An haggis, —ſaid a Scot. | hy 
— © -Leek-pottage,” — ſputtered Taffy. In a word £ E's 
they all raiſed their voices with ſuch vehemence, ng ſmoal 
one attending to what another ſaid, that ſince th there 
building of Babel, there was not ſuch a ſcene of con watt 
fion. 5 | 1 
At length, the conteſt grew ſo high that they we gan 
juſt ready to fall together by the ears, when the c bred 1 
ſtable, who fat all the while fretting his guts to fill prope 
ſtrings at this interruption of his ſpeech, which M opinie 
looked upon as an inſult, to his authority, put a flop nnd! 
the whole tumult by an accident. * Fire and fu Wi 
„ (exclaimed he, .raifing his voice as loud as ever ih fon w 
„,was able) are you all mad?” 1 great 
The word fire, which was all. they attended to, fe office 
them with affright, They thought the houſe was keep a 
fire, and repeating the cry with equal vehemence, thefMWalſo h: 
overturned the table, ſpilled the beer, and tumble matter 
over one another, made the beſt af their way out. bo k 
As ſoon as they were undeceived, they, returned n houſes 
the room, and having recovered themſelves a little M ece e 
the help of a freſh ſupply from the ale. houſe, the co body, 
ſtable, compoſing himſelf into proper dignity, reſuniWervan 
his ſpeech: I fay, gentlemen, (ſaid be) that, if e thi 
0 on in this manner, it is impoſſible for us to cone wh: 
© duR this affair with due decorum. We had belt ode, 
chuſe out à ſet of us who underſtand theſe mates) bu 
to agree upon what is proper; and becauſe there nd; 
ebe a great many things wanted beſie victuals in.“ 
drink, that no buſineſs ſhould be overlooked, it his el 
be right, to have one of every trade choſen, and (Tt fro 
there can be no miſtakes Wi 
This motion was univerſally approved, and act 
ingly they proceeded directly to make the choice; enſior 


in this 1 
on as b 
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" this they were very near falling into as great confuſi- 
in as before, every one being ambitious of the honour, 
Itlength, however, and with difficulty, it was ſettled ; 
und then the ſelected few withdrew to the next ale- 
uſe, to conſult undiſturbed upon the affair. 

When they were ſeated and had ſmoaked a whiff or 


ce was one of the number, opened their deliberati- 
s. Gentlemen, (faid he, puffing out a pillar of 
ſmoak) 1 believe l may ſay, without vanity, that 
there is no one in this company who underſtands theſe 
watters better than I do; I keep a good houſe myſelf, 
an hot joint every day, and roaſt and boiled, both, on 


oo Sundays ; beſide, my wife, it is well known, was 
0 bred up in a gentleman's family, and there learned 2 
| proper notion of doing things genteely. It is my 
hi opinion, therefore, that you leave the hole to me, 
0 1 and | will prevail upon her to give me advice. 

uy © With your leave, Mr. conſtable, (anſwered a per- 
bn who fat oppoſite to him, and heard him out with 


great impatience) though it be your luck to be in 
office this year, there are others in the.pariſh who 
reep as good houſes as you; and I believe my dame 
alſo has as good an opportunity of knowing theſe 
1blo fy matters as another: I ſerve two or three gentlemen 
bo keep French cooks, and ſhe never goes to their 
dig houſes with goods, that ſhe does not learn ſome new 
tle NM iece of cookery from them; for ſhe is a well ſpoken 
e cu body, and always aſked to fit down among the upper 
uwe ervants; and then ſhe is fo fond of practiſing what 
if e thus picks up, that l hardly ever Abs the name 
0 conf! what I eat ; but ſhe tells me they are quite the 
ode, and fo 1 ſubmit ;z though in truth, I cannot 
att Wy but J ſhould often prefer a cut of honeſt old Eng- 
- wi x in my opinion there is nothing beats roaſt fir- 
115 ant Join.“ 8 1 

his eloquent ſpeech was followed by one as elo- 
t from every one preſent, declaring his own ability 
this important affair, and putting in his claim to it. 
acc "gth, when all ſaw that no one would give up his 
e flions to another, they came to an agreement, that 


vo, to ſettle their heads, the conſtable, who by his 
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ach ſhould draw a bill of fare according to his taſte an 
judgment, out of which they imagined they ſhould c | 
tainly be able to make a proper choice. 9 


upon 
the la 
fours 


Accordingly, they all went to work ; and the: 
which flowed _ cvery mouth, while ri A 2 
writing, proved with what candour they et down ² ulli 
things they liked beſt, and how glad they ſhould he (WM ntter! 
eat them. a : tolling 
The bills of fare, produced upon this occaſion old F. 
ſhewed that the Epgliſh were not degenerated, in tei Cern. 
ſtomachs at leaſt, from their mighty anceſtors. Buttoc:M travel 
upon buttocks, and firloins without number, — Legs cates, 
pork, and ſaddles of mutton. —— Fillets of veal an hard 
flitches of bacon, — Hams by the dozen, and fowls and p. 
the groce. — Flocks of geeſe, and droves of turket te tal 
.— In ſhort, the quantities of meat, when the bi count: 
were all read over together, turned the ſtomach of ei fabio 
one preſent, and made them readily, accept the propoꝗii made, 
of the man of the houſe, who undextook to furniſh o bealth 
a magniſicent feaſt, if they would leave the whole t No! 
him. This great point being thus happily ſettled, the than t 
ſettled their ſtomachs alſo with a glaſs of right conaq , preſen 
and then retired to their reſpective homes, to give tei batte: 
wives an account of theſe important tranſactions, had a 
The fuſs which was raiſed among the females up et ne 
this occaſion, is not to be deſcribed. All their finer ablure 
was immediately drawn forth, and examined; and the reſpe 
ſuch conſultations, and diſputes with one goſſop or a — 
ther; ſuch a clatter with mantua-makers, and milk 
ners, putting lappets to this, and flounces to that, a 
tering and turning, to. ſet all things in order for mak 
a proper appearance. before my lord and my lady, tit yg 
every houſe in the whole village was a ſcene of fit 4 7 
and diſtraction, from that till.the day of the feaſt; mi * 9 
ny a poor tradeſman facrificing more than a year's Pl 46x 


fit of his-buſineſs to his wife's vanity. Not that1l 
huſbands entirely neglected to adorn themſelves eite 
but as their wives care was chiefly about their tal 
theirs was confined to their heads, upon which eie 
one heaped a bundle of grey hairs, as an emblem 


his wiſdom and experience, more huge than ever 8 
| ; g N II 
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apon the oldeſt goat in Gilead; he that peeped out of 
the largeſt fleece, thinking he cut the moſt reſpectabie 
ure, | f 
ber the feaſt, the ale-houfe-man was not à me. 
ment at a loſs in providing it. He had formerly been 
ſcullon to a gentleman's kitchen, ſo that be was no! 
ntterly unacquainted himſelf with the. naſty ways of 
tolling up nice diſhes : and now, with the help of an 
old French coman who ſold Bef-4-al-mode th a celiar, a 
German who made Bologna ſauſages, and a Few who 
travelled about the country with ginger-bread and cheeſe. 
tales, he made up a ſufficient number of thing with 
hard names, to fatisfy the vanity of the entertainers, 


ani | ; | | : | 
„end poiſon all their gueſts, had they been fools enough 
en i tails them 3 baniſhing the wholeſome victuals of the 


country to the tables of the fervants, as coarſe and un- 
ger aſhionable ; and giving nothing in the way that God 
made, or nature required it, for nouriſhment and 


beach. 1 | 
1 Nor were the decorations leſs elegant and grand 
den than the feaſt. As every trade in the pariſh had a re- 


ade preſentative in the ſet, to whom the management of 
matters was committed, it may be thought that they 
had a proper underſtanding among themſelves, and did 
wt negle& any article, however unneceſſary and even 
abiurd, which could poſſibly be foiſted in to ſwell their 
reſpeQtive bills. = | | 


and 1 5 


t, al | CHAP. Num. 


e Impreſſes quaint capariſons, and foreds; 

* Baſes, and tinſel trappings ; gorgeous knights, 

* Then marſhall'd feaſt | | 

* Jerv'd up in ball, with ſewers and ſeneſchals.” 


of length the much wiſhed-for day arrived. Words 
are too weak to convey an idea of the noiſe, 
eo "ty, and confuſion, which reigned through the whole 
on age; it ſeemed as if chaos was come again, The 
ſtreets, the lanes, the tops of the houſes, were filled with 
vp Zaping crouds, who left their houſes, at the firſt dawn 

| Logs ef 


J went with the croud, and took my ſtation in the 
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of the morning, to ſecure the moſt convenient places 
where they might ſtand faſting all day, to ſee other; 80 


that no 
ypon n 


to a feaſt in the afternoon. Nor were the happy few ew! 
who were admitted to the envied honour of ſeeing ben ens 
eat, more provident. The thought of ſuch a gh ©? 
took away their appetites ; and befides, they could not with 
ſpare a moment, from the important work of dreſſing, . here 
to take the leaſt refreſnment. | and 
Tired of ſuch complicated folly, I turned to his lord. “ mol 
ſhip's houſe, to fee in what light he, and his atten. “ eve 
dants, looked upon this grand affair. My former know. 1h 
ledge of his natural good ſenſe made me judge that he es. 
was above being infected with ſuch abſurdities. I was before 
not deceived. He looked with pity upon the extra- my 
gance and folly of his tenants, at the fame time that“ ſen 
he received every teſtimony of their attachment win“ and 
pleaſure. But his ſervants were far enough from being WM! ©? 
ſo cool. The paſſion for ſeeing, and being ſeen, raged "is. 
as viotently in them as in the villagers themſelves, and i bebele 
produced effects to the full as ridiculous. racy. 
When it was time for his lordſhip to go to this grand WI 
feaſt, he was ſummoned by a. proceſſion, from the WW 8*=": 
village, who came to wait upon him. The extra. w. 
gancies ſhewn upon this occaſion exceed deſcription ; , h 
devices without deſign, antics and emblems, deſtitute of l Fa 
meaning, humour, or ingenuity, led the van; aſe: nil. nel 
fur d goxons, and lambs in paſte- board armour, march- 1 th 
ed lovingly together. Fools, from the hand of natur, for 
dropp'd their broad ſneers, and grin'd as ſavages ; in wh 
word, every guiſe, that folly could put on, without Bn “ 
even attempting to mimick reaſon, made up the moticy . Pa 
cavalcade and kept the croud agape. Sn. 
When they had expoſed themſclves in this manner Bp lie 
through the whole village, they uſhered their gu. % 


into the place appointed for their entertainment, wet 
they were marſhalled according to their different ranks. 
place from whence J could moſt convenient|y ſee al 
that paſſed, 
The numbers of every age, ſex, and rank, which] 


ſaw around me, preſented ſuch a complicated on 
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at notwithſtanding the extraordinary powers conferred 
upon me by my guide, my eyes were dazzled, my head 
rew giddy, and | was unable to view it with that diſ- 
loctneſs which alone could give me pleaſure; I hung 
down my head, diſappointed and abaſhed, and ſwelling 
with. an hopeleſs ſigh, O that J had my kind guide 
8 here now (ſaid I) to deliver me from this confuſion 
4 and diſtreſs, by directing my attention to the objects 
a moſt worthy of it, and enabling. me to overlook 
« every thing elſe as he did before.” _ 7 

| had ſcaree uttered theſe words, when raiſing my 
eyes, I ſaw, to my inexpreſſible joy, my guide ſtanding 
before me. I heard- your wiſh (ſaid he, finiling ar 
my ſurprize) and am come to gratify it. I fee your 
© ſenſes fink under the preſſure of ſuch a multitude, 
„and variety of objects“ — Saying this, he touched 
my eyes once more with his wand, when inſtantly the 
miſts which ſwam before them were diſpelled, and I 
beheld all things with the greateſt-clearneſs and accu- 
yr | TT, ES 
When I had indulged my curioſity for ſome time in 
gazing idly round me. The ſcene before you {(fzid 
my guide): is a juſt repreſentatioa of the world in 
" which you are. This truly may be called, The 
* Faradiſe of Fools. You have ſeen with what eager- 
” neſs and pains theſe people prepared themſelves for 
* this great occaſion 3. with what anxiety they panted 
for the arrival of this moment; and you now ſee to 
* whata wiſe end! In ſuch purſuits is the life of mam 
in general, conſumed.. He looks forward to ſome 
particular object, paints it in the colours moſt pleaſ- 
* ing to his imagination; and then, full of the idea, 
© ſights the enjoyment of every. thing.elſe, and fixes 
“ his happineſs on the attainment of this ; but when 
he has ſucceeded, when that for which he fo lon 
1 ſighed. ſo eagerly laboured, is at length. in his — 
| ſeſſion, his wiſhes are as unſatisfied as ever, and he 
nds it is no more than gaping at a- feafl, which 

others are eating. 


ich] + The perſons who compoſe this eroud are princi- 
ele, pally the inhabitants of the village, and the ſervants 
that and attendants of the lord and his lady. The diffe- 
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intrude into each other's. provinces without diſſine 


fine as ladies; while gentlemen turn ſtock- jobben, 
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ferent purſuits of theſe two claſſes of people uſe 
formerly to create as great a difference in their man 
ners and appearances; but of late the caſe is quit 
altered ; the bounds, which were wont to ſepatate 
them, are for the moſt part broken down, and the 


tion; his lordſhip's ſervants, and the gentlemen 9 
their neighbourhood, practiſing every mean craft tg 
get money, for which they were accuſtomed to del. 
pife and ridicule the villagers; as theſe, in their 
turn, affect all the follies and vices of the faſhin, 
and with an aukward profuſion run into the expences 
and-extravagancies which uſed to mark the charze- 
ter of the others, Hence you ſee tradeſmen keep 
hounds and running horſes, and their wives go as 


and compound their debts to cheat their creditors 
and this is the reaſon of that odd contraſt, that cone 
tradiction of character in every face you meet, 
„ Juſt as theſe general refleQions are, they will be 
ſtill more convincing when confirmed by particular 
inftances. Obſerve that overgrown heap of morte 
lity who ſweats beneath the load of her lace and 
Jewels. From the ſplendour of her appearance, jou 
might rea ſonably conclude that ſhe was a perſon df 
the firſt rank; but examine her nearer, and you wil 
ſee that the meanneſs of her locks ſullies the luſtre 
of her diamonds, and her overacted airs of gent: 
lity ſhew that ſhe 1s not tn her natural ſphere. 
« She was the daughter of a country farmer, who 
tho' he had ſeveral good farms of his own, ves fo 
bad a manager that he never could keep 'a pen 
in his pocket. To prevent his poſterity's feeling ib 
ſame conveniencies, he married his daughter t0 that 
perſon, who. ſits neither aſleep nor awake in vonder 
corner, a ſhop keeper in the village, that ſhe nig 
be able to go to the till, and take out money, when. 
ever ſhe pleaſed. For ſome time they had good bu: 
ſineſs ard went on very well, till he unluckily got K 
with ſome of his lordſhip's people, whom be * 
immediately imitate in all their ways, drinking 1 
carouſing at every public houſe in the pariſh 1 
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« his wife, not to be leſs genteel than he, ſcraped an 
« acquaintance ſome how at a puppet-ſhew with one 
« of her ladyſhip's maids, from whom ſhe learned all 
« thoſe fantaſtic airs, and became ſo fine a gentlewo- 
© man, that ſhe would ſcarce vouchſafe to take the 
« Jeaſt notice of the green-grocer's or haberdaſher's 
« wife, at the next door, or indeed any of her old 
« neighbours in the village, with whom ſhe had been. 
« intimate before. The conſequence of this was, that 
« while ſhe was learning faſhions, among her ladyſhip's 
« maids, and he tippling at the tavern with my lord's 
« men, or perhaps treating them at his own houſe, his: 
« ſhop was neglected, and his buſineſs left at fixes and 


. 
1 
1 


« ſevens. | 7 
hut their folly is ſtill aggravated by this circum- 
« ſtance, that the perſons, for the ſake of whoſe com- 
„ pany they do all this, laugh at them the whole time, 
« and would not fail to turn their very ruin into ridi- 
« cule. Of this they both have had inſtances enough 
“ to open the eyes of any who were reſolved not to ſee. 
« One or two of theſe may not be unentertaining.” 

© As the wife's education had been entirely in the 
* country, her father took pleaſure in ſeeing her prac- 
tife all the rural ſports he had formerly excelled in 
„ himſelf; by which means ſhe could tyon cudgel, 
vault, and play at cricket as well as any of the ruſ- 
„ tic ſwains around her. Of theſe polite accompliſh- 
ments the could not forbear boaſting, in the pride of 
her heart, to her new acquaintance 3 who, to hu- 
mour her vanity, and expoſe her folly, not only ſeem- 
ed to approve of them, but alſo miſchievouſly en- 
couraged her to diſplay her dexterity at them in pub- 
lie company, while, under a ſneer of ſeeming ap- 
“ plauſe, ſhe joined in the general laugh againſt her. 

There is nothing that betrays a weak head, into 
more or groſſer abſurdities, than imitation. The 
great emulation among the female fex at preſent is, 
ubo ſhall gather the greateſt number of perſons, no 
matter whether of their acquaintance or not, or 
bow infamous in life or character, provided they 

- | « grefs 
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As this woman's new acquaintance was particular. 


ed to, to fix her own time, and cards of invitation 
ſent accordingly to the reſt of the intended company, 


occaſion, happened to peep into the dining - room, 


dreſs well, and will game, at thoſe noQurnal me. 
ings, called with emphatical propriety, Nouts. 


ly famous for the multitudes that always aſſemble 
on theſe occaſions, ſhe too muſt have her Route, 10 
ſhew her politeneſs and importance. An affair of 
ſuch conſequence required much deliberation, 
Whom to invite, and where to put them, were the 
two material queſtions. The way to the parlour 
was thiough the ſhop; that therefore would not do 
by any means; and the room up-ftairs, which for 
faſhion-ſake was called the dining-room, was ſo little, 
that three females in full dreſs could not move in it 
together. 

After much conſul:ation, a lucky thought at 
length removed born the difficulties. As the route 
was deſired out of pure reſpect to her new acquain- 
tance, ſhe judged that it would not be proper to 
invite any perſon to it, who was not a fit companion 
for her. T'his reduced the number to the conſtahles 
wife, and two or three more, and even theſe were 
defired' to come without their hoops, that they 
might not incommode her, a compliment, that it was 
thought could not fail to pleaſe her. Theſe difficul- 
ties being thus happily got over, the lady was appli 


„But an unlucky accident had like to have ſpoiled 
all, in the very critical minute, When the dining- 
room was ſwept out clean, and lighted up in res 
dineſs, the miſtreſs of the route went down, and 
fat in the parlour to be at hand to receive her pri- 
cipal gueſt, before whoſe arrival ſhe did not think it 
proper that the reſt ſhould go up ſtairs. While the 
waited thus, with heart pit-a-pat, for the rap at the 
door, the apprentice, who had put on his ſunday- 
cloaths to officiate as a ſervant out of livery on the 


and not ſeeing a great chair at the upper end of i, 
as he had obſerved in the club-room at the. alebouſe 
where be uſed ſometimes to g0 for his maſter, he 
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« concluded it was forgot in the hurry: He reſolved 
« therefore to cortect ſuch an over-ſight, without ſay- 
ing any thing of the matter, that the ſurprize might 


ed « enhance his merit with his miſtreſs; accordingly he 
to « would not go down for his maſter's ſmoaking - chair, 
of « that ſtood by the kitchen fire, but opening the bed- 
n chamber to look for one there, he unluckily caſt his 
1 « eye on the night-chair, by his miſtreſs's bed-fide, 
ur « and never conſidering what it was, brought it out, 
9 4 pan and all as it ſtood, and placed it in ſtate at the 
Or „ upper end of the dining-room. 


« He had ſcarce finiſhed this notable piece of ma- 
« nagement, when a thundering at. the door proclaim- 
„ ed the lady's arrival to the whole neighbourhood. 
« The new-made-groom:- of the. chambers inſtantly flew 
« to his poſt, happy in the thought of what he had 
« done, and: held open the door,. white his. miſtrefs 
ſhewed her gueſts up fairs. 

„% The lady, who of courſe led the way; no ſooner 
« entered the room, than the was ſtruck wih the ſight 
of the uncouth piece of furniture. Her delicacy 
inſtantly took the alarm, ſhe puckered her noſtrils. 
up to her eyes, and* turning away; exclaimed in a 
voice of diſguſt, Lard J. where am | got to?“ 

The miſtreſs. of the route, who brought up the 
rear, and had. not yet come into the room to ſee the 
* horrid ſight,, nor heard diſtinctly what the lady ſaid, 
„ unagined. ſhe: was taken ſuddenly ill, and ran up to 
her to know what was the matter. Lard! woman! 
* (ſnuffled* her ladyſhip: through her handkerchief, 
** which.ſhe held to her noſe) where have you brought 
* me? What is that?? | 


- 
- 


' It is impoſſible to expreſs the aſtoniſhment and con- 
the * fuſion of the other, when ſhe-ſaw the unfortunate 
the 7 chair. Ruined and undone! (exclaimed ſhe,. as ſhe 
- fainted away on: the floor, where ſhe lay for ſome 
the time before ſhe could be brought to herſelf.) 


Tho In the mean while one of the company, perceiving 
8 the cauſe of all this confuſion, ordered it to be taken 
. away, and aſſuring her ladyſhip, that it muſt have. 

| . been 
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„ been brought there by ſome miſtake, as ſhe herſelf tes 


had been in the room but a few minutes before, when « ane 
* ſhe could vouch that there was no ſuch thing to he " 
* ſeen, her ladiſhip was pacified; and, when the « of 
* miſtreſs of the houſe at length recovered, conde. « ter 
* ſcended to comfort her, and even ſtaid four minutes tio 
* longer than ſhe had deſigned (for ſhe had many vi. « ſg} 


* fits to make that afternoon, and could not poſſibly 
& fit down to cards) to ſhew that ſhe was not offend- 
„ed; though, notwithſtanding all her good nature, 
* ſhe told the whole affair, with ſeveral ingenious i|- 
*« Juſtrations of her own, in every company ſhe went 
„ into that night; which was the real motive of her 
being in ſuch haſte to go away. | 

«© But this ridiculous end of an affair, that coſt the 
« perſon before us ſo much anxiety, was not ſufficient 


an 

« to make her fee her folly. ſhe goes on ſtill in the % reg 
« ſame ftrain of aukward imitation, facrificing every « the 
*« ſolid happineſs of life to the abſurd vanity of ftriviog « hq 
„ to appear in a character for which nature never de- im 
„ ſigned her.” 4 
— . 
THAT KNX. 2 of 

| 4 

In what the great are eafiefl to be imitated. This hun. 3 the 
Bie ambition more dangerous, if leſs ridiculous, in man * off 
than in woman. Another interview with a couple of 4 ſer 
old acquaintances, | I 5 
ny OR is her huſband more fortunate in his at- 1 the 
"_ tewpis of the ſame kind. Behold him yon Ah 
& der, dozing off his laſt night's debauch. The vn q mi 
* tues of the great are generally above the ambition 1 th 
« of their inferiors ; but their follies and vices are of ſe 
« eaſy imitation. By theſe they deſcend to the level . 
te of the loweſt part of the human ſp=cies, who, proud E * 
to reſemble them in any thing, take every oppol- i 
© nity of aping their example. Hence thoſe unn. 00 
« tural ee, rng which offend reaſon in . Gln 


* view of life. Servant maids in filk gowns, and oy 
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« tefſes drinking gin. Tradeſmen keeping whores 
« and lords riding races. „ 

« The bloated features and burſting bloodſhot eyes 
« of this perſon ſhew how eagerly he imitates his bet- 
« ters in the moſt beaſtly vice that can diſgrace a ra- 
« tional being; but his ambition ſtops not here. Re- 
« ſolved to be upon an equal footing with the free- 
« holders of the manor, he has made intereft to be 
« put upon the jury of the court-leet, that he my 
« have an opportunity of diſplaying his abiliddes an 


| 


« conſequence. | | 
„In ſpeculation, it muſt appear advantageous to 
© have the trades- people admitted thus to ſhare in the 
« government of the manor, as they ſhould naturally 
« be ſuppoſed to underſtand their own myſteries beſt, 
and for that reaſon be moſt capable of making fuch 
regulations as ſhould promote trade, as well as for 
their own intereſt, moſt careful to prevent the land- 
holders from burdening it with unjuſt or inj udicious 
impoſitions. | | 
But experience has proved the vanity of ſuch ex- 
* peQtations. No ſooner can a tradeſman get upon 
„the jury, than inſtead of taking care of the intereſt 
hof his trade, in general, he immediately enters into 
* combination with the lord's ſervants; and, for 
the fake of bringing their cuſtom to his own ſhop, 
« a\liſts them to carry every bye-law they propoſe to 
* ſerye any preſent purpoſe, however ruinous in its 
« conſequences to the very trade in which he earns 
« his bread. Thus, for inſtance, a ſhoemaker, for 
* the fake of ſupplying ſhoes for his lordſhip's labour- 
ers, ſhall confent to lay a tax upon leather, that 


(6 


viſe " muſt ruin his craft in the end: and if they betray 
ion * their own trades in this manner, what will they 
> of 1 ſeruple to do to others? 3 1 
_ * It is true, they take care to pay themſelves well 
ou 


1 for this proftitution ; the badnefs of the goods they 
E ſupply giving them ſuch an exorbitant profit in their 
Contracts, that they expect ſoon to be, and too of- 
ben really are, raiſed above the neceſſity of attend- 
. 10g to their buſineſs, at the ſame time that the 
; poor 
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poor labourers, who are obliged to take thoſe good; 
as part of their wages, ſuffer hardſhips, ſhocking 1g 
% humanity, from this double dithoneſty, | 

„ But juſtice obliges me to acquit the perſon WI 


« gave occaſion for theſe refleQions from all ſuch: de « x1 
44. — Vanity was the ſole motive for his- getting 3 
* upon the jury, and in the pratification of that con- « 0 
ſiſts his only pleaſure and employment; though thi; . 
6 vanity is, in its effect, no leſs prejudicial than the 40 
« venality of the others; for, as the ambition of hi. "Bo 
«© ſhallow heart is to be upon good terms with hu. 5 
6: lord{hip's ſervants, he never refuſes any thing they Wi « th 
require: ſo that the only difference between his & ty 
«© conduct and that of the others is, that he does thoſe 6 fa, 
« dirty jobs for nothing which they do for hire. * 
„n contraſt to theſe inſtances of vicious and abſurd: 3 
« vanity, behold in yom tall meagre- looking perſon, and 3 
« his wife, who ſits behind: him in the eroud, inſtances . * 
of meanneſs, equally vicious and out of character. 6 ped 
Fe place in which he ſtands ſhews the rank he WW |. 
% holds among his Jordſhip's. ſervants, to which he has, the 
« been raiſed, not for any perſonal merit in himſelf, ꝙ . 1 
« liking of his maſter, but ſolely on account of t. the 
« jnfluence, which his wealth gives him among the onl 
« tenants; he being poſſeſſed of the greateit property WM Stra 
& in the whole manor... _ 5 nou 
« [t has been ſaid, that Heaven ſhews its diſregard . it b. 
« for riches, by the unworthy objects on whom they 
« are generally beſtowed. The remark is rather uit 
« than juſt ;. but, perhaps, there never could a ſtrong: 
« ex inſtance be alledged in ſupport of it than til 
« perſon. Though his wealth. exceeds not only the PF 
« wants of nature and reaſon, but alſo almoſt the ve- 5 
« ry wiſhes of avarice itſelf, his foul ſtill n ip 
« more, with as much greedineſs as a wretch perl i nase 
* ing of famine can for a morſel of bread. The uch * 
« buſineſs of his days, his dreams by night, are ho 
« to encreaſe his boundleſs ſtore, to do which theres N 
4% not a mean or iniquitous art, invented by the ” fo 
« verted. ingenuity of the human mind, when {harp BW fon 
Th . "py 
ion, 
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u ed and made deſperate by want, which he will not 
66 praiſe, „ 1 = 

« Verſed in the whole black myſtery of zalhing; 
« how often has he drawa in unexperienced youth to 
« tryin > How often have the rewards earned by the 
« merits of illuſtrious anceſtors, the fruits of the in- 
« duſtry of ages, melted] in the magic of his art, and 
« ſunk into his poſſeſſion ? . 

« Nor is he content with this exertion of his ſkill, 
« which, infamous as it really is, cuſtom, that can 
« efface the diftinQtion of nature, has ſanQiked with 
« the name of polite. For thoſe whoſe fears may for- 
© tunately prevent their encountering him at his 
6 favourite weapons, cards and dice, he ſpreads the 
© inexplicable ſnares of ufury, keeping a public office 
for lending money to all who can give him ſecurity 
4 on every contingency of lite, the chances of which 
ces , he has calculated with ſuch accuracy, that his ex- 
* peRtations of gain are ſeldom diſappointed. And 
« this is the ſource of his influence, there being few of 
the fenants of the manor, and more eſpecially of his 
» 0 HF lordihip's fervants, who are not in his debt. As for 
* the place he holds in his lord's ſervice, he ſought it 
« only for the lucrative- emoluments which attend it. 
ei Stranger to every praiſe-worthy ambition, he ſets ho- 
* nour at nought ; and graſps even at power, only as 
eit brings him profit. e 


— — 
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e that plays at Bowrs muſt meet Runs. The biter 

DRUBB'D, An old fox caught napping. A penny ſaved 

is a penny got. Splendid æconomy; with the unfortu- 

vo e candle adventure. A mortifying inſtance of the 
force of vanity. 


here I. the occurrences of fuch a life, it is not poſſible 
4 for all his art, conſumate as it is, to ſave him 
any from ſome rubs. An inſtance in each character of a 
1 and an uſurer, will gratify honeſt indigna- 


: | EET. _ 


« Exerting his talents in the noble ſcience of betting, 


«n 
« {@me time ago, at a cricket-march, a butcher, whom « kr 
„had taken in, (for the firſt rule of gaming is, that 10 
wit levels all diſtinctions; a porter, who can pull out 1 i 
% a full purſe, being equal to a lord) was lo provoked . i 
Wat being biz, that he reſolved to take latisfaction IX 
« with his hands, for the miſtake of his head, and paid, 5 
« him with a hearty drubbing. ; . * 
* Such an affair naturally made a noiſe ; but the ſuſ. . * 
| “ ferer had the addreſs not only to evade the ſcandal, 1 25 
4 «« buteven to turn it to his own advantage with bis. kn 
If lord, making him believe that he had met with fuck * 
1 « an inſult on account of his known attachment to he. * 
11 « intereſt, the butcher being an avowed partizan of . ap 
| (op BY « certain gentieman's, who was at that time going to, ..; 
8 „% law with his Iordſhip for the beſt part of his eſtate, « jy 
A Fe 3 „ But he did not come off fo much to his own fa 1 þ, 
3 « tisfaction in an affair that happened to him, ſon, oy 
n time after, in his other capacity of an uſurer. . afl 
F. « gentleman took up at his office a ſum of money. he 
„ « payable at the death of an uncle io whom 1 4 the 
1 « heir ; for which he mortgaged the reverſion o ; e 
1 * uncle's eſtate : as he did not rightly underſtand . bef 
117 &« calculations, he agreed to pay an exorbitant * « his 
S#% « um; but, his uncle dying very ſoon, when mY & fin 
n « rer went to demand his debt, the gentleman expo 4 
Wh « tulsted with him on the unreaſonableneſs of the * Lon 
1 « which he had inadvertantly ſubmitted to, and if " ij 
on "if « ed him the fum he had borrowed, with an = * 1 par 
3 « gratuity, beſide the intereſt allowed by ( 1 p Hoff 
Wn « But the other, unmoved by any thing he cou 1 far 
3 « inſiſted poſitively on his whole demand, as 10 of! 
"9 % ened to ſeize upon way eltate mortgaged to him | 0 F 
AF « was not paid directly. : the! 
4 | « 1 at ſuch ERS extortion, the . ha 
4 « man had immediate recourſe to a learned ef E << 
1 4 of the law, to try if he could have redre ph 4 « | 
THY, « on peruſing the. deeds which had been a a 2? 
Tr a tween them, found that by an overſig A Ui irt d the 
, + « ties, the mortgage affected only a very imail P prof 


Me. ww | 3m lel 
s his eftate, which was not worth half the fu þ 
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« much leſs what was demanded ; a particular ſubde- 
« nomination only, which had always been diſtinctly 
« known from the Teſt, being named in the deeds. - 
« Though the gentleman was above taking any diſ- 
u honeſt advantage in ſuch a caſe as this, he thought 
« it juſtifiable to fight the devil at his own weapons, 
« and defend himſelf by any means he could ; accord- 
« ingly he ſent the uſurer word, that if he would not 
« accept of his debt, with the bare legal intereſt, he 
« might take poſſeſſion of the eftate mortgaged to him, 
« 35 ſoon as pleaſed 3 but at the fame time, let him 
« know what that eftate was. - 1 
« Surprized at ſuch a meſfage, the uſurer inſtantly 
« fent for his lawyers, who, upon conſultation, inform» 
u ec him that the affair was too true, and the miſ- 
„take now irremediable; and, therefore, he muſt on- 
„iy firive to make the beſt he could of it. When he 
„ had vented his rage on his agents and lawyer, and 
„ curſed himſelf for confiding in them, he was not 
„ aſhamed to go in perſon to the gentleman, to try if 
« he could not prevail upon him, at leaſt to give him 
4 the gratuity he had offered at firſt. But his arguments 
were now as ineffectual as the gentleman's had been 
before; and, for once, he was obliged to take only 
* his juſt debt, where he had thought himſelf ſecure of 
* ſinking the whole eſtate. 1 1 
While he labours with this aſſiduity to heap up 
* wealth by every iniquitous means, his wife is equally. 
* diligent tn her province, practiſing every ſpecies of 
„ parſimony, however ſcandalous and unjuſt, to cut 
' off her tradeſmens bills, and ſhorten the moſt neceſ- 
fary expences of life by faving from the very bellies 
of her ſervants; for, however her fortune may ſeem 
to raiſe her above attention to ſuch minute economy, 
| there is nothing by which money can poflibly be got 
tat ſhe thinks beneath her. An affair that happen- 
ed not long ſince, will ſhew this in the ſtrongeſt light. 
| © It has been remarked, that the moſt oppoſite and 
| apparently irreconcileable paſſions often ſpring from 
| the ſame cauſe, and inhabit the ſame breaſt. The 
protuſicn that, in à particular manner, marks the 
| 9 character 
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character of the preſent age, is blemled with 2 

varice ſo ſtrong, as to ſeem capable of counters 
all its effects. An inconteſtable inſtance of this i 1 
mean practice which prevails among thoſe whoſe le 
vated rank makes them lead the mode, of Wee. 
their ſervants to receive bire from their gueſts, Up 


on this practice ſome of ſuperior œconom | EE 
proved ſo far as to lay ee e it, and r 3 
3 footmen to defray a great part of the expence ; * 
"x entertainments out of: theſe ſcandalous perqu- . i 
« But even this did not ſatisfy this lady, H rk 
as well as her eager paſſion 2 play, 2 ings. 5 
a kind of neceſſity: of making a ſplendid appearancy - 
and inviting. as much company as ſhe could to her ny 
gaming parties. I have obſerved that the expenceiiſ 4 
of theſe entertainments was borne by the ſervants Wii 0 
But ſtill there was one thing which {he had fet m þ = 
heart upon, though cuſtom had not yet given her 4 
right to it; this was the pieces of candles that re- - 
mained after the company retired from her ui we 
which ſhe thought would ſerve in her family on or 4 - 
dinary occaſions, and fave the expence of buying; om 
but how to get them was the difficulty, as the foot 4 1 
men who found the lights retained them as thel 
due. | | * 
At lengib, one night; when the company by ſone Yah 
accident broke up much ſooner than es b that 5 
the candles were not half burned out, ſhe was not able a 
to reſiſt the temptation, but reſolved to have then tin 
ſome way or other. Accordingly, as ſoon as the bu. fert 
ry was over, and the ſervants, as ſhe thought, all I 
gone to ſleep, ſhe ſtole out of ber bed, and went reſo 
down ſtairs, naked to her ſhift as ſhe was, with raff 
deſign to ſteal them; which ſhe imagined ſhe nig an 
eaſily do,. as the ſervants, impatient io get reſt after uh 
their fatigue, uſed only to blow them out, and ' of | 
leave them in the candle-ſticks; till they went to Clean « * 
up the rooms next morning. the 
4 It happened unluckily that one of the foom" ber 
no 


ſuſpected ſome of his fellows had found a way d 


66 opel 
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« opening the box, in which their alms-money (for 
« literally, they ſtood like beggars to receive it) was 
« kept, till it was divided, and reſolved to be upon the 
« watch this night to try if he could diſcover the 


"2 © thief. 135 | 

p- « He had not waited long, when he heard his miſ- 
10 « treſs treading ſoſtly through the apartments; and 
it 


« imagining that ſhe was the perſon he watched for, 
(for there was no light to let him ſee who it was) 
« he ſtood ſtill till ſhe came to him, and then, ſpreading 
« his arms in her way, caught her, loaded as ſhe was 
with the pieces of candles, with which ſhe had filled 
the fore part of her ſhift ; for ſhe had, in her haſte, 
„forgot to bring any thing to carry them off. 

« It is eaſy to conceive her ſurprize and confuſion 
at ſuch an encounter; nor was the fellow's much leſs. 
gut the diſcovery of her ſituation foon reſtored him 
to his ſenſes, and inſtantly ſuggeſted the method of 
his revenge. And fo, my. dear, (ſaid he) you 
want wax-candles! But Ill make you pay for your 
' pilfering.” Saying which he prepared to gratify a 
paſſion more natural at leaſt, if not more dehcate, 
than that which brought her into ſuch a ſcrape. 
The lady, who could not be at a loſs to know 
what he deſigned, was in the higheſt diſtreſs. Her 
virtue inſtantly took the alarm at ſach an attempt; 
but how to avoid it was the difficulty. If the ſpoke 
to refuſe bim, ſhe knew her voice would betray her, 
and ſhe ſhould be expoſed for ever, at the ſame 
time that the fear of loſing her booty prevented her 
' letting go her hold to ſtruggle with him, and ſtrive 
to repel force by force. It is not eaſy to ſay what 
| ' reſolution ſhe would have taken in fuch an embar- 
ith 2 | raſſment ; or, indeed, whether ſhe would have taken 

any before it was too late, had not a very ſingular 


| circumſtance moſt unexpectedly proved the ſafe· guard 
of her honour, | | 


clean 3 The fellow had ſcarce taken her in bis arms, when 
100 the perfumes, which ſteamed from every. part of 
1 er, gave ſuch offence to his noſtrils, accuſtomed to 


ao ſtinks but thoſe of nature, that, his ſtomach 
4 ijnſtantly 
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© inſtantly turning, he diſcharged its contents full i Juf 
„her face, before he had time to let her go; aud door. 
„ then damning her for a ſtinking brimſtone, ſpurneM the o. 
her from him with abhorrence. As ſoon as ſhe hd ciculc 
% wiped her face with her ſleeve, and recovered he As 
„breath, ſhe picked up fome of the candles whic the v 
„ ſhe had dropped, and retired, the manner of he ef ati 
« deliverance a good deal leſſening the pleaſure of it Med by 
„ though it was ſome ſatisfaction to her, however, about 
think that ſhe had preſerved her booty, and eſcaped his o. 
© undiſcovered. | | Th 

But, in the latter, ſhe ſoon had the mortificationMWatur 
4e to find herſelf deceived, The fellow told the who vent, 
* ſtory, with ſome obvious additions, to all the fer their 
% yants next morning at breakfaſt, when her waiting Mzppre 
* woman, (from whom ſhe eould not pvſſibly cancealfithey | 
6 ſome part of it, as ſhe was obliged to have recourſ tod 
„to her aſſiſtance to get herſelf cleaned; though bey! 
* the ſame time ſhe gave her the ſtricteſt charge no non 
« to mention a ſyllable of the matter, laying it upoſ dy w 
« her huſband, who, ſhe ſaid, had drank a little tothe v: 
* freely the night before) her woman, I ſay out of I guiſe, 
5“ principle of conſcience, and that none of her ino of m 
« cent fellow-ſervants ſhould be under ſuch a ſcardi conte 
„ ous aſperſion, be:rayed the whole ſecret to them ure 
from whom, through the channel of intelligence iatox 
{© their fraternity, it ſoon ſpread over the whole Wi II 
« lage. | 8 comp 

The feaſt, you fee, is finiſhed, at which you nag, gu 
4% have obſerved that the hoſpitable entertainers 2 ex 
« their gueſts ſeemed to have exchanged charaCters co 
„ the former, willing to have ſomething for ther 01088]: ty 
“ ney, eating as voraciouſly as if they were half fed 
«© ed, and never expected to meet ſo good a nan ;, 
« again ; while the latter have been wholly taken tu 
& in looking about them, and making goo © 
& remarks on every thing they have ſeen. But, Pp of 
« curious ſcene yonder demands your attention © er 
« A moment, after which we will return to tes gen 
4% day's huſband again, who will ſupply more malte pe 
« for your obſervation.” | "th 


* 
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Juſt as my guide ſaid this, I heard an uproar at the 
door of the houſe, and turning about to ſee what was 
the occaſion of it, was witneſs to a ſcene ſufficiently ri- 
diculous to have put vanity itſelf out of countenance. 
As his lordfhip's late agent, who had been invited by 
the villagers to their feaſt, was going away, a parcel 
of attorneys clerks and bailiffs, who had been employ- 
ed by him while he conducted the law-ſuit, gathered 
about him, and inſiſted on carrying him in triumph to 
his own houſe on their ſhoulders. ; 

The zeal of the.poor fellows on this occaſion was 


ation catural. The agent had given them conſtant employ- 
hol went, in which, to do them juſtice, they had earned 
fer 


their wages very well, and on his loſing his place, they 
apprehended the ſuit would be made up ſome how, and 
they ſhould want work ; they therefore took this me- 


our thod of teſtifying their grateful. regard for him, which 
gh hey imagined might alſo convey an advantageous opi- 


nion of them to his ſucceſſor ; but the affected modes» 
y with which he faintly repelled their attempts, while 
the vanity of his heart gliſtened through the thin diſ- 
puſe, ſhewed in the moſt mortifying light the inability 
11008 of man's boaſted reaſon to reſiſt the linpulſe of the moſt 
ana contemptible paſſions. The fight was too painful; I 


101 Al 
i-C@ 0 


* intoxicated with their empty ſhouts and applauſe, 
e VI 


company are not to be deſcribed. * You ſee (faid my 
* guide) the concluſion of an affair that raiſed ſuch 
* expeQtation, The life of man has not unaptly been 
compared to a feaft, from whence ſome depart emp- 


u mu 
rs and 
aQters 
1r m0 


Fr ed, and as impatient to get away as they were eager 


a "OF" to come. We will leave the entertainers to congra- 
ce M tulate themſelves on their elegant taſte and j udicious 
"Y conduct in this important matter, to ſpread the fame 
„ Pp ' of which they have reſolved to hire the common cri- 
th f wer, to proclaim the bill of fare of their ſumptuous 


entertainment at the market-croſs, and follow that 
perſon who, as I told you, will ſoon do ſomething 
bat hall compleat his character.“ | 


malte 


* 


ty, others ſatiated: and all unſatisfied and diſappoint- 


- 


turned away, vexed and diſguſted, while he went off 


The tumult and confuſion at the breaking up of the 
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CHAP. XX, 


Intereſting hints, which ſet ſome matters much canvaſ,) 
in.a new light, 


S ſoon as his lordſhip was returned home from the 
A feaſt, his-ſervants.met together to conſult upon «.] 
the conduct proper for them to obſerve in the pretent Miſs que 
critical conjuncture. While theſe people are making 
e the unmeaning preambles (ſaid my guide) with which 
« the moſt urgent bufineſs muſt be ufflered in, Ill gte, 91; 
« you a few leading hints, to enable you to enter the iſ 
« readier into the ſpirit of the ſcene opening before 
* you. | 

« You muſt have obſerved that the bubble of the i cor 

« day, the ſubje that engroſſes the thoughts of al 
« the inhabitants of the manor, is the law fuit in Wi cor 
«© which they are at preſent engaged. About this they 
« are divided into two parties, directly oppoſite to « | 
% each other in their opinions; one for proſecuting it 
«© with the utmoſt vigour, without conſidering what vet 
„ conſequences may attend ſuch a conduct, or ſetting ol 
- * any limits to their expeQations.z the other for com- it 
% pounding the diſpute almoſt at any rate, to ſave the WW: bu 
*« expence.of carrying it on. At the head of the latter ſuf 
&« 1s the perſon whom we have followed hither ; as the dre 
6“ former flatter themſelves that they have the late a- WW: co 
« gent on their ſide, becauſe he had conducted it wih mn; 
« judgment and ſpirit, while he was in his office, 
At is hard to ſay which of theſe parties acts on the 0 
© moſt irrational principles. The one, from a mean 
& and abſurd motive of parſimony, would betray tz WW fo, 
«© honour of their lord, and the intereſt of the mandl, 
« the other, compoſed principally of the various fe- 
« tainers of the law, and tradeſmen who make an 2d. 
% vantage of ſupplying them with goods, on the lords 
account, from motives equally ſelfiſh, though di an 
« ouiſed under the pompous pretext of public ſpit! Or 
« and.a paſſion for glory, which never fail to take vi Wn 

. * the mob, are for puſhing on their ſucceſſes again 
5 the dictates of reaſon and juſtice, magnifying cel 
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« advantage that had been gained as of the moſt eſſen- 
i tial importance, and not only graſping at more, but 
« alſo inſiſting on keeping all they have gotten; while 
« the former with equal ſincerity decry them as infig- 
« nificant, and not worth ; the trouble and expence of 
« acquiring, much lefs of retaining, and therefore are 
« for giving up them all indiſcriminately. 
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upon «-Jn the fame manner do they differ about the con- 
(ent duct to:be obſerved with ſome of their neighbours, 4 
king who have taken part with them in the diſpute; theſe | 
bich are for dropping them directly, and leaving them to 


« ſhift for themſelves as well as they can, without re- 
„ yard to any promiſes which may have been made 
* them to the contrary, or to. their being drawn into 
the ſcrape, meerly becauſe of their being ſome way 


f the WW connected with this manor; as-the others are for f 
fa ſupporting them, right or wrong, without ever Y 
it in conſidering whether they are able to bear ſuch an 5 
they WF expence or not. 2 | ? 
e {0 « It is obyiaus that the right..courſe lies in the mid- 4 
0g it dle between theſe opinions, could their directors di- E 
what BF veſt themſelves of prejudice, to diſcern and find re- a 
eng E ſolution to purſue it. As the ſuit was entered into 

com- 


' at firſt not wantonly, or from a litigious;diſpoſition, 
but to affert a legal right, and recover loſſes unjuſtly 
ſuffered; it would be both diſhonourable and weak to 4 
drop it before thoſe ends are obtained; and if in the 97 
courſe of the conteſt ſome acquiſitions have been 8 
made, which were originally even claimed, the voice © 


of reaſon directs to retain as many ef them as ſhall 
n the indemnify for the expences of the law-ſyit, and diſ- 
ie ble (be agprefſors from attempting the like injuſtice 
7. for the future; as, on the other hand, when that 
aol, right is inconteſtably eſtabliſhed, and not only thoſe 
US 1 loſſes recovered, but alſo a ſufficient. indemnification 
1 % br the paſt, and ſecurity againſt the future obtained, 
"i WL * 8'2ſÞ at more inverts the nature of the conteſt, 


ir . 1 the aggreſſors who before had juſtice 
aun kde fame middle rule holds equally good in refpeRt 
every to their aſſociates in the ſuit; ſuch of them as have 


Xen involved in it merely on account of their con- 
| * neQion 


5 e — pn. 


reren 


„ nection with the manor, ſhould moſt certainly be pro can 
« tected; that is, if it. can be done without ruiningg © is t 
« their protectors; farther than which nothing can 
„ oblige a community to go. Where that cannot he « ſhi 
« ſelf-preſervation cancels every tie; and prudenee © ins 
« commands to yield to a neceſſity that cannot be re. © | 
“ ſifted, till an happier hour ſhall offer for redreſling Ml © ter 
their grievances, and making them ainends for their 
&« loſſes; and for thoſe who may have entered into the | 
« diſpute, to ſerve particular purpoſes of their own, © me 
« or for the ſake 7 hire, it is abuſing honour to ſay 
«« that it is any way concerned to keep up a connection © co 
« with them, one moment longer than it is convenient. m 
« All that is neceſſary to be done is, not to break with 
« them without giving them timely notice to provide © ob 
« for their own ſafety. | 
„Of this the ſteward is not inſenſible; but, though © fot 
« he is ſecure of his lord's concurrence in whatever he 
« thinks proper to do, there are difficulties in his way, 
« which make him at a loſs how to proceed, and im- 
« bitter the enjoyment of his envied power. The 
« party which is for continuing the ſuit is againſt hin /. 


« of courſe, from the circumſtance of his coming into fu 
« the management of affairs in the place of their ta: po 
“ yourite, the late agent; (as for the old ſteward, PC 


„ though ſome of them perhaps have not yet forgot 
„ the good cheer he uſed to give, as they have no opt 
% nion of his capacity for buſineſs, they give them- 
&« ſelves no great concern about his diſmiſſion) and eien 
« the more rational of thoſe who wiſh. to ſee the dil-i the « 
„ pute terminated, in an amicable and juſt manner, ae 
afraid he will be in ſuch haſte to make it up, in hops 2 
« of ſecuring bimſelf in his place, that he will not H“ 
« ſufficient care of their intereſts, nor make the mob 
of the advantages gained by his predeceſſor, for furt 
« any. part of the merit: ſhould redound to him. „ 
% Oppoſed thus by one party, and diſtruſted by tie 
© other, he ſtands in the utmoſt embarraſſment, ut- 0 
„% able to follow the dictates of his own ze 
« and obliged to adopt the meaſures of thoſe * 
« will join with him. Theſe are they who. are " 
| compounuin 
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« compounding matters at any rate, at the head of whom 
„is this perſon, who, as his great property makes a 
„large portion of the expence of the ſuit fall to his 
« ſhare, has ever been averſe to carrying it on, wweep- 
ing over the ſucceſſes which have attended it, as he 
4 imagined they would raiſe the expectations of the 


& noſition he wanted to bring about more difficult. 

« ] have drawn this ſhort ſketch, to aſſiſt your judg- 
ment in a matter which prejudice and party repreſent 
in ſuch different colours. To. ſome, perhaps, the 
concerns of a private manor may not ſeem worth ſo 
much trouble; but the heart of man, and the mo- 
« tives of his actions, which are the objects of your 
« obſervations, are often as clearly ſhewn in ſuch 
« trifles as in matters of the greateſt moment. But 
„ ſoft ! the grand debate begins.” 5 


CHAP. XXII. 


Diſputes will ariſe, where every man is for himſelf. A 
ſure method of removing ſcruples, and reconciling op- 
pofite opinions. The character of the GRAND cou- 


POUNDER finiſhed, The Conclufion. 


We ES being mutually paid, and judg- 
ment paſſed upon the feaſt, and the dreſs and 
characters of the entertainers and their various gueſts, 
the company at length ſeated themſelves round a table, 
and the ſteward proceeded to buſineſs. . 

'* have defired this meeting, gentlemen, (ſaid he) 
that I may have your advice how to act in the affair 
* of this law-ſuit in which we are entangled. Whe- 
cher it is to be carried on, or made up? and how 
ve are to accompliſh which ever we reſolve upon? 
lt is a matter of conſequence, and requires the moſk 


\ 


\ 


* deliberate care and attention.” 

. * Whether the law-ſuit is to be carried on, or made 

1 vr! (anſwered the grand compounder) cannot 

l admit of a moment's doubt with any one who con- 
ſiders the diſtreſſed ſituation to which we are redu- 
Vor. I. | K « ced 


* tenants till higher, and conſequently make the com 
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„ ced by it. All our ready money is gone, and or 
farms mortgaged ſo deeply that no one will lend us 
* any more. How then ſhall we carry it on, if we 
«© were ſo inclined? Or, how far are we to go, even if 
ve were able? When firſt we begun it we were told 
<< that a term or two would certainly bring our adver- 
« (ary to reaſon. But we have gone on term after 
* term, I don't know how long, at an expence that no 
% other people upon earth would be fuch fools as 10 
« undertake; and (till are as far from a concluſion as 
«© the moment we ſet out. As for the mighty advan- 
tages, which the lawyers and their party make ſuch 
* a noiſe about, what have they done but filed our 
« wiſe heads with notions of new demands, which our 
„ adverſary will never comply with; and we ſhould 
% not have dreamed of making, had it not been for 
them: So that the more advantages, as they are call- 
« ed, we gain, the farther we are from the concluſion 


«© we wiſh for. The lawyers, indeed, have gained ad-“ h 
“ vantages. They receive their fees from us, and ex- Im 
<« tort coſts from the adverſary alſo ; which, in our great Wl © vj 
„ wiſdom, we have given vp to them, as an encou- Wil © tt 
„ ragement to be honeſt, inflead of reimburſing our- in 
<« ſelves with them as we ought; and therefore they “ be 
« are in the right to ſpin out the ſuit as long as they S8. 


« can. But J hope their reign is at an end; and that as 
« we have ſeen our folly too plainly, to be be dupes to ſan: 


« them any longer. My opinion, therefore, Mr. Se- Wil | 
7 W "" ha 

« ward, is, that we compound the matter directly. We . 

«© muſt take care of ourſclves. Any compoſition in our m 


„ caſe is better than none. 

« Tt is to be hoped (replied one who fat at the other 
< ſide of the table, and by his green bag full ot pa- 
<« pers, appeared to be their clerk in court) that Mr. 
Steward will have more regard to his own character 
<« (a conſideration that appears to have Joſt all weight 
* with the gentleman who ſpoke laſt) as well as to js 
* lordſhip's henour and the intereſt of the manor, than 
<< to be influenced by ſuch ſordid, baſe advice. It bs 
© been owing to ſuch ſcandalous complaints of our . 
4 bility to carry on the ſuit, that it has continued io 


long, they only having encouraged our adverſary io 
9 | | = perfilty 
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% only what you may ſuffer by the delay, but alſo 
good part of what you have been out of pocket a] 
ready; ſo that you had no occaſion for being ſo mue 


I *« alarmed at what the gentleman faid, nor ſtripping toll © 
| * fight with him, like a porter. Such wrangling i be 
moſt unbecoming gentlemen.” | & ih 
This ſpeech healed all animoſities, and reſtored the © cv 
general harmony in a moment. The clerk bowed with © th 
a ſmile of the moſt chearful acquieſcence ; and the © to 
grand compounder, unable to conceal his joy, blubber "ay 
ed out, between laughing and crying, I am ſorry on 
„ Sir, that I ſhould miſbehave myſelf before you; bu a 
it was impoſſible to bear ſuch an aſperſion unmoved. 1 ful 
am ſure I have ſhewn my attachment to his lord . ln 
* ſhip's honour and intereſt in many different inſtances | lea 
in the ſeveral capacities I have ſerved him in. Whe $0 
© | was cockſawain of his barge, 1 obliged his waterme * 
„to wear a particular livery, at their own expence . 
** and regulated their rank; and t'other day again. the 
„ehen J was ſteward of the manor on the other ide me 
of the river, I drove away that ſmggler and his gang, Pe. 
« who put them all into ſuch a panick, by the great. “ 
*« preparations which I made to attack them; and evenly 6! 
„in this very affair of the law-ſuit, I have been ail i 
© greater expence than any man in the whole manor lll, of 
© and it is very hard if a man may not even ſpeak, wii 0 
'© parts with ſo much money for nothing. I am furei 3 
has gone to my heart many a time, when [ have give ng 
„away the rent of a whole farm at once! After ali Pro 
« this, I ſay, it is too much to be accuſed of betraying fate 
4 his intereſt and honour. But, as I can depend upo Wel 
| « your word, I ſhall think no more of it.” =p 
i When the grand compounder had thus unburdenely "it 
AY his heart, the ſteward once more reſumed the iubje 3 
1 of their meeting. As for this law-ſuit, gentlemen c . 
4 „ (faid he) I own I am heartily tired of it, as I pre | 
| i ce {ume every man in his ſenſes is: and am determine 1 
Mk % to make it up as ſoon as I can, that is, withou A 
1 « prejudice to his !ordſhip's honour and the real , P 
vo „ tereſt of the manor, which, however ſome peo! 4 - 


„ may pretend to d finguith between them, are cl 
| | . tial 


9 
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« this about is the difficulty. The mob is intoxicated 
« with our ſucceſſes to ſuch a degree, that they would 
® he ready to drag any man through the kennel who 
u ſhould only mention ſtopping, though they do not 
© even know what they would be at, in going on. In 
© theſe circumſtances, I think it will be the beſt way 


* averſe to an accommodation; and that if he will ſend 
„one of his people here with ſuch a propoſal, to give 
" a colour to the affair, one of us will go to him, with 
* full power to ſettle all matters in diſpure between us. 


" leaſt till the end of the term, to keep the mob in 


" uuſt.contrive to throw ſome new bubble or other up 
in the air, for them to gaze at, which may divert 


ence 
1gain their attention from every thing elſe. This, gentle- 
r i men, is my opinion: T only am at a loſs for a proper 


gang bperſon to fend. It muſt be one of ſome conſequence 
eat 
** gard the abuſe and inſults of the mob, of which he 


will probably be the chief object, in the firſt fallies 


een 1 | 
nor of their reſentment, before there can be any thing 
„ whe done to appeaſe them.“ F | 


ſure i. © am the man! (faid the grand compounder, ſtart- 


> give 


frer al proof, that | defy the reſentment of the moſt deſpe- 
ray, e mob; and no perſon's word will have more 
d upo weight with our adverſary than mine. I am inti- 


mately acquainted with moſt of his principal ſervants, 


irdenel, ith whom I have all along kept up a friendly inter- 
ſv biel courſe ; which has made him think that I ain well in- 
tlemen e elined to his intereſt ; ſo that he will have proper re- 
, | pref, ed to every thing I propoſe. Let me but go; and 
min Wi will undertake to ſettle every thing.” 

vithou With all my heart, Sir, (anſwered the ſteward) 


real i 
! peopl 
e efſen 
« tial 


jou ſhall go ſince you deſire it. But take care that 
Jour eagerneſs is not ſeen through, and taken ad- 


delay, and give you a ſum of money to bear your 
| | charges, 


" tially one and the fame thing. But how to bring 


© to let our adverſary privately know, that we are not 


In the mean while we mult let the lawyers go on, at 


good humour; and when the affair is finiſhed, we 


o give weight to what he ſays, and who does not re- 


R * 1 8 5 
ing up in a tranſport) I am the man! I have given 


Yantage of. I'll draw up your inſtructions without 
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prove of this ſtep, I ſhall expect that when the ac 


neither.” - 


charges that ſhall you make eaſy ; for I know you arg 
not extravagant in your expences.” 
* And do, pray, Sir, (added the grand compounds; 
add {ome little matter on my wife's account. [kno 
ſhe will be for going too. It will not be thrown 2 
way : ſhe has an excellent knack at fiſhing out ſecrets 
and will be a great aſſiſtance to me.“ | 

* Well, Sir, (returned the ſteward) we ſhall no 
differ about that. But, gentlemen, there is one.thing 
more, which I muſt obſerve to you. As you all ap 


cc 
cc 
Cc 
40 


commodation is concluded, you will all ſign it as wel 
as I; for light as ſome people make of the reſentme 
of a mob, I do not chuſe to ſtand ſingle before i 


Matters being thus ſettled, the company broke up 
and the grand compounder, in the fullneſs of his jo 
muttered to himſelf as he paſſed me, © Aye! aye 
“ let me alone to compound matters! I ſhall not ſtan 
* upon terms. Any compoſition is better than none! 
J was ſo provoked at his premeditated baſeneſs, that 
forgetting the poſitive injunction of my guide, I coul 
not forbear crying out aloud, Villain! take that!” an 
at the ſame time gave him a kick on the poſteriors wit 
all my might. 

But I ſoon had reaſon to repent of my raſhneſs. Th 
whole ſcene inſtantly vaniſhed ! T awoke from my Rev 
rie; and found myſelf ſitting in the ſame chair, wher 
I had forgot myſelf a few hours before, with the ad 
ditional vexation of having broken my ſhin againk tl 
frame of the table by my inconſiderate kick. 
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